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Introduction 


What thou seest, write in a book. 
The Revelation. 


We do not claim to be the inventors of any theory nor the 
discoverers of any truth. As such, this book does not owe its 
origin to any sect, group or movement. It is merely the result 
of our personal efforts to find out and then compile source 
material about the lost years of Jesus Christ. It was by chance 
‘that one of us found in 1965 a reference to the visit of Nicolas 
Notovitch to the Hemis monastery of Ladakh and his discovery 
of the Buddhist scrolls about Jesus. Since then, we have been 
examining evidence about the survival of Jesus Christ at the 
time of crucifixion and subsequent departure towards the East. 

But we must stress that our book is not the last word in the 
domain of researches on the subject. It only presents startling 
evidence about the tomb of Jesus in Kashmir. Our research 
would remain incomplete till this tomb is opened for scientific 
investigation. The conditions are such that no body will 
permit us to open this sacred grave. Both Muslims and Chris- 
tians are against the very idea, which they term as “‘desecration 
of the sacred remains.” 


Eric von Daniken writes: 


The crucifixion, theologians assure us, is to be understood 
Only symbolically. Whyis this not made clear in religious 
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teaching? My daughter Lela learns-like all previous genera- 
tions—that Jesus was the only begotten son of God made flesh, 
that he suffered every pain (for the oppressing original sin) as a 
man. That he died asa man, struggle as a man, with all the 
attendant torments and miseries. But how can God, who know- 
ingly let his own son be tortured—because Adam and Eve 
committed a sin that he could easily have prevented through 
his foreknowledge be reconciled by Christ’s death with the very 
men who killed him.1 

It is evident that during modern times, it has become diffi- 
cult to believe that Jesus Christ was massacred for our sins. 
Such theories propounded by the Church, in Rome, 150 years 
after the death of Jesus Christ have created misgivings in the 
minds of sincere Christians. S. Basker writes: 


I believe in God and follow Christianity but 

I do not like to go the Church, and hear, the sermons of 

the father of the Church. I hate these preachers! 
Such sentiments, as expressed above, do not arise until some 
thing serious occurs. It may be probable that either the 
original doctrine, as propoudned by Jesus Christ is not placed 
before us or mixed-up truths are presented, which can not be 
digested easily. Helmut Goeckel has expressed the same 
sentiments, when he writes: 

It must be made possible to reconstruct the legitimate 

doctrine in the original form. The surest way to succeed 

is to find again the historical personality of Jesus.3 
Now, where are the original doctrines! 
people in the world have no other holy book except the Bible. 
It is considered to be the origianl text on the life and mission 
of Jesus Christ. The faithful believe that the Bible has always 
existed in the form, in which they see it today, They further 
believe that there are no other holy books except the Bible. 
They do not know that not only the Bible was changed, altered 
and shortened from to time but many other scriptures and 
Gospels were banished from Circulation, and destroyed by 
burning, as ordained by the Church, 

From the start, the Christian Councils have met and taken. 


More than one billion 
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decisions on doctrines, from time to time, with the result that 
the Christian faith, as exists today, is the faith imposed 
onus by the ecclesjastical priests. The net result has been 
that Jesus Christ, as presented today appears to be some other 
personality, which existed two thousand years ago. As such, 
what is needed, is to search the real Jesus Christ. By searching 
the real Jesus Christ, we do not intend to do away with all, for 
which Christianity stands for today. We plead to makea 
dispassionate study of the life and mission of Jesus Christ, who 
has declared: 


I am the way, the truth, and the iife.* 


We have no hesitation to Geclare that Jesus Christ was the way, 
the truth and the life. Many people in the world, despite their 
religious beliefs, loved him and continue to love him. Many are 
searching him and in this respect, we quote from the letter of 
one of our sincere sriends, Lina Ada Piantanelli; 


Since my childhood, I have been searching Jesus Christ. 
It is my sincere wish to get more knowledge about him, 
because I always forecasted that Jesus did not die on the 
cross. It is my best desire to dedicate my life to Jesus 
and publish all the truths discovered about him.® 


We are astonished to find that many hurdles are placed in 
our way to find the truth. We admit that some may defile the 
sacred name of Jesus Christ, in their so called research work. 
We also admit that some revealing facts may bring a set-back 
to Christianity. But, we must also declare in confidence that 
the true doctrines of Jesus Christ will surely flourish and flower, 
and shall exist for ever. Any way, no research is final and no 
research is the last word! But, we must allow people open 
their hearts and write whatever they like. It is very sad that 
this is not being done. Here is a friend writing from Brazil: 
Two years ago I wrote a book about the resurrection of 
the Lord. 1 sent the book to the St. Paul’s Order and 
they did not approve it, because I brought to light many 
explanations that they could not accept. 
For instance, I discovered the models that the Indians 
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used to paint; the Virgin of Guadalupe. I also found 
that this Indian had painted our Lady of the Angels. I 
also discovered that our Lady of Guadalupe has a close 
relation with the space-ship, located in a tomb stone in 
Palenque, Chiapas, Mexico. This resemblance is sharp 
about forms and other details put in by the shifty Indian. 
He was a faithful pre-historic believer and when he had 
accepted the new religion, he did mix the two faiths but 
also the space-ship altogether in one painting: Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. 


You can well imagine the strong reaction of the Church, 
when they sent my book to Mexico, and kept it out of sight. 
My efforts to get back the book have not succeeded. Now, if 
this is the attitude of the Church, one can realize that under 
‘such circumstances. no researches are possible. 

It is true that the gap in the life of Jesus Christ, between 
the ages of 12 and 30 isa most fascinating subject for research 
but it is going to have far-reaching effect on the established 


beliefs of the Christians. In this regard, we qoute the feelings 
of our friend, Joshua Rochstein: 


While it is true that the effect on Christianity’s credibility 


is, at best, secondary to the importance of the research 
into the historical facts, one can not avoid speculating on 
the former. The Church has always preached that Jesus 
died on the cross, in order to bring salvation to the men’s 
soul. Well, what happens to this promise of salvation 
and belief in it, vis-a-vis Jesus’ death on the cross, if 
research should establish or demonstrate to be very pro- 
bable that Jesus did not die on cross at all, but went 
away toa far-away land like Kashmir, for a second 
carer? Inthe realm of religion, this would indeed be a 
major happening. Would it contribute to secularist 
skipticism or would it influence disillusioned and disap- 
pointed Christians, to seek salvation elsewhere? 

The writer has expressed his genuine fears, when we take into 

account the tremendous importance of religious movements in 

our history and the rejection of eenturies old beliefs. Very 
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recently, questions have been raised about the historicity of 
Jesus Christ. The Gospels do not provide us with a detailed 
biographical account of his life and work. These acholars are 
searching Jesus Christ in the West, with the result that they 
declare: ; 
With out the historical Jesus, the Christ of the Church is 
shallow, a radient shell, a mythical hero without 
historical weight.® 


The confusion has arisen becouse, scholars are not trying to 
find out Jesus Christ in the East. At the same time, we have 
not to search the historical person of the recent past. 

Secondly, clinging to the historical Jesus is to remain blind, 
because professing any religion means, belief in its mythology. 
There could be no religion without mythology and its rejection 
would mean total denial of that religion. As such, itis 
necessary to have faith in all scriptures and there is no need to 
falsify the statement given in them, nor offer appologistic 
interpretations.” The disciples of Jesus Christ wrote, what they 
saw or believed. We cannot pass any judgement on what is 
written in the Gospels. 

Some scholars have stated that the existence of any such 
personality, like Jesus Christ cannot be correlated with histori- 
cal facts. Also, the super-natural events in the life of the Lord 
cannot be explained in term of science. We can only say: there 
is mysterious some thing which even the scientists also cannot 
explain. The present day knowledge of man is not the end of 
total knowledge. 

Those who have experienced or have so 
mystics, do acclaim rightly that Jesus Christ was a divine being 
incarnated in human flesh. One such friend has -written as 
under: 

Jesus was an Avatara, a manifestation through the from 
ofa human being ofa god, of a divinity one of the 
spiritual beings controlling our part of the stellar 
universe. 

Questions have been raised about the authenticity of the 
Gospels were condemned by the Chruch, it is also certain, that 


me contact with the 
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the compilers of the authorised Gospels, recorded with sincerity 
what they heard about Christ, what they knew of him and 
what they experienced. Had they haveto cook things, they 
could not have ignored the gaps in the life of Jesus. This is a 
conclusive proof of the authenticity of the Gospels, whether 
they are authorised or un-authorised. As such, it is necessary, 
to compile afresh the Old as well as the New Testament. By 
doing this, it will be possible for all of us, to absorb the real 
teachings of Jesus Christ, according to our inherent capacity. 
There is no need for theologians and the so called Biblical 
scholars to guide us: we can be our own guides in search of 
truth. It may be mentioned at the outset that truth is not the 
monopoly of any sect, religion or church. 
find God and this exercise requires to be d 
uncalled help of the clergy. 

Let every truth seeking innocent man be his own guide. In 


this way, we are hopeful God _ will surely come to show him 
light. Jesus once said: 


Humanity has to 
One without the 


He that believeth on me, 
Believeth not on me, 

But on him that sent me. 

And he that seeth me, 

Seeth him that sent me. 

Iam come a light into the world, 
That whosoever believeth on me, 
Should not abide in darkness.° 


It is of peculiar interest to us that both Buddhism and 
Christianity have many similarities of thought and ideas. Both 
these riligions are a good news to the suffering humanity. The 
subject has been fully dealt with by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 


Ahmad in his book, Mesih Hindustan Mein, and his thesis is 
quoted here: 


If Jesus has been called, the Master, so the Buddha has 
been called, Sasta or the Master, Both are tempted but 
could not scumb to such temptations, Like Buddha, Jesus 
Christ also fasted for forty days. Both taught the same 
in parables and their teachings have striking similarities.1° 
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It is also significant that in some statues, termed as Boddhi- 
sattavas, their palms show marks, which can be termed as 
marks depicting the proof of crucifixion. Can we presume that 
these Boddhi-sattavas or the later Buddhas or ‘‘prefect Beings” 
belong to the Order of Jesus Christ. Do these statues hint to 
the piercing of hands or feet of Jesus Christ? 


It requires to be noted that Jesus has been mentioned in 
the oriental manuscripts differently. He is called, Issa, Isa, 
Issana-deva, Isha Natha, Ishai, Isa Masih, Yusu, Yuzu, Yuzu- 
Kristo, Yuz-Asaph, and Yusu Masih. In some works, he is 
mentioned as Eshvara-putram, or the Son of Goda and 
Kanaya-garbum or Born of a girl. In some ancient manuscripts 
he is called Metteyya which is equivalent to Messiah.11 In some 
Persian works, he is known as Nasrani or Kristani which is 
equivalent to “‘of Nazareth” or Christian. It is also interesting 
that the Christians are known in the East as Nasaran and Kira. 
Jesus is also titled in the East as /bn-i-Maryam or the Son 
Mary. 


Father Peter Hebblethwait of the Jesuit Church in Farm 
Street, England writes: 


I am not at all perturbed or shocked by the speculations 
of Dr. Hassnain since it is open to anyone to ask 
questions. 


Rev. Lionel Swain of the Roman Catholic College of St. 
Ednund’s Ware, Hertfordshire states: 


The least that one must say about Dr. Hassnain’s views 
is that history about Jesus of Nazareth, especially about 
His survival of the Crucifixion, is pure fiction. It has no 
basis in history. 

Rev, Dewi Morgan. Rector of Flett Street’s Church, St. 

Bride, states: 

There is nothing outrageous about the suggestion by Dr. 
Hasenain that Christ went to India, in what I prefer to 


call the hidden years, Prof, Hassnain need not fear that 
the Christian Church will be upset by his observations. 
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On the contrary, the Church is only too anxious to 
continue researching. Weare concerned only with the 
truth. 

Canon Pearce-Higgins takes a different view when he states: 


Jesus had all the gifts of the spirit (healing clarivoyance 
and precognition) and He was nota medium in the 
modern sense of the word. He does appear to have 
revealed powers and qualities claimed for Indian Yogis. 
Like the Yogi, He spent hours in prayers and meditation 
with His disciples and His pattern of teaching was not 
dissimilar to that of the Hindu holy man. For that 
reason it is possible that there is substance to the claim 
that His last years in India, where He may, as Dr. 
Hassnain claims, have studied the techniques and beliefs 
of Eastern religions—although His spiritual teaching 
appears to have been His own. 


The distinguished Methodist leader, Lord Donald Soper 
says: 
IT am certainly not offended by Professor Hassnain’s views 
and I have read them with interest. But I am sure that 
there is far too much evidence against them. 


Thus, whether Jesus Christ did or did not die on the cross 
is a vital question in which not only the Christians but others 
are alike keenly interested for the sake of truth. After all, it 
would not be particularly heretic if the Church in particular 
and the humanity in general, had one day to accept the truth. 
That would not in any case alter the basic greatness of Jesus 
Christ and his teachings. 


Much evidence on the life of Jesus Christ has been des- 
troyed, particularly by the Jesuits with the main aim to separate 
the real Jesus from the Jesus of the accepted four Gospels. 
Their technique is to seek out and destroy all evidence. After 
We photographed two pages from the diaries of the Morovian 
Mission doctors, the diaries have been removed and are no 
longer there in Ladakh. The same calamity fell on the Tibetan 
scrolls which were discovered by Nicolas Notovitch. The 
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wooden cross which was photographed by me, lying in the 
wooden sarcophagus over the grave of Yuz-Asaph, has also. 
been stolen. So is the case with ancient damaged manuscripts 
which were on the sarcophagus. Most of my photographs are: 
missing after we took them to Europe to show them to publi- 
shers. 


We acknowlege and express our profound appreciation of 
those who helped us in many ways to continue our researches. 
Miss Iris Bolt, who is a specialist in etymology has shown 
continued interest in this project. Dt. Franz Sachse not only 
obtained rare and out of print books for us but also came to 
Kashmir for discussion of topics dealt with in this work. We 
are grateful to him for support and guidance. He has also. 
provided photographs for whicn we are indebted to him. Mr. 
Hemut Goeckel, Mr. G. Vansister, Prof. Miguel Diaz, Rabbi 
Elyahn Avihail, Khan Roshan Khan, Sheikh Abdul Qadir, 
Mirza Wasim Ahmad, Mr. Kurt Berna, Syed Abdul Hye, and 
M.A. Fauqie also helped us by providing research material, for 
which we express our sincere thanks to them. There are some 
friends who have given us much moral support and encourage. 
ment and they are: 


Dr. Gunter Ammon. 

Dr. NobuoYamazaki. 

Dr. Jose Hermogenes. 

Dr. John Hill. 

Mm. Christianne T. de Reyes. 

Rev. Sundara Aish Muni. 

Maj. Gen. Habibullah. 
There have been other friends who have been a sourse of 
inspiration to us and their names we have given at the end. 


It is not our intention to shake your faith in Jesus Christ 
or his mission. Our main aim in writing this book is to in- 
form the West that we in the East, have some source material 
about the historical Jesus who lived on after crucifixion. This 
book was not written in one day but is a result of many year’s 
continued search for evidence. We are searching truth and we 
wish other seekers to join with us in this noble venture. 
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We have to point out that the life and works of Jesus are 


of vital interest to the people of the world. It isin this spirit 
that we have compiled this book, piece by piece, ond our work 
has no connection, whatsoever, with any religious conviction or 
bent of mind. Wedo not belong to any cult or society. As 
such, we pray that our sins, which are many, may be forgiven 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 


Fida Hassnain 
Dahan Levi 
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Inscription 


Genesis 


In the beginning was the Word, 
And the Word was with God, 
And the Word was God. 


St. John. 


In the beginning God made the heaven and the earth. As 
the earth was invisible, he created the light so as to separate 
it from the darkness. He also ordered a firmament in the 
midst of the water, so as to make a separation between water 
and water. Accordingly, the water was gathered into one 
Teceptacle and the dry land appeard. Thus the land and the 
sea came into existence. After having created the animal life, 
God made man after his image. 

The above is the story of creation given to us, by the carly 
Semites. The whole work of creation was completed in six 
days and the seventh day was sanctified as the day of rest or 
the Sabbath. When men began to multiply and daughters 
were born to them, the sons of God came to this earth. Seeing 
these daughters of men, they fell in Jove with them and took 
them as their wives. These ladies bore children to them, 
which were perfect human beings or super beings. The story 
of sexual intercourse between the sons of God and the 
daughters of men, can be interpreted to mean that God deputed 
angels or supermen to develope the genetic code of human 
‘species, which lived on this earth. In order to explain the 
whole position, let us quote from the Old Testament: 
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And it came to pass, 

When men began to multiply on the face of the earth, 
And daughters were born unto them ; 

That the sons of God saw the daughters of men, 
That they were fair ; 

And they took them wives of all which they chose.” 

The above verses make it clear that the sons of God came 
to this earth and impregnated virgins. These sons of God 
were not mythical beings but super beings. Secondly, the 
taking of wives was not done in a monogamous way, but was 
a sort of.polygamy. The words, ‘wives of all’ denotes that 
these daughters of men mated with many pairs of these super- 
men, with the result that the present human race came into 
existence. For such a creation, it was necessary to make 
perfect, gene of human species. The above hypothesus is fur- 
ther amplified in the Old Testament as under : 

And the Lord said, 

My Spirit shall not always strive with man, 
For that he also is flesh : 

Yet his days shall be, 

A bundred and twenty years. 

There were giants, 

In the earth in those days ; 

And also after that, 

When the sons of God, 

Came in upto the daughters of men, 
And they bore children to them, 
The same became mighty men, 
Which were of old, 

Men of renown.” 

The above reveals that the giants had defiled the women 
on this earth, and God wanted to again reset the gene of 
human beings. He sent hissonsto impregnate these earthly 
daughters, who bore new species of children, who could live for 
nearly one hundred and twenty years. It is also apparent that 
God modified the age structure of the new human beings, 
whom he termed as men of renown. 

Some scholars have tried to explain the above development 
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of genetics as something mystical, declaring that such Marriages 
between the sons of God and the daughters of men are to be 
taken as mythology, and mating between them is to be termed 
as spiritual intermixture. Such an explanation. is absurd in 
connection with a scientific experiment like the perfection of a 
gene. It has been explained above that the whole purpose for 
sending supermen to this earth was to develop the genetic code 
of human beings, and for this purpose, intercourse between the 
mates was physical and not spiritual: more so, when God 
himself admits : 

My spirit shall not always strive with man, 

For that he also is flesh.4 

Here, God speaks of men as flesh and of himself as flesh, 
and the word, also, circumfences God in the meaning of flesh. 
It is thus clear that the sons of God were not spiritual beings or 
of ephemeral nature; they were mightly physical beings than 
giants, and they had physical intercourse with women of this 
planet. 

The above explanation seems to be in accordance with 
modern scientific opinion. The only question relates to the 
sons of God. Who were these or did God actually have sons ? 
The answer to this question may lie in the existence of human 
beings and supermen in other planets, who descended on this 
earth 2nd left the place after impregnating daughters of this 
earth. Where did they go after producing, what is termed as, 
mighty men or men of renown? Either they perished here: 
the ripe age of one hundred and twenty or flew back to other 
planets ! 


The Globe 


The present distribution of the continents is regarded a 
Tesult of drifting apart of the individual masses of the earth. 
Such drifting occurred millions of years ago. There was a time 
when Asia, Africa, America and Australia were tightly wedged 
together. God created a firmament in the midst of water, with 
the result that the water was gathered into one receptacle re- 
sulting into the appearance of lands. Thus the Old Testament 
clearly hints about the creation of the earth and drifting of 
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various lands, now known as continents. Even at present, the 
orgenic belts of the high mountain ranges, such as_ the 
Himalayas and the Alps are unilateral and extend over the 
earth and in the seas. These ranges pass through the lands 
and the seas of South America, Africa, Arabia, India, Australia 
and Antarctica. 


If we go beyond the farthest point that imagination can 
reach, we will find that the middle of the two Americas were 
nearer the Mediterranean; Mexico, Spain, Palestine, Ladakh, 
Korea and Japan were on the same longitude. Thus, there 
was a period, when the world was a single unit of the earth. 
This accounts for the story of Jesus Christ in the ancient 
traditions of Mexico, Spain, Palestine, Iran, Ladakh Kashmir, 
Central Asia and Japan. Far away in the dim past, we have 
known Jesus in many lands and Jesus, made his advent during 
the days of Herod, in the first. century B.C. 


It would thus appear, that we have to search for other sons 
of God, who made their advent from time to time in the above 
mentioned countries. Has there been only one Jesus or many? 
All this is a mystery. If Jesus came to this earth, when the 
continents had not drifted, then the tradition about his 
existence in Mexico, Palestine, Ladakh and Japan can be easily 
explained. Another conclusion would be’ that Jesus had lived 
in former ages, and he was reborn several times. 

When Jesus Christ wa: 
Middle East was 
lonians, the 


s born, the region known now as the 
divided between the Assyrians, the Baby- 
Persians, the Greeks and the Romans. Al] these 
People had their own gods and goddesses. All their Kings, 
Prophets, Ja w-givers and teachers were considered gods or the 
representatives of God. On other occasions, these worldly gods 
considered themselves as the sons of God. Not only had God 
made man in his own image, known as Adam, but also had 
created a woman for him. When Eve gave birth to the first 
child, she declared that she ‘gota man from the Lord’. Men 
began to multiply and divided themselves into tribes. These 
tribes migrated to various parts of the earth and found many 
cultures, 


For at least half a million years, these human species 
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scattered in various parts of the globe. These groups of people 
moved from place to place. It is only in the Paleolithic period 
that they abondoned the life of savagery, and began to settle in 
the Middle East. Neolithic period in the region began in 
6000 B.C.° 


Various Cultures 


May be that 20,000,000 years back our ancestors took their 
first step but the man, who could be termed as the founder of 
some sort of civilization, appeared nearly 500,000 years back. | 
He used stone implements and was a canibal. He lived in 
caves and pits. It was in 8000 B.C. that he moved out and 
started living in the villages. It was a beginning of civilization 
in the Middle East and the Far East. Urbanisation started 
around 7000 B.C. and pottery was introduced some years 
later. The earliest known Neolithic has been dated at Jericho 
and it was from the Middle East that the first agriculturists 
spread out into Europe, North Africa and India and mixed with 
the local population.® The first irrigation system in the world 
was started in Mesopotamia in 5000 B.C. It spread in Egypt, 
Iran, and other countries of the Near East. The name near 
Caucasoid, is used for the Mediterranean race also, stretched 
from Atlantic to India. As such, it covers the countries of 
Spain, Turkey, Arabia, Iran, Armenia, Afghanistan and 
Kashmir. Since the archaeological finds in Mesopotamia and 
Turkmania bears evidence to its trans-Asiatic character, it is 
evident that this culture had close affinity with the Indus 
civilization. It is also a fact that the Indus culture during its 
peak period, spread far beyond its limits and as such, it can 
be surmised that the cultures covering Egypt, Iran, Afgbanistan, 
Sind, the Punjab, Kashmir, Ladakh, Tibet, and Central Asia 
were the facets of the same culture, though bearing special 
features of a particular region. From its epicentre, this civiliza- 
tion moved from region to region and has left its impact on 
religion, arts and architecture. That is the reasons, as to why, 
we now excavate similar .or parallel objects of archaeological 
interest from the whole region at different places or sites. In 
the late pre-historic period, sedentary cultures emerged in 
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Egypt, Nubia, Patestine, Syria, Armenia, Asia, Minor, Mesopo- 
tamia and Iran. All these countries were subjected to successive 
Waves of immigration and the rise and fall of many empires.’ 
It is proved beyond doubt that the people from Mesopo- 
tamia moved toward the North-West of India in about the 3rd 
century B.C. The skeltons found at Mohenjo-daro and 
Harappa include the Mediterranean stock. This shows that 
the whole Tegion from Palestine to India had been peopled by 
the race, which should have continued to inherit the same 
‘cultur al affinity. As such, when we speak of Jesus Christ 
visiting East, it need not be considered a unique proposition. 
The trend of migrations of the tribes during the Mesolithic age 
has been from the West towards the East, from which side the 


sun rises, and man had been eagre to find out the abode of the 
sun god. 


Indus Civilization 


Indus Civilization grew in about 2000 B.C. with the found- 
ing of Mohenjodaro and Earrapa in the North-West of India. 
These people had established trade and cultural relations with 
the people of Afghanistan, Iran, Syria, and Egypt from earliest 
time. It was in Teality the projection of the Mesopotamian 
civilization. It is thus evident that India had established its 
relation with the countries of the Middle East and Western 
Asia long before the advent of Jesus Christ. 

Archaeological finds in Kashmir, Ladakh and Central Asia, 
have close connections with the Egyptian, the Assyrian and the 
Sumerion cultures. Though our researches are meagure, still 
these are important to established links that existed between 
the Semites and the Aryans, during pre-historic times. 


Inthe cylinder seals of Assyria, we find seven dots or 
circles along with the sun, moon and the star of Venus. These 
dots or circles are described as gods or goddesses in mythology 
We have found a similar seal at Mohenjodaro, known as the 
faes of seven sisters. It has been further established that 
many Indus seals have been un-earthed in Mesopotamia. Such 
seals, with circles have been found in Iran also, This would 
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reveal some sort of link between Mesopotamia and Mohen- 
jodaro on the one hand and Iran and Ladakh on the other 
fiand. The river indus flows from Ladakh and Kashmir into 
the Arabian sea. The Indus civilization, as we understand now, 
requires to be located in Ladakh, Kashmir, Afghanistan, the 
Punjab and Sind. This civilization flourished during 2400-1700 
B.C. and ranks among the four widely-known civilizations 
of the ancient world. 

At Hoi-Nar, Phalgham in Kashmir, the State Archaeology 
focated a site of importance, where brick tiles showing two 
animals, rearing up on their hind legs and tewining their necks, 
go as to make a circle, have been found. This motif is of 
common occurrence in the art of Asia from Egypt to Kashmir. 
The plague of king Nar-Mer, preserved in the National 
Museum, Cairo, depicts two animals tewining their necks in a 
circle. The same motif is shown on the tiles found at Hoi-Nar 
in Kashmir. Did Hoi-Nar had some link with Nar-Mer of 
Egypt? It may be mentioned Nar-Mer claimed divine advent 
as an incarnate god.® 

Similar motif has been located on jars from Egypt, which 
shows two animals in the same posture. The two motifs are so 
exact and similar that one gets amazed. This would show that 
artists from Egypt reached Kashmir, some time before the first 
‘century A.D. 

We find such motifs on Tibetan antiquities, showing two 
animals facing each other, rearing on their hind legs. This 
‘motif is of common occurrence in the art of Asia, from 
Mesopotamia to Siberia.® 

The sphinix of Egypt are known through out the world 
‘but it is strange coincidence that a sphinix, showing the lion 
with human face lies near the tomb of Kepachen at Chonggye 
in Tibet.?° 

The bull and the cow were worshipped by the Egyptians 
‘during pre-historic times. At Mohenjodaro, we have located 
many seals and terracottas, with motifs of bulls. The Sumerians 
assigned the statues of the goddess to the lion, which mythology 
‘was copied in the East also." 

Ethnologieally the pe o ple of Iran, Afghanistan and Kashmir 
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are the same people. Political domination of Iran over the 
North-Western regions of India began with the conquest of 
Punjab by Darius in 512 B.C. and the Tegion remained under 
their influence upto the 2nd century B.C. when the’ Kushanas. 
attained prominence. 

During these four centuries, the civilization and culture 
inherited by Iran from Egypt and Judah penetrated into the: 
North India. It was during this period that the Kharoshti script 
of the Hebrews penetrated into india. The influence of Iran on 
the art and architecture has been great and even the effigies of 
the four liones on the Ashokan pillar at Sarnath 
the famous Dharma Chakra were copied from the 
the palaces at Persepolis in Iran. It is strange that Kharoshti 
numerals are found on all the tiles excavated at Harwan, 
Ahan, Khurhom, Hoi-Nar and Mattan. 


and even 
pillars of 


Contacts Between East and West 


From time immemorial there have ex 
the East and the West. 
routes for commercial as 


isted contacts between. 
Besides the sea routes, there were land 


well as political Purposes. It is a 
historical fact that there have been continuous Migrations from 


West to East, during ancient and medieval period of our his- 
tory, insearch of better natural Tesources of food, water and. 
wood. We have scanty references about actual routes used by 
the nomade tribes during their migrations. However, it is clear 
that there existed links between the Middle East countries with 
India, Afghanistan, Central Asia and Tibet. It was Darius 
Hystaspes who colonised Afghanistan, and Cenain parts of 
Central Asia with Greek captives and slaves of war. Itis also 
known that sea trade between Egypt, Syria and India and such 
coastal navigation continued long before the coming of the 
Europeans into India, 

Herodotus also refers to the Greek settlements in Bactria six. 
centuries before the advent of Jesus Christ. Persia deported 
Syrians to Assyria during ancient times and after the fall of 
Sumeria in 721 B.C. the Israeli tribes were forced to disperse 
into Central Asia, Iran and Afghanistan, The transportation 
of the Greeks, the Israelies, the Sumerians, the Assyrians into 
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far East has continued for many centuries. The Kassites known 
as Kash, Kish or Kush travelled through Persia, Afghanistan, 
Central Asia to Kashmir. During their travels, they established 
settlements, with the appalation of Kash, Kish or Kush, and 
such towns, cities and countries are still knowm as Kashan in 
Persia, Kashghar in Central Asia and Kashmir and Kishtawar 
itself. It may bé pointed out that since ancient times, there 
existed an easy highway from Arabia to Persia, then to Afgha- 
nistan and North India to Kashmir, to Tibet and the Pamirs. 


Ancient Gods 


Tradition makes it that God blesses Noah and his family 
and they multiplied and the whole earth was filled by his 
descendents. Some out of his family settled in the fertile valley 
of the Tigris and Euphrates, where they built large ciries, where 
from travellers journeyed to Egypt, India and other countries. 
Abraham, who was the god of one tribe made a long journey to 
Cannan alongwith his people. Crossing the Sinai, Abraham 
and his people went to Egypt. Sarah the wife of Abraham 
being very beautiful was taken away to the palace of Phareoh, 
who cohabited with her.’ 

But after some time she was handed back to Abraham, who 
returned to Cannan with his tribe. When Abraham and 
Sarah were far advanced in age, God visited Sarah and she 
conceived.!? Abraham was one hundred years old, when his 
aged wife bore a son to him, named Issac. How did God 
impregnate Sarah ? 


And the Lord appeared unto him, 

In the plains of Mamre : 

And, lo, three men stood by him : 

And they said unto him, 

Where is Sarah thy wife ? 

And he said, 

Behold, in the tent, 

And they said, 

Sarah thy wife shall have a son.** 

And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, 
And the Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 
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For Sarah conceived, 
And bore Abrabam a son in his old age.5 


From the above, we infer that God, alongwith two other 
80ds visited the tent of Abraham in the plains of Mamre. All 
the three looked like men, and he prepared three measures of 
fine meal for them. Abraham fetched a tender calf and gave 
it to one man, who was young. This man dressed it. After the 
meals were prepared, Abraham set it before them and they did 
eat, 16 

After having delicious lunch, they asked him about the 
whereabouts of his wife and he allowed them to look her in the 
tent. Sarah laughed, saying as to how could she conceive and 
bear a child.” So Gods visited Sarah at the appointed time, 
as he had said, and he did unto Sarah as he had spoken.!® He 
impregnated her, and she bore a child, who was named Issac. 
Itis also clear that the Lord, who dealt with Sarah, was 
Yahweh and it was due to ‘him that Sarah conceived and bore 
4 son to Abraham in his old ave.}® 

The above is the second incident related in the holy scrip- 
tures about the Mating of the sons of God with the daughters 
of men. In varjous mythologies, we find the heavenly god 
mated with Ghe, the earthly maiden; Shiva, the sky god, 
holding moon in his hand fell for Parvati, the mountain 
Maiden of the Himalayas.?° 

To some, these sons of God are holy, wise .and immaterial 
beings in a beautiful human form of fiery light. They are also 
considered direct manifestation of God in a human form. 
When, it has been clearly revealed above, that a special feast 
was prepared for them and one of them hastened to dress a 
calf, which was roasted in butter, and all of them ate the 
Junch, they cannot be Considered as immaterial beings. They 
were also known as angels, who visited this earth to convey 
orders of God to men, May be these sons of God were 
astronauts who visited this earth during pre-historic times ! 


Moses the Law Giver 


Moses was selected by God, as his agent to deliver the law 


i alii that i alll, 

The Lord God of your fathers, 

The God of Isaac, 

And the God of Jacob, 

This is my name for ever, 

And this is my memorial unto all generations. 
‘This mysterious sentence: J am thatI am, has been rendered 
-differently by various scholars, as under: 

Ehyeh Aser Ehyeh. 

Ego Eimi Ho On. 

I-a-o-u-e. 

Ya-weh. 

J-a-v-e. 

Ye-uo. 

Yav. 

Yo. 
As ordered, Moses and Aaron, his brother went to Egypt and 
‘rescued the Children of Israel from the slavery of Pharoah. 
He led them away out of Egypt and after wanderings, brought 
then to Sinai. It was here that Yahweh gave the law to Moses 
for guidance of the people. 

Moses had brought these tribes to the Mountain of God 
to received “the foundation of their national unity and the 
constitution of their religious community. In their state of 
exaltation, they accepted with readiness the prerogatives and 
-duties of the divine election constituting them a holy nation, 
the priest-people among mankind, and guardians of the 
spiritual interests of humanity.” 


‘ 
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“Ten Commandments 


Comparison of the two versions of the Commandments 
given in Exodus, and in Deuteronomy reveals that the number 
-of the Commandments is not ten but more. 
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Here is the version from the earlier scriptures: 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 


(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 
(9) 
(10) 


(11) 
(12) 
(13) 


Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image. 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve: 
them. 

Thou shalt not take the name of thy God in vain, 
Thou shalt remember the sabbath day. 

Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery’ 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. d 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife. 

Thou shalt not covet any thing that is thy 
neighbor’s.2° 


Here is another version from Deuteronomy: 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 


(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 
(9) 
(10) 
(11) 
(12) 


These were the commandments, the statues, 
which were taught by God to Moses, who 


Thou shalt have none other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make thee any graven image. 

Thon shalt not bow down thyself unto them. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God. 
in vain. 

Thou shalt keep the sabbath day. 

Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness. 

Thou shalt not desire thy neighbor’s wife. 

Thou shalt not covet any thing that is thy 
neighbor’s.4 

and the judgments. 
wrote them on the 


tablets of stone. 

It was ordained by Yahweh that the gods of the alien 
nations were not to be worshipped by the followers of Moses. 
Idolatory was prohibited but the People continued to carve: 
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images of wood, stone, and metal for worship. The command- 
ments stressed sacredness of the marriage, and forbade all 
illicit relations. It was ordained "that every one had to work 
for six days but the seventh day should be left free for the 
thoughts of God. Thus Yahweh selected the followers of 
Moses as his special people to spread his words all over the 
world. It was a priestly class like the Brahmins of India.*® 

The manual of guidance for the nation was called Torah or 
jnstructions. It was written without vowels or punctuation, so 
as to render it capable of many and varied interpretations. It 
‘was read to the people and ratified by them. The original 
words of Yahweh were supplimented from time to time by the 
priests, who recorded the death of Moses also in the Torah. 
Naturally, such an event can not form part of the Book, 
during the life time of Moses. Incidentally, it may be mentioned 
that the invention of these Commandments have been attributed 
to the king Hammurabi of Babylon (1700 B.C.) as well as to 
the Light God, Samash. Moses who lived in 1400 B.C. appears 
to have borrowed much from Hammurabi. Whose complete 
text has been found in Susa inscribed on 21 horizontal 
columns.”* 

There is controvercy about the fact as to who gave the 
above commandments. Was he God or Yahweh? It has 
been stated earlier that it was ‘Yamweh, who impregnated the 
wife of Abraham, when he came in the guise of a youngman 
alongwith two other companions, and met Abraham in the 
plains of Mamre.2?. An anthropologist has remarked that 
Yahweh was originally the tribal god of Canaan, and Moses had 
married the daughter of the priest, belonging to the Order of 
Yahweh. He is also said to have helped Moses in his combat 
with Pharoah of Egypt. He is also said to have performed 
many miracles and it was through his efforts that Pharaoh 
alongwith his army perished in the sea. May be he was God 
himself, or God-incarnate or the son of God, or the local god. 
He is also known as the god of mercy, like Avalokiteshvara 
Buddha. The Jews have attributed two qualities to God; of 
mercy and of power. 

It was Moses, who bound the children of Israel into a 
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a nation, and in this task, he was helped by Aaron. After 
having succeeded to lead the Israeli tribes, out of Egypt in 
about 1220 B.C. he gave them, the law, by which all these 
tribes agreed.to hold Yahweh as their God. Thus a unity was 
formed among the scattered people, on the religious impulse of 
a common God, who adopted them eternally as his own child- 
ren. Moses taught them how to worship and thus laid the 
basis of spiritual monotheism. 


Mary the Consort 


Moses was assisted by Aaron because his sister Mary was. 
the chief consort of the former. Miriam is the old form of the 
name Mary, by which name she is mentioned in the Old 
Testament. When Moses and his followers crossed the sea, she 
took a timbrel in her hand, and danced with other ladies thus. 
singing : 

Sing ye to the Lord, 

For he hath triumphed gloriously : 
The horse and his rider, 

Hath he thrown into the sea.2° 

Moses made her the chief prophetess of the nation; an. 
honour given to apy lady for the first time in history. Upto 
that time, it had been the privilege of men only to become pro- 
phets. Thus Moses as prophet and Mary as prophetess retained 
the supremacy over the people, and Aaron acted as a chief 
priest, to spearhead the supremacy of the two. But the bond 
between this trio could not continue for long, because, Moses 
got infatuated with the love of an Ethiopian woman. Thus 
Aaron and Mary began to speak against Moses.2? 

In the mean while, the Amalekites led an attack on the 
followers of Moses and he put Joshua in command of the 
Israeli nation. Through his intercession and prayers the 
Amalekites were defeated. Thus he succeeded in founding the 
religion as well as a state for the Israeli tribes. 


Death of Moses 


When Moses was one hundred and twenty, God spoke to 
him saying: 
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Go.up the mountain Abarim, 

To that mount Nabo, 

Which is in the land of Moab, 

And take a view of the land of Canaan, 
Which I give to the children of Israel ; 

And die on the mount to which thou goest up, 
And be gathered to thy people, 

In the same manner, 

As thy brother Aaron died on the mount. 
Because you disobeyed, 

My word among the children of Israel, 
Because you did not hallow, 

Me among the children of Israel, 

Thou shalt see the land at a distance, 

But shalt not go in thither.*? 


From the above, we gather that God became angry with 
Moses because, he had disobeyed his word and had not 
hallowed him among the Isralites. As such, Moses was ordered 
to migrate to the mount Nebo in the land of Moab and die 
there. Indeed, it was a terrible trial for Moses, but, as he was 
always loyal and obedient to the will of God, he left on his 
last journey. Having reached the fixed place, he died of ex- 
haustion. Let us quote from the Old Testament : 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab 

Unto the mountain of Nebo to the top of pisgah. 

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there 

In the Land of Moab according to the word of the Lord. 

And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, 

Over against Beth-peor : 

But no man knoweth of his sepulture unto this day. 

And Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he 
died 
His eye was not dim nor his natural force abated.3! 

The above account, though very brief, is full of meaning. 
For the first time in the Old Testament, time and space have been 
shortened to such an extent that it is difficult to apprehend the 
tragic odyssey, which Moses was ordered to perform. He was 
a hundred and twenty years old but his eye-sight was not dim, 
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nor his natural energy abated. From the description given 
above, it is evident that he journeyed by land and sea to reach 
the place of his last destination. Minute examination of the 
schedule of his travel makes it clear that he proceeded to the 
city of palm trees ; then to Segor or Zoar; then to Jericho 
wherefrom he proceeded towards the country-side. 

From there he had to traverse wilderness and the desert 
area and all land of Judah unto the utmost sea, meaning there- 
‘by the Arabian sea. After crossing the lands of Manasseh and 
Ephraim, he went to Nephtali. From that place, he even 
crossed the Dan and Phasga, which is also known as Pisgah. 
After reaching the top of the Mount Nabo, Which is also 
known as Nebo, he breathed his last and died. He was buried 
jn the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor, 

It is evident that in order to find the place for his grave, he 
conducted along journey to Moab near Bethpur and died 
there. It is also stated categorically that no man knows his 
grave upto the day. Most of scholars have tried to locate all 
the countries which Moses visited, but in vain. Even some 
scholars had to admit that it was futile to search out the 
‘countries and the places, for these were unknown.*2 

Strangely enough, some place names around the grave 
of Moses can be identified in the valley of Kashmir, from the 
maps published by the Survey of India. We will revert to this 
subject towards the end of this chapter. It would be necessary 
to give some information about the dispersion of Jews in the 
‘Eastern countries. 


‘The Sects 


It is necessary to offer some details about the sects or reli- 
gious communities that lived in Palestine before the advent of 
the Christian era. Most prominent were the Hebrews, who 
had restored the Temple at Jerusalem and developed a well 
knit society, and a religious movement under the guidance of 
the priests, who were known as the priests of Jehouah. Most 
powerful among the priests, were called, Levites, who formed 
a special hereditary caste, supreme in religious heirarchy. The 
other priestly castes were known as Zodokits and the Areonies, 
‘said to have been commissioned by Zadok and Aaron. The 
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Jews believed in one God, who was supposed to care for and 
save the world from destruction. They were divided into a 
number of tribes and sects. After the imperial census of the 
year 6 or 7, the Jews understood fully that they were the sub- 
jects of the Romans. There were some among them, who 
incited the people in the name of Religion and were known as 
the Zealots. The majority consisted of the Pharisees, who 
expected termination of the Roman rule through the divine 
intervention. Among them was a section of the Baptists who 
expected arrival of the Messiah in the near future. The Sad- 
-ducees belonged to the priestly aristocratic class who allied them- 
‘Selves with the government. Distinct from them, there existed 
an Order of the Essenes, who lived in villages of their -own. 
They had a secret lore about angels and other mystic matters. 
They performed frequent ablutions and wore white garments,** 
The Essenes professed a severer discipline and were parti- 
cularly attached to each other. They selected other men’s 
children and fashioned them after their own pattern. Devoted 


to the works of ancient writers, {they could conquer pain by 
sheer will power.°4 


The Hebrews 


Palestine was occupied by the Neolithic tribes, in about 
‘4000 B.C. These ancient people lived in caves. The region 
was later occupied by the tribes from Canaan, North Arabia, 
Babylonia, Armenia and Egypt. Such waves of new settlers 
continued upto 1446 B.C. when Moses returned to Egypt. The 
‘tribes from Armenia were nicknamed as Khabiru, by the 
Canaanites which name, got changed into Hebrew, at a later 
Stage. As such, the earliest Jewish tribes came to be known 
as the Hebrews and their language also was termed as the 
Hebrew language. It was Moses, who combined all these 
tribes into one nation and gave them a religion. After having 
‘Consolidated their position, the Hebrews attacked Egypt, 
burning and looting many towns. But their supremacy was 
broken by the Hittites, in about 1293 B.C. The Hebrews came 
to be known as the Jews later on, and they are known as such, 
even upto present times. ; 
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The Jews 


The term, Jew has been derived from Judah or the follower: 


of Judaism. The word is pronounced in various languages. 
like this: 


Judaeus — ~ Latin 
Loudaios — Greek 
Yhudai -= Aramaic 
Yhudi —_— Hebrew 
Yahud _— Arabic 
Yahudi _ Urdu 
Yohud — Kashmiri 


It may incidently be remarked that Joo or Jeo used to be the 
Prefix of every name in Kashmir in the past. 


The Children of Israel 


The Israelites or the Children of Israel are known as Bani- 
Israel in the East. Jacob had twelve sons from bis legal wives 


and concubines and from them are derived the twelve tribes of 


Israel. Two divisio 


ns marked themselves off according to desc- 
ent from Leah or 


Rachel. As such, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah,,. 
Issachar and Zebulun reckoned themselves to the former and 
Joseph and Benjamin to the latter. The inferior lineage from 
the concubines Consisted of children of two groups ; Gad and. 
Asher of one group and Dan and Naphtali of the other group. 
However, they all knew themselves the children of the same 
father.35 
They fought among themselves for the holy land, with the: 
result that Joshua Partitioned them into two groups, and got 
them settled in the divided Palestine. Saul united them and 
Olomon gave them prosperity. But due to their internal 


strife, they got divided again, and the two tribes were lost to 
them. Subsequently, 


various kings, with the result that they got scattered in different 


lands, They also got mixed up with other nationalities and 
lost their identity. It was only some remnants that remained 
in Palestine. The fate of the ten tribes has become a mystery.** 
Hence, it became a mission of the Hebrew prophets to search. 
out these tribes and make them settle in the holy land.*” 


the remaining ten tribes became slaves of 
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In the 6th century B.C., the !Jews suffered persecutions and 
had to run away towards Syria and Babylon. In subsequent 
years, most of them were arrested and made prisoners. Persecu- 
tion of the Jews continued for centuries, they were either 
killed, made prisoners or had to run away. During the period 
of the Indo-Greek kings, most of the Jews, who were skilled 
in many arts, migrated towards Afghanistan, Bactria, and the 
hilly areas of Gilgit. During the secceeding periods, they were 
lost in variouc lands; for they had traversed long distances. 
They are said to have reached Gaznah and the country of the 
Kush where a river flows.*® 

The also reached the outskirts of Kashmir and settled in 
Hazara. Definite information is available about the Hebrew 
tribes of Hazara who mostly occupied themselves in trade and 
commerce.*® Hazara is situated towards South-West of 
Kashmir. The existence of the Jews in Central Asian countries. 
has been testified by various authors.‘ 


Hebrews in Egypt 


The story of the Hebrew settlements in Egypt is very old, 
when they migrated to that land and worked as agriculturists. 
It goes to that period when Hyksos ruled over Egypt. Moses 
assembled them and induced them to migrate from Egypt. It 
was Ramesse II, who utilised them for construction works. In 
about 1230 B.C. they revolted against the Egyptians. During 
the days of David, they attained supremacy in the region, now 
known as Israel. David established his camp at Jerusa- 
lem, which became a political, as well as, religious centre for 
them.*? Undet Solomon, they built the capital at Jerusalem, 
with hamlets, markets and the famous Temple. But in later 
periods, they divided themselves into two major groups, with 
the result that Egyptians sacked Israel and destroyed the 
Temple at Jerusalem. During the succeeding period, suffered 
untoled’miseries and were transported to foreign lands as 
slaves. In about 590 B.C., Psametik of Egypt, utilised them as 
mercenaries but they had to migrate again from that country. 


Hebrews in Persia 


In about 539 B.C. the Babylonians were defeated by Cyrus 
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the Great. The Jews hailed this defeat, for they had suffered 
at the hands of the Babylonians, who had: burnt the Temple 
at Jerusalem. Most of them had been carried away, as slaves 
to Babylon, and employed as agricultural labour. Cyrus the 
Great, not only liberated them from slavery, but allowed them 
to settle down in Palestine. They were allowed to establish their 
state and build the Temple at Jerusalem, under the patronage of 
the Emperor. Having attained freedom and status, most of them 
settled in Persia, and established themselves as rich traders. 
Now, they started to move towards the East and went as far 
as Central Asia. However, they looked to Jerusalem as their 
spiritual centre. where Menahem had established a subject 
State of Judea. Sensing that he had become too powerful, the 
Persians overthrew him, in about 485 B.C. Incidently, it may 
be mentioned that the Jews thought of Cyrus the Great as 
their saviour and made him a god in their writings. However, 
the Jews not only influenced the Zorasterians of Persia, but 
also were influenced by the foreign doctrines, this resulting in a 
mixed ethical and religious code. It wasa happy blending of 
Judaic and Zorasterian thought. It was during this period 
that the Persian art and architecture entered Palestine, and the 
Jews built large and luxurious villas there. But during the 
later period, reaction prevailed among the Jews and the priestly 
class under the guidance of Ezra succeeded in establishing 
orthodoxy among them. He forbade modernism and foreign 
ideas and even forced the Jews to abandon Persian wives. This 


resulted in complete isolation of the Jews of Palestine from the 
Israelis of other lands. 


Division Among Bani-Israel 


Bani-Israel and its downfall began with the death of 
Solomon.. After having ruled for forty years, Rehoboam, his 
son sat on the throne. Various tribes of the Bani-Isreel joined 
to present their demands before - ‘the new king, who rejected 
them with contempt. 

Out of these’ tribes, the ten tribes became angry and 
declared Jeroboam as their ruler and named -their.state a3 


Israel, while only two tribes, who had remained faithful to 
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Rehoboam, named his kingdom as Judea. From this period, 
the division started among the Children of Israel. Both the 
kingdoms fought many battles and destroyed each other. The 
kingdom of Judea was destroyed in 597 B.C. by Babylon, while 
the kingdom of Israel was destroyed in 72] B.C. by the 
Asbureans. It was after this destruction that the remaining 
ten tribes were made captives and settled in Khurasan, Iran 
and Sind.?° 


Jews in Greece 


It was in about £00 B.C. that the Jewish tribes came into: 
contact with the Greeks. Accordingly, they adopted the Greek 
architecture and arts. During this period, the Jews quarelled 
among themselves and were divided in many sects. In 323 B.C. 
Alexander the Great conquered Egypt and the Egyptian Jews 
rendered all assistance to him, for which they received many 
privileges. They considered him as their liberator and joined his 
army as mercenaries. When Alexander passed through Palestine 
and Seria, the Jews came forward to welcome him. Alexander 
marched towards Persia and subdued it very easily. He, then 
followed up his victories with an invasion of what had been 
the Persian territory in India. He reached on the Beas river 
when his troops refused to go further. He, therefore, kept 
some garrisons under the Greek commanders to guard his 
Eastern dominions.*? In this way, his Jewish mercenaries, not 
Only settled in the North-West of India but in other regions 
also. 

It was in about 260 B.C. that the Torah was translated into 
Greek. It was due to their contact with the Greeks that they 
Spread towards the Northern shores of the Mediterranean sea. 


Israelis in Afghanistan 


The Bactrians and the Skythians are early tribes that settled 
in the region, now known as Afghanistan. -The Sumerians, 
the Persians, the Armenians and the Afghans belong to the 
Same race of the Caucasoids of the Mediterranean stock. 
However, the Armenoids are predominent among the Afghans. 
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It is a historical fact that Afghanistan was an important 
country, through which the routes to Persian region, Asia 
Minor, Kashmir and Central Asia, passed since ancient times, 
In facts, the word, Afghan comes from the Armenian word, 
Aghvan, meaning the mountaineers. This establishes a historical 
connection between the Afghans, and the Syrian captives of 
Armenia.** 

Some of the Afghan tribes trace their genealogies to the 
Hebrew prophets and some claim a descent from the Israeli 
tribe of Kish. This would show that the Afghans are the 
scattered remnant of the ten lost tribes of Israel. Both Assyria 
and Persia established their colonies in Afghanistan, with 
captives from syria, who were Jews. Itis for this reason that 
some tribes in Afghanistan, still call themselves as Bani-Israel, 
or the Children of Israel. It was during the Arab occupation © 
that they got themselves converted to Islam.‘® 

Among the tribes of Afghanistan, we find the names, which 
indicate their connection with the Greeks from pre-historic 
times. But it was during the invasion of Alexander that the 
Greeks, not only settled in various parts of Afghanistan, but 
also established their kingdoms in the region. It is interesting 
to know that about seventy Israeli priests did settle in Herat in 
Afghanistan. Some of the Israeli prophets are burried at Balkh 
and Ibn-i-Betuta, the famous world traveller, makes special 
mention about the Tomb of Ezekiel’ there. Another prophet 
of the Jews, Samuel is buried on the side of the road leading to 
Khurasan from Hamadan. Another Israeli Prophet is buried 
at Rang-barang near Bajoor in Afghanistan.** 

It is interesting to note that the Afghans carry their tribal 
names even at present also and use them as cognomen. Pro- 
Minent among these tribes are the clans of Ammon-zy¢, 
Amma-zye, Davood-zye, Abrahim-zye, Shemoo-zye, Yusuf-zye, 
Ayub-khel, Haroon-khel, Issa-khel, Ishaq-khel, Mysa-khel, 
Sulaiman-khel Yayab-khel, Yaqoob-khel Yunus-khel and 
Zakaria-khel.*” All these clans do possess their ancestral 
pedigrees, whick carry their ancestral line right upto Jacob. 
These Records of Rights are also preserved the Revenue 
Archives of each region of Afghanistan, Chitral and Peshawar. 

The Afghans call themselves Bani Israel or the Children of 
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Israel. They say that they migrated to Ghore and Bamean 
during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. They got converted to 
Islam due to the efforts of Khalid ibn al-Walid in about 633 
A.D. For their services to him in the wars against the infidels, 
‘they were honoured with the title of Butan which has changed 
to Pathan now."® Some Afghans claim their descent from 
‘Cush and Ham and call themselves Bani Israel. They have 
mixed the Mosaic Law into their moral code.‘ 

Jews in India 


There is a theory that like the Aryans, the Semites also 
originated from India, and migrated towards the West. It is 
‘further observed that the extraordinary persistence of the Jewish 
‘community has its basis in the caste system of the Hindus, 
where the Brahmins would never mix with other people, nor 
allow any one to join their caste. However, it can not be 
‘denied that there had been much traffic between the North- 
‘West India and the Middle East during ancient times. Even 
at present, there are Hebrew settlements on the Western coast 
‘of India, at Bombay, Cochin, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. In 
Kerala, the Jews are divided into 'he white Jews and the black 
Jews. Both the groups do not mix ; rather 1 ok down upon 
‘each other, each claiming to belong to the original followers of 
Judaism. They came to Kerala 2000 years ago and the kine 
granted lands in their favour. One of their chiefs, Joseph 
Rabban was granted the title of Srinadan Moplah.®° 

Recent researches have revealed the existence of the 
remnants? of Bani Israel in Burma, Nagaland and Kashmir. 
‘The Pashtoon community living in Gutli Bagh, Ganderbal, in 
Kashmir have claimed that they are from the Children of 
Israel. They say that have migrated from Afghanistan, where 
live the other tribes of Bani-Israel. They were once followers 
-of Moses and later converted to Islam.®! 

We are informed that the first two tribes which were 
deported to Afghanistan were that of Gad and Reuben. This 
happened when Ashurnazirpal ruled over Assyria. May be 
this migration took place during the last decade of the 
‘century B.C. Out of the two tribes, mentioned above, th 
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Reubenites proceeded further towards Hazara and Kashmir 
while the Gaddites premanently settled in Afghanistan. The 
descendents of the Gaddites are known as Gadd-rani during. 
present times. According to another source, this deportation 
of Jews to Afghanistan continued in an organised manner upto 
the reign of Nebuchadrezzer (539 B.C.).°2_ It will be of interest 
to know that Nebucbadrezzer is known in Kashmir as 
Bakhatnasser and there are many stories woven arround his 
name. Among the Kashmiris, a person who isa dandy and a 
rogue is nicknamed as Bakhatnasser. 

The Israeli tribes who had suffered persecutions got them- 
selves settled in the hilly areas and valleys of Kashmir, Hazara, 
Gilgit, and Chitral. Majority among them changed their 
religion from time to time and became Buddhists, Shaivites and 
Muslims. It has been observed by many writers that their 
faces, conduct and behaviour shows that they are the descen-- 
dents of the ancient race of Israel. 

It has been testified by the Christian missionaries that the 
Kashmiris are the descendents of the Hebrews.** Evidence: 
regarding existence of the Jewish literature has been also: 
found. It is related that an old manuscript of Tora in Hebrew 
was procured from Kashmir by a Christian missionary.®* 

Another writer, who conducted the land settlement of” 
the Kashmir valley during the 19th century states that the 
majority of the Kashmiri people belon» to the Semitic race.. 
Their women with facial features are generally like their Jewish 


counterparts. It appears that the Kashmiris are no more 
except the lost tribes of Israei.5* 


Kashmir 


The valley of Kashmir is named by its inhabitants as- 
Kasheer because it was a settlement of a race known as Kash or 
Cush who were of Semitic origin. These people found the 
towns of Kash, Kashan and Kashgar. Kash isa town in 
Bukhara, Kashan existsin Iran and Kashgar lies in the 
Chineese Turkistan. 

From earliest times, Kashmir is known as a paradise oD 
earth. It has been claimed that many patients who suffered 
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from fever and stomach trouble got recovered by drinking. 
water of its springs. Occasionally, sterile women got pregnant 
here. God almighty has given many blessings to this land, 
and for this reason, Kashmir is called the blessed land. Holy 
scriptures of the East have acclaimed it as the land of bliss. It 
is also a historical fact that many a prophets and saints of the 
world have visited Kashmir during their life-times.°” : 

Kashur means the abode of the Kashur people and Kashur 
means those who eat meat. The Hindus believe that all their 
religious shrines are situated in the valley. ashmir is also 
known as the Garden of Solomon, who got it populated in 
100 B.C. 

In order to save themselves during the invasion of Alexan- 
der, some of the Jewish tribes spread into the mountain valleys 
of the Himalayas. They also reached Kashmir and Tibet 
via Afghanistan.” These people brought their religious relics 
with them, Claudious found an ancient copy of Tora, in 
Kashmir, which was written on leather and its length consisted 
of 48 feet.°° 


The Kush Tribe 


Kush or Cush was the son of Ham and a grand-son Noah.** 
He was the founder of the Kash or Cush tribe, which settled 
in the Bast. This tribe found Kash, a village near Bagdad. 
These people named rivers, mountains, cities and countries. 
after the name of their ancestor, Kash or Cush. In Meso- 
potamia, they founded a kingdom and the Kashan river ip 
that country is a testimony of this fact. ~Kash-mar a village 
near Nishapur in Iran was also found by them. This tribe also 
proceeded towards Central Asia and found many settlements. 
Kash-mohra, a village in Merv; Kash, a village in Bokhara; 
Kash-band and Kash-ania, the villages in Samarkand, were 
their settlements in Central Asia. In Mesopotamia, the tribe, 
founded the towns of Kash-an, Kash-af and Kashi. They also 
moved towards Afghanistan and found their settlements at 
Kash-kar, Kash-hil, Kash-ek and Kash-u. While the Hindu- 
Kush mountains are named after them, they also found a settle- 
ment in the South of mountain range, known as Kash-mor. 


( 
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It was Babar, the founder of the Mogbul dynasty in India, 
who pointed out in his memoirs that the etymology of the 
word Kash-mir is derived from the Kash or Cush tribe, which 
inhabit the valley.** This ‘tribe settled in the region, now 
Known as Kash-tawar, in the Doda District of Kashmir. 
‘Crossing the Pir-Panjal range, these people spread in the valley 
of Kashmir, Kush-tawar, in the Pulwama District, Kash-nag, 
‘8 spring in the Anantnag District, and Isae-Kush village bear 
the name of this tribe. These people were led by their leader, 
Kash-yapa into the valley and according to an old tradition, 
. the name Kash-mir is derived from him. However, there is no 


linguistic evidence to Support this idea, because the whole fable . 
of Kash-yapa and his progeny is astronomical.** Had Kash- 


yapa drained the valley of its waters or found his progeny in 
any part of tre valley, its capital would have been termed as 
Kash-yapa-nagar or Kash-yapa-pur, as is the way with the 
etymologies of that period. According to the latest geological 
researches, it has been established that the valley of Kashmir 
‘was a lake, millions of years back and its water found its outlet 
by the volcanic agency through the narrow gorge at Baramulla. 

However, it can not be denied that the Kush or Cush tribe, 
¢stablished their kingdom in the valley, and history records 
some kings of this tribe, namely, Utpala-Kusha, and Hirneya- 
Kusha.** The latter has also been mentioned as the hero of a 
fairy tale in the Katha-sarit-sagara, an ancient Sanskrit work 
of Kashimr. {[t also records Kanaka-Kusha, his father, as one 
of the kings of Kashmir. It is not only that one of the Semite 
tribes, namely the Kash or Cush settled in the valley but there 
is historical evidence Tegarding dispersement of the other 
Israelj tribes around the valley of Kashmir. The tribes men- 
tioned in the Old Testament and those who retained their 
names in Kashmir are mentioned in other work’s.° 


The Book of Esther gives an account of a king, who reigned 
from India to Ethiopia and whose kingdom consisted of 127 
provinces. It states: 

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus which 
reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over a hundred 
and seven and twenty provinces. that in those days, when 
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the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, 
which was in Shushan the palace, in the third year of his 
reign, he made a feast unto all jhis princes and his 
servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and 
princes of the provinces, being before him: when he 
showed the friches of his glorious kingdom and the 
honour of his fexcellent majesty many days, even a 
hundred and fourscore days.* 
‘The above account establishes very ancient contacts between 
India and the Middle East. It was during his reign that the 
Jews established themselves throughout the empire. With the 
result that Haman, the new minister at court complained that 
these people have scattered abroad and dispersed among the 
people in all the provinces of the kingdom.® 

The Nila-mata-Purana is an ancient Sanskrit work dealing 
with the legends concerning the origin of Kashmir, its inhabi- 
‘tants, sacred places and rituals. It makes mention of following 
tribes, which settled in the Valley of Kashmir, when it emerged 
-out of the lake : 

1) Nagas, the dragon-worshipers, akin to the Scytho- 

Median Zohak. 

2) Pishacas, the tribes living between the Hindu-kush and 

Kapisa or modern Kafiristan. 

3) Darvas, the sons of Dara, the descendants of Judah. 

4) Abhesuerus, the tribe of Ahasuerus, the emperor. 

5) Gandharas, the people of Gandhara. 

6) Jubundaras, the tribes of Ghazni. 

7) Sakas, the Scythians. 

8) Khashas, the descendants of the son of Noah, Cush. 

9) ‘Tanganas, the Central Asian tribes. 

10) Mandaves, the descendants of Mandu. 
11) Madras, tribes of ancient Sakala. 

12) Antagiris, the mountain tribes. 

13) Yavanas, the foreigners or the Ionians. 

Out of the list, the Darvas, the Abhesuerus, the Khashas are 
-primarily the Jewish tribes. As regards the Abhesuerus, the 
tribe after the name of the emperor Ahasuerus deserves special 
‘mention. They were the famous people, who helped the 
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Assakenoi In offering resistance to the Greeks. Alexander the 
Great confirmed their ruler under, the title of Satrap.© It is. 
evident that like the Cush tribe, the Abhesurus had attained. 
prominence in Kashmir. 


Advent of Buddha 


According to the Buddhist chronicles preserved in the 
Hemis monastery in Ladakh, there have existed many previous 
Buddhas, until the time, when Sakya-muni-Buddha made his. 
advent into this world. He is mentioned as the king over the 
three thousand worlds of suffering beings. According to these 
chronicles, there are seven Buddhas who are supreme, and who 
have power over trans-migration."° The rulers of the world 
divided into the two categories: the Buddha rulers and the 
non-Buddha rulers. The former came to this world to do 
good to the humanity and save them from sufferings. Sakya-- 
muni Buddha was the Son of God and his mother was the best 
and purest of the daughters of men. She was a virgin, when. 
she gave birth to Buddha.” He was tempted several times by 
the Devil but he did not scumb to these temptations. During. 
the period of temtation he was on a fast for forty days. He 
performed many miracles and gave impressive sermons to the 
multitude. He talked in parables and explained spiritual. 
matters by means of physical analogies.”2. He showed the way 
to obtain perfection of virtues, so as to attain nirvana or the 
eternal bliss. 

Soon after his demise, the leadership of the community 
came into the hands of Sriputra who did the same thing as. 
Paul did to the original teachings of Christ. He gave emphasis 
to the orthodox views with the result that a division creeped 
into the Buddhist Sangha. The first Buddhist Council to settle: 
the differences was held at Rajagarha. The second Council 
was held about a hundred years later at Vashali but without. 
much success, The Buddhists split into two major sects known 
as Thera-vadins and the Sarvasti-vadins. The third Buddhist 
Council was held at Pataliputra in the 3rd century B.C. It was. 
called by Ashoka tho great for settlement of differences among 

the orthodox and the progressive schools, Ashoka did in- 
valuable service to Buddhism by deputing missionaries. 
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towards the Eastern and the Western regions bordering India 
During his reign, Buddhism got a foothold not only in India, 
‘ut outside in Central Asia, Tibet, Burma, Thailand, Afehani- 
stan, Persia and Kashmir. We find a Buddhist mission from 
the river Ganges in India reached the court of Philadelphus 
(285-246 B.C.) at Alexandria. The king was a patron of 
culture and had obtained the Hebrew sacred books for trans- 
lation purposes. The Buddhist mission from India not only 
found a welcome at his court but patronage also, for he was 
very much interested in ancient laws and scriptures.”* 


The Jewish population of Alexandria resided in a compact 
quarter in the North of thecity. Itis probable the Buddhist 
mission from India got settled adjacent to the Jewish commu- 
nity. The Thera-vadins influenced the Essenes Order to such an 
extent that they came to be known as ‘‘Thera-peuts”. Philo 
speaks of the Thera-peuts as those Essenes who of their own 
free will, retired into solitude, and who from love of godliness 
and heavenly things, passed their time in studying religion and 
nature. They live in several places in Palestine and Egypt, and 
in this last country their greatest congregation was in the 
vicinity of the city of Alexandria’”.”? It is certain that links 
between the Indian Buddhists and the communities living in 
Egypt and Palestine date back to the 3rd century B.C. The 
next important event in the history of Buddhism is the con- 
version of Menandera, a king of a Bactrian dynasty of Greek 
origin, to Buddhism. The king was defeated by the famous Bud- 
dhist philosopher of Kashmir, Nagasena in a discussion held 
at a place in the vicinity of Kashmir. Hence-forth, the Indo- 
Greeks appear to have accepted the doctrines of Buddhism.’® 
In the first century, the Kushans emerged as the foremost 
ruling dynasty in the North of India including Afghanistan. 
It was Kanishka, who convened the fourth Buddhist Council in 
Kashmir. Hence-forth, the Mahayana or the progressive 
Buddhism penetrated into Central Asia from Kashmir, and 
then spread out in China and Korea and thence to Japan, It 
is during this very period that we find a saintly person in 
Kashmir to have come from a far-off land, claiming that: he is 
known as Ishvera-putra or the Son of God and Kanyagarbha .ot 
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born of a girl, We will take up this issue in subsequent 
pages. 


Jewish Traits 


Many scholars have pointed out that the Kashmiris prepare 
their graves on the model of the Jewish tombs. Such graves. 
are called Mosai graves and are directed from East to West. 
The Gujjars in Kashmir, who are Muslims term themselves as 
the descendents of Israel. Their dress, as well as fashion of 
their hair is pecullarity of Jewish style. The paddle used by the 
Kashmiri boatmen is on the model of a heart and is in vogue 
even at present. Such paddles are never used in any country 
of the world except Palestine and Kashmir. The Kashmiri 
boatmen call themselves as the descendents of the prophet 
Noab. Old architecture in Kashmir reveals that the stairs- 
leading to it, are always from West. This is not the case 
with the ancient Hindu, Muslim or Buddhist architecture. 


At Aish Mugam, we have the rod of Moses, which is called. 
Asai-Sharif or the esteemed staff. 


Tomb of Moses 


The circumstances under which Moses died are shrouded in 
mystery.”° i 

Nothing is known about the tomb of Moses, except 
that he was buried in the valley of Moab near Bethpeor,. 
situated ina far off land in the East. It is believed that 
Moses was buried on the hill of Nabu over looking the valley 
of Lolab and Bandipur in Kashmir. Some historical 
material is available to show that Moses came to Kashmir. 
Some of the towns and hills are still named after him. It is. 
also stated that Moses came to Kashmir in his last days.”” He 
was buried at both on the hill of Nabu in the Bandipur. His. 
tomb is visited by many a Kashmiri devtees.”* According to 
some, Moses came to Kashmir to preach them the word of 
God.” The Jews believe that Moses disappeared and went to 
the Land of Promise, ina far off land in the East. It is 
surprising that the five places mentioned regarding the Land of 
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Promise are ; Bethpeor, Hesbun, Pisgah ount Nabu and the: 
valley of Moab, do exist in Kashmir even at present. Accord- 
ing to the Western scholars all these places have remained: 
unidentified. But the Survey of India map would reveal that 
all these places can be located in the Bandipur area. Bethpeor 
was known earlier as Behatpur in Kashmir and now is known 
as Bandipur.*! 

Hashbon is now known Hashba, Pisgah is known an Pish, 
Moab is known as Mowu and Nabu is known as Nabo or 
Nil-toop.®? All the above mentioned places do exist in the 
area in which the tomb of Moses is situated. 

Moses was a prophet and he was ordered by God to refrain: 
from entering Palestine and die on the hill of Nabo.8? “Go. 
thee, unto Mount Nabo and die, but thou shalt not go unto- 
the land, which I give to the children of Israel”. He had to 
obey the commands and went to Kashmir. People believed in. 


him and his tomb is known as the shrine of the “Prophet of the: 
Book”’.®4 


Jewish Settlement 


The Jews, after having settled in Kashmir found many 
villages and towns, and some of these exist even at present, 
Jewish immigration into, Kashmir continued for many centuries. 
and they went on adopting local religions. A stage came, 
when they stoped such infiltration and they would allow only 
one or two Jews, to enter the valley every year.®® 

Thus, it is not strange that many place names which have 
given in the Tora and the Bible also exist in Kashmir. Refer- 
eace is invited to the following table, which shows the existing 
settlements : 


Ashma_ Ashma 
Ashar Ashew 
Astera . Astore 
Babal Babel 
Balpor Balpura 
Benatpore Bandipor 
Karan Karan 


Mattan Mattan 
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Nabo Nabo 
Dore Dore 
Haroon Harwan 
Pisgah Pis 
Uri Uri 
Golgotha Glgit. 


The Jews uphold such things, as daily worship, regular prayers, 
intensive study and dietary laws, known as Kashrut. They 
insist on the separation of men and women in the synagogue. 
They also do not permit music during religious ceremonies. 
The same is the case with the Kashmiris, who are very parti- 
cular about intensive studies, regular prayers, dietary laws and 
sparation of men and women during preyers. No instrumental 
music is played at the time of religious congregations. 


Impact of Jewish Immigrations 


The Jewish immigration resulted in affecting much influence 
on the language, custom and behaviour of the Kashmiris. It is 
not the scope of this book to givea detailed account of the 
similarities between the Israelites and the Kashmiris. Buta 
general review of the impact of Jewish influence can be sum- 
marised in the foregoing paragraphs. 

There are many Hebrew words in the present day Kashmiri 
Janguage and the ratio has been fixed at 9 percent and such 
Hebrew words are still in vogue.8* The Hebrew influenced the 
Kashmiri language nearly two thousand years back.®” The early 
Jewish tribes, who came to Kashmir, from Central Asia, spoke 
the Aramaic language, and this language changed itself into 
the Kashmiri Language. 


The Kashmiri Language 


The aboriginal tribes, which settled in the valley of Kashmir 
after its emergence from water, evolved their own language, 
which may be termed as original Kashmiri. But with the 
advent of other tribes, such as the Khasite Aryans, their 
language underwent a change. However, Researches reveal 
that the original Kashmiri words, idioms and proverbs are a 
mixture of many languages, such as, Aramaic, Hebrew, Sanskrit 
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and Persian®®. The Kassites were a sub-stock of the Aryans 
whose exploits are shrouded in mystery. We hear of them as 
Kish in the Old Testament. They established themselves as 
rulers of Babylonia in about 1780 B.C. and named their 
capital as Kish.°° They established a settlement in Persia with 
the name of Kashan. After having crossed the Hindo-Kush, 
they found Kashgar in Central Asia. Having crossed the 
Indus, they settled in Kishtawar and Kashmir. These Kassite 
tribes have also been termed as Semites who migrated towards 
the North West of India and settled in the region. We find 
traces of the Brahmi and Kharosti in Kashmir in the shape 
of inscriptions, tiles and numeral. It is a fact that both 
these alphabets are derived from the Aramaic alphabet, which 
was prevalent in Mesopotamia in the 5th century B.C. It is for 
this reason that the present day Kashmiri language contains 
30% Persian, 23% Arabic and 45% words from Sanskrit and 
other languages including Hebrew.* 

Similarly, many ceremonies, like that of birth, marriage, 
and death are same in Kashmir as prevalent in Palestine. The 
period of purification for ladies is above one month among 
both the nationalities. Levirate marriages are a common feature 
among the Jews as well as the Kashmiris. Mourning for the 
dead is fixed for forty days among both the people. Even the 
coffins to carry the dead, are of the same design. The Jews 
always have their graves from East to West and such graves 
have been found in Kashmir with Hebrew inscriptions. 

The Jews and the Kashmiris have some similar food habits, 
such as eating of somked fish, using of oil only for cooking 
purposes. 


Lingam—The Holy Stone 


Among the Kashmiri Pandits, the worship of Lingam, the 
holy stone is a daily routine. In every shrine, we find a stone, 
on which they pour flowers, incence, water and oil every day. 
To themit is the phallus of Shiva and a symbol of creation. 
Every Pandit has great reverence for certain rocks and stones, 
which are raised at sacred places. In the Old Testament, this 
stone is given many names, such as Jegar, Galeed and Mizpah.” 
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Anointing of the sacred stones has been mentioned in tLe Old 
Testament at many places, such as the followings: 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, 

And took the stone, 

That he had put for fis pillows, 

And set it up for a pillar, 

And poured oil upon the top of it.” 


In ancient Canaan, the religion of the people was the type of” 


polytheism practised among the Shivites of Kashmir. Like 
Canaan, each spring, lake, hill or city has its divine or devil 
possessor. These possessors are both males and females in 
both the countries. In Canaan, they are known as Baal or 
Baalah, while in Kashmir, they are known as Deva or Devi. For 
demonic possessors, the Kashmiris use the name: Beru. The 
worship of the sun and the moon was common both in ancient 
Canaan and Kashmir. 


The temples in both the country had carved images and. 


statues. It is also significant that in every temple there used to 
be a stone pillar, which was known as Mizpah in Canaan and 
Lingam in Kashmir. ‘The Pandits of Kashmir continue to 
worship this stone pillar even today. It may be noted that in 
ancient Canaan, the sexual manifestations of life were under 
them patronage of the goddess Astarte. On festive occasions, 
there used to be music and dancing before her alter and men 


and women gave themselves to orgies. In India, goddess. 


Astarte is still being worshipped as Kumari or Durga. The 
Hindus Think of Shiva and Durga, as the promoters of crea- 
tion and for this reason, are represented by the two symbols of 


the Lingam (phallus) and the Yoni (vagina). Among the Kaulas- 


and the Shaktas, worship of Shiva and Durga is practised by 
eating flesh, drinking wine and giving themselves to orgies. 
Magic and sorcery were ripe both in Canaan and India. With 
the advent of the followers of Judaism, many such practices 
came toanend. But one point is significant and that is, that 
there exist parallels between Kashmir and canaan of bygone 
times. 


It is recorded in the Hebrew history that when Moses was 


away, the Children of Israel began worshipping a calf. Among. 
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the Hindus, the tradition of revering a cow continues even upto: 
this day. After their occupation of Canaan, the Jews could 
not help adopting some of the old religious practices. They 
adopted some form of idolatory and created images for worship 
in the form of a bull or a serpent®? Among the Hindus of 
India in general and among the Kashmiri Pandits, the worship 
of Shiva’s bull and serpents isa common practice. While the 
followers of Hinduism have a special fascination for the Shank 
the followers of Judaism have attached great importance to the 
Shofar. On all festive occasions and religious ceremonies, the 
Hindus blow the Shank, a horn created out of a sea shell. The 
Jews, on the other hand blow the Shofar, which is ram’s horn. 
It is common practice to blow the Shofar in the Synagogues 
each morning at the time of prayers. In the same way the Shank 
is blown each morning in the Hindu temples of Kashmir at the 
time of recitation of the Bhajan or prayers. Both the Jews and 
the Hindus blow these horns at the climax of their prayers. 
It is a strange coincidence that both the communities have 
special prayer for rain, because it is blessing upon the face of 
the earth. 

Among the Hindus, the Dewali is considered as the festival 
of lights while the Jews have a similar festival known as the 
Chanukah, which oil lamps are kindled. Both the festivals 
commemorate victories. 

In the month of Visakh, the Kashmiri Pandits observe the 
festival of Visakh. This day is considered auspicious for 
drinking and eating special foods. It occurs in the first fort- 
night of April and is similar to the Jewish festival of Pisakh,. 
which is celebrated in early spring. On the occasion of Pisakh,. 
the Jews eat special kind of bread. 

Another festival of the Kashmiri Pandits deserves consider- 
ation. Itis known as Til-Ashtami, which is observed on the 
lunar eight day, during the 11th month of the year. While 
lamps are lit and rice is droped on them, the chief priest pours 
oil on the sacred stone, which is called lingam. This ceremony 
is just likethe anointing ceremony of the Jews, where they 
anoint the tabernacle with oil. 
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Jesus in Kashmir 


In the subsequent pages, we will be dealing with the life 
of Jesus Christ, which would show, that he came to Kashmir in 
search of the lost tribes of Israel. Not only it is believed that 
Jesus Christ graced this valley after he left Jerusalem, but all 
over Central Asia, as well as in Ladakh and Tibet, there is a 
strong belief that Jesus Christ travelled in these countries.°° 

As such, it is not a strange coincidence that there exist a 
dozen of towns and villages in these countries, associated with 
his name or named after him. It may be mentioned at the 
outset that Jesus is known Jusu or Yusu or Issa in Kashmir. 
Some of the place associated with his name are mentioned 
below: 

Ishabar, meaning the place of Isa. 
Ishmuqam, meaning the site of Isa. 

Yus midan, meaning the ground of Yusu. 
Yusmarg, meaning the garden of Yusu. 
Yusnag, meaning the spring of Yusu. 

All the above sites are visited by the locals as well as 
tourists in Kashmir. It may be mentioned that Jesus is called 
Yusu in Hebrew. 

Ancient Chronicles of Kashmir tell us that nearly 2000 years 
ago, the famous saint Isana used to live here, who would re- 
surrect the dead to life. Isa means Christ because he is known 
as such in the East. Now, this saint Isana saved the prince of 
the Aryas from the cross and gave him life. This is the same 
story of crucifixion of the Bible recorded in the ancient history 
of Kashmir. 

It is strange coincidence that Christ met the Kashmiri King, 
some time before 78 A.D. Their conversation has been repro- 
duced in a manuscript written in 115 A.D. 

It may look strange that Jesus Christ proclaimed his pro- 
phethood in Kashmir and died here. His tomb with a stone 
engraved with his feet impression is also lying at Khanyar, in 

Srinagar, Kashmir. 

All these issues will be dealt-with, in subsequent pages. It 
is suffice to say that researches condurcted so far on the subject, 
have established two visits of Jesus Christ to India ; one at 
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the age of thirteen and the other as an elderly person of forties. 
Translation of poem in Kashmiri about the tomb of Jesus 
Christ is reproduced below : 


WAONAUNUAWNHE 


Here lies the Tomb, 

So famous and so illuminant : 
Sanctum of the Prophet. 
Whosoever bows before it, 
Receives light and consolation. 
Tradition has it : 

There was a prince, 

Accomplished, pious and great: 
He received the Kingdom of God ; 
Was devoted to Almighty, 

Was commanded to be the Prophet, 
True guide of the devotees. 

Here lies the Tomb of that Prophet, 
Who is known as Yuz-Asaph.” 


REFERENCES 


. The Septuagint Bible; Genesis, I: I-27 
. Genesis; 6; I-3. 

. Genesis; 6: 4. 

. Genesis; 6: 4. 


John Bowle; The Concise Encyclopaedia of World History, p. 13. 


. Sonia Cole; Races of Man, pp. 50-51 

. Encyclopaedia Britannica; Micropaedia, Vol. VII. 

. John Bowle; the Concise Encyclopaedia of World History, p. 42. 
. Giuseppe Tucci; Transhimalaya, p. 37. 

. Giuseppe Tucci; Transhimalayas, p. 47. 

. Chakravarti. B; A Cultural History of Bhutan, p. 135. 

. Genesis; 12: 14-20. 

. Genesis, 21: 2. 


Genesis 18: 9-14. 


. Genesis: 21; I-3. 
- Genesis; 18: 5-8. 


Genesis; 18: 9-13. 


57. 


The Fifth Gospel 


. Genesis; 21: 1-2. 

. Duncan Greenlees; The Gospel of Israel, p. 19. 

. Chakravarti. B; A Cultural History of Bhutan, p. 127. 

. Exodus; 3: 14-15. 

. Alexander Marx & Marglis; A History of the Jewish people, p. 16. 
. Exodus; 20: 3-17. 

. Deuteronomy; 5; 7-21. 

. Exodus; 34:28. 

. Chakraberti; Classical Studies in Ancient Races & Myths, p. 89. 

. Genesis; 18:1. 

. Exodus; 15; 20-21. 

. Numbers; 12: 1-2. 

. The Septuagint Bible; Deuteronomy; XXXII, 49-52. 

. Deuteronomy: 34. 1-8. 

. Faber Kaisar; Jesus Died in Kashn ir, p. 120. Peak’s Commentary 


on the Bible quoted. 


. Margolis & Alexander Marx; A History of the Jewish People, p- 180. 
. Josephus; The Jewish War. chapt. 7. 

. Margolis & Alexander Marx; A History of the Jewish People, p. 9. 

. Thomas Holditch: The Gates of India, p. 49. 

. Ezekiel: 20: 32-38. 

. George More; The Lost Ten Tribes, pp. 145-48. 

. Tabagat-i-Nasiri: p. 109. 

. Joseph Wolf; Mission to Bokhara. as quoted in Jesus in Heaven on 


Earth by Nazir Ahmed, p. 287. 


. Margolis & Alexander Marx; A History of the Jewish People, p. 48. 
. Khan Roshan Khan; Tazkirah, pp. 51-52. 
. The Concise Encyclopaedia of World History, Edit. John Bowle, 


p. 102. 
Thomas Holdich; The Gates of India, p. 50. 


. Alexander Brunes: Travels into Bokhara, p. 139. 

. Roshan Khan, Tazkirah, p. 74. 

. Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, Jesus in Heaven on.Earth, pp. 305-307. 
. Alexander Brunes; Travels into.Bokhara,, p. 139, 

. Thomas Holditch; The Gates of India, p. 49. 

. Miguel Serrano; The Serpent of Paradise, pp- 140-142. 

. Interview dated 5th Jan. 1982 with the Head of Pashtoon Jirgah. | 
. Roshan Khan: Tazkirah—History of the Afghans,, p. 260. 

. Bernier; Journey. Towards Kashmir, p.,430; 

. Katre; The General History of the Mughal Kingdom, p. 195. 

. Claudius Buknain; Christian Researches in India, p. 22 

. Lawrence; The Valley of Kashmir, p. 318 


Hargopal Khasta; Gnidasta-i-Kashmir, p. 19 


48. Zahoor-ul-Hassan; Nigaristan-i-Kashmir, p. 98 


Genesis 39 


. George Moore; The Lost Tribes p. 151 

. Claudius; Christian Researches in India, p. 229 

. Genesis; 10, 1-6 

. Baber; Memoirs, trans. Leyden & Erskine, p. 313 

. William Jones; Kashmir, India Researches, I: p. 268 

. Thomes Wardle; Kashniir, p. 290 

. Kalhana: Rajatarangini, trans. Stein, I: 286-287. 

. Khawaja Nazir Ahmad; Jesus in Heaven on Earth, pp. 302-307 


Aziz Ahmad; Asrari-i-Kashir, pp. 337-343 
Andreas Faber Kaiser; Jesus Vivio Y Murio En Cachemira, pp.113-128 


. The Book of Esther; T: 1-4 

. Margolis & Alexander Marx; A History of the Jewish People. p. 127 
. Cambridge History of India, p. 421. 

. Hassnain. F.M; Buddhist Kashmir, p. 2 

. Rhys Davids; Buddhism, p. 183, 

. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad; Jesus in India, p. 83 

. Swete. H.B; An Introduction to the Old Testament in Greek, p. 16 
. The Crucifixion by An Eye-Witness, p. 189 

. Hassnain. F.M. Hindu Kashmir, p. 21 

. Encyclopaedia Britannica. Micropaedia, Vol. VII 

. Abdul Qadir; Hashmat-i-Kashmir, p. 7 

. Mohammad Aazam; Tarikh-i-Aazmi, p. 84 

. George Moore; The Lost Tribes, p. 137 

. Epistle to the Hebrews; Ch. III, as quoted from Jesus Died in 


Kashmir by A. Faber Kaiser, p. 120 


. Kalhana; Rajatararangini, trans, Stien. VII, 2431 ; 
. Nil-toop means the peak of mount Nabo. Nowall; The Highlands of 


Indla, V. 2. pp. 79-90 


. Deuteronomy; 34 : 1-6 

. Abdul Qadir; Hashmat-i Kashmir, p.7 

. Al-Beruni; Kitab-ul-Hind, V.I, p. 274 

. Mohi-ud-din Hajini; Maqalat, p. 99 

. Abdul Ahad Azad; Kashmiri Zaban, p. 10 

- Bashir Ahmad; Humayun, Lahore, 1940 

. Hassnain. F.M. ; Hindu Kashmir, p. 12 

. Chakraberti. C : Ancient Races and Myths, p. 62 

. Richard Temple ; Sayings of Lala Ded, p. 65 

. Genesis ; 31 : 47-49 

+ Genesis ; 28 : 18-19 

. Allan Menzies ; History of Religion, p. 180 

» Jawaharlal Nehru; Glimpaes of World History, p» 86 
. Kalhana; Rajatarangini, trans Stein, Vol. I, p. 112 
. Saadullah; Tarikh-i-Sulaiman. (Mss.) 


2 


The Son of God 


Before anything else existed, 
There was Christ with God. 


St. John. 


Before the spread of Christianity, there existed many my- 
Stery cults in the region, besides Judaism. It is but natural 
that such cults could be termed as the basis of Christianity. 
Then there were the imperial cults, which originated from. 
the East and penetrated in the West, after Alexander’s. 
conquest. These mystery cults originated from Indis, Iran,. 
Mesopotamia, Egypt and Greece. Even though these mystery 
cults have affected Christianity in a limited way, still it cannot. 
be denied that these form the basis of Christian thought and. 
mythology. Buddhism also started as a mystery cult, laying 


much emphasis an mukti or the salvation of soul. Hence the: 
usage of the term, saviour for Jesus Christ, has its origin in the- 


Buddhist thought. Mithraism of Iran also began as a mystery 
cult. The same is the case with Manichean and Mandean. 


cults of Persia. It may be mentioned that Manichean cult was. 
greatly influenced by the Buddhist doctrines of Nirvana and. 


Pari-nitrvana. Mani, the founder of this religion appointed 
twelve disciples, like Jesus Christ, for propogating his doctrines. 


Influence of the Hindu mythology is reflected in the writing of 


the later apostals, when they relate events about the pre- 


existence of Jesus Christ and his re-incarnation into this- 


planet. 
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Pre-Existence of Jesus Christ 


To believe in the pre-existence of Jesus Christ, means 
adherance to Christianity. John hints at the pre-existence of 
Jesus Christ, when he says: 

In the beginning was the Word, 

And the Word was with God, 

And the Word was God. 

The same was in the beginning with God! 

And the Word was made flesh, 

And dwelt among us, 

Full of grace and truth." 
From the above, we gather that Jesus Christ existed in the 
beginning with God. Later he was made flesh and dwelt with 
us, full of grace and truth. The meaning would be clear, if we 
replace Jesus Christ for the Gospel thus: 

In the beginning was Jesus Christ, 

And Jesus Christ was with God, 

And Jesus Christ was God, 

The same was in the beginning with God. 

And Jesus Christ was made flesh, 

And dwelt among us, 

Full of grace and truth. 
This would make Jesus Christ equal to God and interconnec- 
ted. Atthe same time it would show that Jesus Christ, who 
was God, came to this earth, in the shape of a man, dwelt 
with us with grace and truth. The life of Jesus in this world 
was the earthly life of God. This would further mean that 
God incarnated in the form ofa human being. It is further 
mentioned that Jesus descended from heaven and ascended 
into heaven. He lived earlier with God in cosmos and ascended 
into it. 

If I have told you earthly things, 

And ye believe not, 

How shall ye believe, 

If I tell you of heavenly things ? 

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, 

But he that came down from deaven, 
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Even the Son of man which js in heaven.® 
Here, Jesus Christ tells us to believe in his heavenly ascent 
and descent. There is no reason to disbelieve him, because it 
is spiritual allegoria. Before his ascension, the two men in 
white apparel said: 
Ye men of Galilee, 
Why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? 
This came Jesus, 
Which is taken up from you into heaven, 
Shall so come in like manner, 
As ye have seen him go into heaven.‘ 
In the above Epistle, heavenly advent of Jesus Christ has been 
proclaimed. He was God, came to this earth and went away: 
such is the mythological event related in Timothy: : 
God was manifest in the flesh, 
Justified in the Spirit, 
Seen of angels, 
Preached unto the Gentiles, 
Believed on in this world, 
Received up into glory.® 
Pre-existence of Jesus Christ has been further asserted by 
Peter, when he affirms that Jesus Christ was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was made manifest in these 
last times for us.® 
Some scholar have suggested that the theory of incarnation 
is a later addition made by the Apostles. But, the very idea of 
pre-existence and incarnation has been given in the Gospel of 
John, which is an early and important part of the Holy Bible. 
Re-incarnation of gods and goddesses had been the basic 
dogma of nearly all religions in the world. It is no wonder 
that the pre-existence and incarnation finds its rightful place in 
the Christian mythology also. 


Explanation 


The concepts, such as God-incarnate, the Son of God and 
the Messiah have roots in the ancient mythology of Egypt. It 
is a historical fact that in Egypt the Pharaohs were considered 


The Son of God 43 


-divine beings or gods. The same is the case with the Hindu 
mythology. In Assyria, a king was considered as the Son of 
God. In Israel, even angels were termed as the Sons of God 
who had intercourse with human women.” Inthe Old Testa- 
ment, the term, ‘Son of God” is used asa title for Abraham, 
Moses and other prophets. But no prophet in the Old Testament 
‘has claimed the position of God or God-incarnate for himself. 
This is peculiar to Jesus only. The idea of incarnation is the 
pivot of Hindu mythology and it is probable that Jesus got 
acquainted with it during his first journey in India. He him- 
self, asserts at three places in the Bible that he is the Son of 
‘God. 


Name 


After his advent, Jesus Christ came to be known by various 
names and titles, which may be mentioned here: 


‘God: Timothy believes that Jesus Christ was God, who 
manifested himself in the flesh, and came to the 
earth.’ 


‘Son of God: Jesus himself believed that he was the Son of 
God. During his discourse with the king of 
Kashmir, he said that he is known as the Son of 
God.® He addresses God as Abba, which means 
Father.!° He mentions God as Father, numer- 
ous times in the Gospels. 

“Son of Man: Jesus Christ has been titled as the Son of Man, 
19 times in the New Testament. 

Immanuel: He.is mentioned as Immanuel. which terms refers 
to the future king, who would bring peace and 
prosperity to the people." 

. Jesus: This name occurs frequently in the New Testa- 
ment. Some times, he is also mentioned as 
Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus Christ. 

. Joshua: One of his earlier name was Joshua, but the 
Gospels refrained from mentioning him as 
Joshua II, for there existed Joshua in the Old 
Testament, and it would have created confusion. 
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Jesus: 
Yusu: 


Yuzu: 


Issa: 


Tesus: 
Christ: 


Lord: 


Messiah: 


Nazarene: 
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Jesus is termed as Jesu in Aramaic language. 

In all translations of the New Testament, in Urdu 

language, the name of Jesus has been termed as. 
Yusu. 

In Persian language, Jesus has been named Yuzu 

or Yuz. 

In Arabic language, Jesus is known as Issa or 

Isaa. 

Among the Greeks, he was known as Iesus. 

In the Gospels, Jesus is termed as Christ, numer- 

ous times. The term is derived from the Hebrew 

term, Masiah, meaning the anointed one.}2 

Jesus himself asserted that he was Christ.!° 

Jesus was also addressed as Lord, during his 

earthly life.* But he resented this honorific title,. 
when he said: Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,. 
and‘not do what I tell you.1® 

Jesus is known as Messiah also for he travelled 

into the East and this term signifies a travelle.1° 

This term also meansa healer in the East, for 

Jesus was capable of healing ailing persons. This 

term or title has been used twice in the Gospel 

of John. During the pre-Christ period the Jews. 
expected two Messiahs; the temporal head and 

the spiritual head, more or less of equal rank. / 
According to Matthew, when Jesus came and- 
dwelt in the city called Nazareth, he was called a 

Nazarene.!” Accordingly, the early Christians - 
were known as Nazarenes.!® It is interesting 

to note that Christians in the Kashmiri language : 
are termed as Nasara or Nasarene which is equi- 

valent to Nazarene. After his arrest by the Roman 

Governor, Paul was accused of sedition among 

all the Jews and was termed as the ring leader of © 
the sect of Nazarenes. Thus it is evident that 

by the end of the first century, the Christians 

were termed as Nazarene or Nasarene, among. 
the Jews in various parts of the world. It may’ 
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have been his title which is the same as nazir in 
Arabic, which means the one who warns _ with the 
aim of bringing humanity on the right path. In 
this conotation, Jesus Christ was surely a messa- 
nger of God, who made his advent in Israel. Nazar 
in Arabic means a sign and is derived from 
the Hebrew word Netzor. Whereas, Nazareth, 
which also means the watch-tower, it is possible 
that the place might have been linked with 
Qumran, for we know of a tower near the monas- 
tery inthe area. It is also evident that since his 
birth, Jesus had been brought up inthe surround- 
ings of Qumran, which contained many Essene 
monasteries. 
The use of the name Jesus is an invocation for healing and 
the name Joshua comes the Sumerian language.?® 
According to Mathew, he shall be called a Nazarene, for 
he came and lived ina city called Nazareth. This city existed 
in the Central Palestine, situated 32°-40°, and 35°-30°. Christ 
is a translation of the Greek word Christos, meaning a Messiah, 
or an Anointed one. 
The Scrolls found at Qumran, inform us that there would 
be two Messiahs, the priestly and the kingly, who are expected. 
Their description is as under: 


And the Priest, 

And the Anointed one, 

Shall come with them, 

For he is the head of the 

Entire congregation of Israel. 
And then shall come, 

The Messiah of {srael, 

And before him shall sit, 

The heads of the tribes, 

All the heads of the congregation, 
The wise men Of Israel, 

Each according to his proper place of rank."° 


From the above it appears that the Messiah of Israel has a 
‘great status, for before him the heads of congregations shall 
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have to sit. It is interesting to note that in Kashmir, the 
Christians have also been termed as Kri or Chri. This terra 


may have also been applied to them as derived from, Christos,. 


or Kyrios of the Greeks and the Egyptians. It may mean Lozd 
or God, which term was applied to the kings, during ancient 
period of our history. 


Yuz-Asaph 


In Kashmir, Jesus is known as Yuz-Asaph, as well as, 
Juz-Asaph. The word Yuz or Juz stands for Yusu and Jesu 
and Yuz-Asaph and Juz-Asaph stands for Joshua the original 
name of Jesus. 

It is necessary to point out that Joshua was an important 
prophet and the lieutenant of Moses.*! 

Asaph has composed several Psalms, contained in the Old 
Testament.** During the reign of the famous Mughal Emperor 
of India, Akbar the Great, Jesus Crist was known as Yuzo 
Kristo. In one of the poems by Faizi, the court poet of the 
Mughals, Jesus Christ is addressed as: 

Ai ke nami too; Yuzo Kristo 
Thou, whose name: Jesus Christ 


How Jesus came to be known as Yuz-Asaph in Kashmir. 
has been explained in one of its early histories. Mulla Nadri 
writes: 

In the ancient Hindu scriptures, I have found that it 
was Jesus, the Spirit of God, who assumed the name of 
Yuz-Asaph.”? 

Similarly, the inscription inside the temple, popularly known 
as Takhat-i- Sulaiman, in Srinagar, Kashmir, contained the 
following verses: 


In this period, Yuz-Asaph proclaimed his ministry; 
year 54. 
He is Yusu, the prophet the Children of Israel. 


Just as the name Joseph stands for Yosaf in the East, the 
name Jesus has been transliterated as Yusu. Study of the 
’ Dead’ Sea Scrolls reveals that Asaph or Ya-Asaph was 4- 
mystical name of Jesus Christ.** 
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Bethlehem 


Whereas Jesus was the Son of God, his birth place has. 
become a matter of controvercy. While according to Matthew 
and Luke, Jesus was born a Bethlehem, Mark on the other 
hand, mentions Nazareth as the birth place.** It is evident 
that the controvercy has been created by the compilers of the 
New Testament. During the period under review, the region 
was divided into three parts known as Samaria, Galilee and 
Judea. Matthew gives a positive statement that Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem during the reign of Herod.*° Mark men- 
tions Glilee as the country of Jesus and his statement that 
a prophet is not without honour save in his own country is 
significant. Luke has given Nazareth, a city of Galilee; 
as the place where Mary lived, when the angels sent by 
God visited her.** He mentions that Jesus was born at. 
Bethlehem: 

And all went to be taxed, 

Every one into his own city. 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
Out of the city of Nazareth into Judes, 
Unto the city of David, 

Which is called Bethlehem, 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife. 
Being great with child. 

And she brought forth her first born son 
And wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
And laid him in a manager. 


John is silent on the subject, but gives certain hints which 
show that Jesus belonged to Galilee. 


For out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.”® 
But some said, 

Shall Christ come out of Galilee? 

Hath not the scriptures said, 

That Christ cometh of the seed of David, 
And out of the town of Bethlehem, 

W here David was? 
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So there was a division among the people because 
of him. 


Jesus is also spoken of as Jesus of Galilee or Jesus of 
Nazareth.°® Old Nazareth has left many traces behind. It 
lay farther up the hill than the modern village, and there 
1,200 feet above sea level its little houses with their clay walls 
clustered together, one of them belonging to Joseph the 
carpenter.° It is evident that we must locate both Bethlehem 
and Nazareth in the region. 


Bethlehem known as Nosiriyyah was situated in Galilee, 
jn the valley of Esdrasion. Nazareth was also a town in 
Galilee about seven miles away from Bethlehem. Hence it is 
a fact that Jesus belonged to Galilee and he is rightly spoken 
of as Jesus of Galilee. Itis also a fact that he belonged to 
Nazareth for his parents lived there and as such, he is rightly 
‘spoken as Jesus of Nazareth. 


Jesus was born in Bethlehem away from his home town. 
Though his ‘birth place is termed as controvercial, there 
appears to be no need to make capital out of it. There is 
every justification to believe that the compilers of the Gospels 
had no axe to grind and sincerity of their purpose cannot be 
questioned. 


Joseph and Mary 


Matthew and Luke have provided the two genealogies of 
Jesus and they contain a few discrepancies as well as mistakes. 
The genealogy of Jesus has been divided by Matthew into 
three divisions of 14 names each. Not only has he omitted 
some other names given in the Old Testament, but has also 
made a grave mistake in the last division where from Jeconiah 
to Jesus, he mentions only 13 names. It is evident that he 
requires to be censored for his serious omission. Thus 
Matthew has given a total of 41 generations instead of 42 
generations. However, he is frank enough to declare Joseph a8 
the legitimate father of Jesus where he mentiones the names 
Christ in the third division saying: 

and Jacob begot Joseph the husband 
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of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who 
is called Christ. 


It is a point for consideration that when Jesus is believed to 
‘be the Son of God, how can and on what authority, Matthew 
has mentioned the name of Jesus out of the 3rd division of the 
genealogy, then the number of the generations would be 
reduced to 12 only, for one generation has been missed by 
him already.*’ It requires to be noted that Luke also speaks 
of Jesus as the son of Joseph.** At the same time, he speaks 
of Adam also as the son of God. When both Mathew and 
Luke declare Joseph as the husband of Mary and the father 
of Jesus, it is difficult to reconcile it with the theory of virgin 
birth. This problem will be taken up after, we finish our 
views on the genealogy of Jesus Christ. 

The tradition of compiling genealogies among the Jews of 
Palestine was very common in those days. Such compilations 
could be genuine of ficticious but both served the purpose. 
Keeping the above in view, when we consider the genealogy of 
Jesus, we come to the conclusion that the Gospel genealogies 
were not compiled on the basis of biological descent but for the 
requirements of mythological prophesies. It is due to this 
reason that both the Apostles, soon after when they have 
mentioned Joseph as the father of Jesus, they have introduced 
the subject of virginal conception. 

The genealogy prepared by Luke goes in ascending order 
from Jesus back to Adam and contains 77 names. Moreover, 
he makes God as the ancester of Jesus. Thus it would be 
seen that Mathew and Luke have prepared divergent genea- 
logies. It is also evident that both of these can not be 
Teconciled. But it is certain that both the Apostles are trying 
to establish the Davidic linage of Jesus Christ. 

While the linage of Joseph has been traced by the Gospels, 
no exhaustive information is available about Mary. She jiegm 
the daughter of Joachim by his wife Hanna.** Her cousin, 
Elizabeth was married to Zechariah. She belonged to the family 
of Aaron.?! Zéchariah was a high priest, who lived away from 
the main cities in Galilee. It was at the instance of Zechariah, 
that Joseph married Mary and took her to his own house, 
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from the temple. Jesus was born to her at the time when she was 
fourteen,years of age.*> A controversy arose due to the reason 
that Mary was engaged during the preparation of a veil for the 
temple and she was not supposed to have any carnel connec- 
tions with her husband. 

Tradition makes it that Jesus Christ was born in the family 
of Joseph, who worked as a carpenter at Nazareth. His mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph and Jesus is believed to- 
have been born ofa virgin. Itisa historical fact that the 
ancestores of Jesus came from Assyria, which is the original 
home of the religion of Zoroaster. Abraham and the later 
prophets, including Moses built the edifice of Judaism on the 
basis of this primitive religion. The Essene have also built 
their philosophy on the primitive forms of Zoroastric 
rituals. Hence, Joseph and Mary, had in their blood, these 
very primitive ingredients. ° 


Born of a Virgin 


The question of the virgin birth has come into public dis-- 
cusion, causing uneasiness and doubts. The questioning does 
not come from non-Christians only but from sincere Christians. 
also and some have termed the virgin birth as absurd and 
incredible. This question disturbed Luke also and he gives the 
following story: 

There was a Jewish priest, Zechariah, whose wife Elizabeth also: 
belonged to the priesty class’ They had no children. One day 
when Zacharias was burning incense inside the inner sanctuary, 
an angel came to tell him that his wife will bear him a son. He 
stayed on at the temple for some days and then returned home. 
Soon afterwards, his wife became pregnant. In the following. 
month God sent the angel to another virgin, engaged to be 
married to a man named Joseph. 
The angel started praising her in these words: 

Hail, thou that are highly favoured, 

Lord is with thee: 

Blessed are thou among women.** 


Mary, as she was not accustomed to such overtures, was: 
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troubled at his saying and wondered asto what manner of 
salutations the angel had offered her. When she thought of 
leaving the place, the angel, who wanted to retain her, said. 
unto her: 

Fear not Mary: 

For thou hast found favour with God. 

And behold, 

Thou shalt conceive in thy womb, 

And bring forth a son: 

And shalt call his name Jésus.°” 


In order to reassure her, the angel further said: 


He shall be great! 

And shall be called the Son of the Highest; 
And the Lord God shall give unto him, 
The throne of his father David: 

And he shall reign 

Over the house of Jacob for ever; 

And of his kingdom. 

There shall be no end.*® 


Mary was now fully moulded by the angel but being inno- 
cent expressed her amazement asto how could she havea 
baby, forshe wasa virgin. But the angel, 1 who had by now 
over-powered her, said: 


The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee; 
_ And the power of the Highest 
Shall overshadow thee.*° 


Luke is talking in allegorical words in describing the whole act 
of coitus, which the angel had with Mary. The angel ‘had by 
now come upon her’, and had ‘overshadowed’ her and the act. 
was complete. The angel now reassured her saying: 

That holy thing, 

Which shall be born of thee, 

Shall be called the Son of God. 

After coitus with the angel, Mary might have felt distress 

asto how could she convince her parents. But the angel,. 
reassured her that her cousin, Elizabeth had also conceived a 
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son in her old age’ in the same manner and this is the sixth 
month with her’. Accordingly, Mary declared that as she was 
the servant of the Lord, she was willing to do whatever, the 
angel wanted.*° 

A few days later, Mary hurried to the house, where Eliza- 
beth lived. At the sound of Mary’s greetings. Elizabeth’s 
baby leaped within her and she gave a wild cry: 


Blessed art thou among women, 
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb.*! 


Mary remained in the house of Zechariah for three months 
during this period Elizabeth reassured her saying: 


There shall be performance of those things, 
Which were told her from the Lord. 


Marriage 


The Compilers of the Gospels, due to obvious reasons are 
mainly interested in the crucified Christ, and as such, provide 
very little information about Joseph, Mary and their marriage. 
Hence, we have to search out the required information from 
Other works, discarded by the Catholic Church as ‘un-original 
texts.’ The family tree of Joseph, given by Matthew shows 
him to belong to the family of David. Similarly, some little 
information about the genealogy of Mary is given in Luke. 


Her real name was Miriam or Marj. Her birth is also miracul- 
ous and is given as under. 


Joachim and his wife “anna lived at Nazareth. They had 


No children and as such, felt gloomy. The Gospel of James, 


also known as the Protovangelium Jacobi, has provided the 
following information about the birth of Mary. 


Rauben, the priest told Joachim that as he had not given 
any off-spring to Israel, he was not qualified to present offerings 


in the Temple. He felt aggrieved and informed his wife, who, 
when reminded of her barren condition, lamented. 


Woe is me, 
What am I like ? 
Iam not like the birds in Heaven, 
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For the birds of Heaven, 
Are fruitful before. 
Thee, O Lord. 


At that time, an angel came from heaven and told her that she 
would be blessed with a child. She made a promise with the 
angel that if she is blessed with a child, she would bring it for 
service in the Temple, as a gift to the God. 

Thus due to the will of God, Hanna gave birth toa 
daughter, who was named Miriam. When she was three years: 
of age, she was taken to the Temple and entrusted to the 
priest, Zechariah. She remained in the Temple, until she was 
tewele, when the angel sent by God visited her and made her 
pregnant. She discussed the matter with Elizabeth, who 
greeted her; saying that God had favoured her. Now, 
Zechariah in confirmity with the Jewish custom, summoned the 
bachelors of the community and declared. 


Let them bring every man a rod, 

And to whoseover, 

The Lord shall show a sign, 

His wife shall she be.** 

And Joseph cast down his adze 

And ran to meet the heralds, 

And when they were gathered together, 

They went to the high priest, 

The rods were thrown, 

In the fountain outside the Temple; 

When Joseph’s rod emerged, 

A dove came down, 

And sat besides it. 
Thus, as ordained by God, Mary was selected by a divine sign 
to be the wife of Joseph. He being a man of stern principles 
Wanted to break the engagement.’? But he was charged with 


incontinence, and questioned as to why he had forgotten the 
Lord. 


And Joseph was full of weeping, 
And the priest said: 
I will give you to drink, 
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The water of the conviction of the Lord: 
And it will make manifest your sins, 
Before your eyes.** 


The priest made Joseph drink the holy water, and sent him 
to the hills. But he returned whole because sin did not appear 
in him. As such, he was not condemned but asked to carry 
Mary to his home. So Joseph took Mary to his house rejoicing, 
and glorifying the Lord of Israel.’® 


Paul, the chief expositor of the Christian dogma speaks of 
the descent of Jesus as under: 


Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

Which was made of the seed of David, 
According to the flesh.*® 

God sent forth his Son, 

Made of a woman, 

Made under the law.*’ 


As regards the birth of Jesus, Paul makes the following 
observations: 
a) Jesus was made according to the flesh. 
b) Jesus was born of a woman. 
c) Jesus was born under the law. 


The above mentioned observations of Paul would become 
clear if we refer to what Jesus Christ has to say about divorce. 
When Pharisees come to him to enquire about the law, he 
said: 

But from the beginning of the creation, 

God made them male and female. 

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
And cleave to his wife; 

And they twain shall be one flesh. 

So then they are no more twain, 

But one flesh.*® 


The assertion that Jesus was born under the law and 
according to the flesh testifies conception of Jesus in the 
natural way, i,e, cohabitation of a male and female, and in case 
of Jesus, it could be no other persons than Joseph and Mary. 
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According to the law, marital relationship between a man 
and woman was established at the time of betrothal. It is 
also a fact that cohabitation between the betrothal was not 
prohibited and they could enter into intimate relations soon 
after the initial ceremony. The marriage feast could be held 
later on. The only condition which was upheld by both was 
that at the time of betrothal, it was obligatory for the groom 
to pay “compensation” to the brides father. As soon as the 
money had been paid, the transaction of marriage would be 
complete and the husband had full powers over his wife. 
Accoring to the lay, the groom had the privilege and obligation 
of cohabitation with his spouse, as soon as the betrothal 
covenant was over.*® 

The Mythological theory of virgin birth propounded by 
the Apostles, Mathew and Luke, finds no collaboration in the 
Gospels of Mark and John. We do not, also, find any 
reference to it in the Epistles. As such, it can be argued that 
by virgin birth, the compilers of the Gospels may have meant 
miraculous birth, without any physical pain to the mother. It 
was a divine birth because, God wanted to incarnate through 
the person of Jesus. Hence, the story that the angel of God 
came to Mary, overpowered her and had a coitus with her, 
should not be taken in a literal way. At the most, it was a 
‘sort of a dream or an illusion which Mary had at the time of 
her visit to Elizabeth. 

It is also a fact that the conception of divine birth was 
‘very popular during the second century and in order to 
‘satisfy the ego of the believers, certain inser 
tions were made in the Gospels. The net result was nothing 
else than confusion worse confounded. 


tions and altera- 


‘The Essenes Version 


The Essenes have a different version about the birth of 
Jesus Christ. The following passage explains their point of 
‘view: 

I will now tell you of the parentage of this man, who 
loved all men, and for whome we fee] the highest esteem, 
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that you may have full knowledge of him. He Was. 
from infancy brought up for our Brotherhood. Indeed,. 
he was predicted by an Essene whom the woman thought 
to be an angel. This woman was given to many imaginings, 
delving into the supernatural and into the mysteries of 
life, and she found deep interest and pleasure in the 
things she could not explain. Our brother has acknow- 
ledged to us his part in these things, and has persuaded 
the Brotherhood secretly to search for and protest the. 
Child. And Joseph, who was a man of great experience 
in life, and deep devotion to the immortal truth, through 
a messenger of our Order was influenced not to leave the 
woman nor disturb her faith in the sacredness of her 
experience, and to be a father to the child until our 
Brotherhood should admit him as novice.® 

The above Passage hints about the advent of Jesus through. 
mystical rituals observed by the Tantrics. In various treatises 
on Hindu Tantras, the Shakti and the Shakta perform the. 
sacred mythuna, which may be termed as the heavenly coitus. 
The above version creates the impression that Jesus was the son 
of an Essene, whome Mary thought to bean angel. If this. 
version is correct, then we may presume that the chief priest of 
the Order impregnated Mary and Joseph was told to be a father 
to the child for some years, That establishes a Strong con- 
nection between the Essenes and Jesus Christ. 

When Joseph found that his fiance was already pregnant, ' 
he wanted to leave her. But, he was influnced by the special: 
messenger of chief priest of the Essenes, not to leave her, nor 
disturb her faith in the sacred coitus. 

As Joseph was devoted to the Essenes, he agreed to be the 
father of the child, until he would be admitted into the Order 
as a novice. It would then mean that Jesus was protected by 
the Essene Order throughout his life and also at the time of 


crucifixion. This issue will be discussed in subsequent. 
chapters. 


Son of God 


Jesus was begotten in a unique way, in which natural 
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process of fertilization had been by-passed. An angel had 
come from heaven to earth and put the word of God into the 
volva of Mary. The net result was that a baby was born to 
Mary from this divine union. As such, Jesus was designated 
as the Son of God. This term was only a metaphor but later it 
assumed areal sense. In the bast the Jews considered them- 
selve as the Sons of Jehovah and all human beings were termed 
as the Sons of God. It is also significant to note that in 
Judaism, the designation; the Son of God, was also used for 
angels, who used to have coitus with human women. 
And it came to pass when the men began to be multiplied 
on the earth and daughters were born to them, that the 
sons of God seeing the daughters of men that they were 
fair, took to themselves wives of all whom they 
choose.°*! 


In the Old Testament, earthly father is eliminated in case 
of Isac. The idea regarding conceivement by a virgin is 
contained also in the scriptures. It was not only that angels. 
visited the virgins on this earth but God himself visited Sarah 
in her solitude. ‘‘He did unto Sarah as he had spoken and she 
conceived,””? 

Noah was also born in the same miraculous way. The 
Genesis apocryphon found among the Dead Sea Scrolls informs. 
us that when the wife of Lamech was made pregnant by an 
angel, be expressed his suspicion and declared that his wife 
had been unfaithful to him.** But she repudiated him saying 
that the holy angel had come upon her. 

The most formidable difficulty arises when we find that 
Mark bad not mentioned the virgin birth. It is also strange 
that John is also silent on the subject. Further, Paul had not 
Telated this story. It appears that either the conviction never 
existed, during their times or they did not believe in the birth 
of a child without the three elements required for creation; 
1e man, the woman, and the creative energy. Only once in 
Mark, Jesus is styled as the Son of David.®* But Je sus cer 
tainly called God as his father. Ata later stage in his life- 
when the king of Kashmir, asked him about his parentage, he, 
Teplied that he is known as the Son of God. 
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The chronological order of thc Gospels is given as under : 
Mark : 65-70 A.D. 

Matthew : 85 A.D. 
Luke : 90-95 A.D. 
John : 110 A.D. 


But, the earliest of sources are the Epistles of Paul, for he 
‘was one of the contemporaries of Jesus. Why did he remain 
silent on the subject? Paul was born at Tarsus and was 
educated under Gamaliel. After his conversion, at Damascus, 
he went to Jerusalem and met Peter and James, the brothers 
of Jesus. It was possible for him to be informed about the 
virgin birth of Jesus Christ. According to him, Jesus was born 
in a Jewish family, was born under the law and had brothers.® 
It is significant that Mark, the first Apostle and John the 
fourth Apostle also do not make any mention of virgin birth. 
The issue also never came up for discussions in the Epistles. 
The question arises as to who invented the story of virgin 
birth and why? 

Some one has tried to solve this puzzle by stating that God 
descended from the high heaven and become a man in the 
person of Jesus Christ. If we are to believe in the incarnation 
of God, as the Hindus believe, then there was no need for the 
God to be conceived in the womb of Mary, for he would 
straight away come to the earth without any aid from a 
woman. Among the Jews, the king was hailed as the Son 
of God: 

I will be to him a father, 
And he shall be to me a son.*® 

While among the Egyptians, the king was actually a God, 
the Assyrians believed him to be the Son of God. It has also 
been interpreted that Jesus was Son of God, in the spiritual 
sense and not in the literal sense of the word. This title was 
given to him after his baptism, when he was appointed to play 
an important part as a prophet of God. As such, the birth of 

Jesus through a virgin expressed the transcendental origin of 
Jesus.°° This atonce takes us to Sumer, situated at the 
terminal of the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, which had deve- 
foped a rich civilization in about 4000 B.C- The garden of 
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Eden is referred to be situated here, and the region was con- 
sidered to be the Land of the Gods. 


‘Sumerian Mythology 


Some of the Sumerian myths tell us of the gods, who come 
down to earth, impregnate the women and then returned to the 
-stars. Enil, the god of air had impregnated the earthly 
maiden Meslamtaea with divine semen.® 

The Sumerians, later established their hegemony over 
Accad and Elam and influenced the cultural life of all the 
river basins right upto the North East,of Palestine. 

The archaeologists have already found in the region the 
very high level of the Sumerian civilization in the shape of 
classical architecture, literary texts, clay tablets and cylinder 
seals. 

Some of the seals have been interpreted, so as to prove 
that the genetic code of the humans was perfected by these 
extra-terrestrial visitors. 

Perhaps, we would have solved the mystery about the virgin 
birth of Jesus, had not the censors of Roma destroyed the 
existing manuscripts of the mystery cults in 400 B.C. After a 
few centuries, the Christian compilers threw out the other 
manuscripts and produced the present New Testament. 
Accordingly, the Book of Enoch was discarded as unholy. It 
tells us about the name of the angels, who coupied with the 
virgins of this earth. 


‘Chronolgy 


As Jesus was born under super-natural conditions, his date 
of birth has created a good deal of confusion. In order to 
understand his mission, the scholars have tried to find out the 
chronology of his life. As stated in the beginning, the advent 
of Jesus was an act of God and requires to be bracketed with 
the creation of this planet. If we believe that Jesus was the 
Word of God, then we must also believe that Jesus existed 
before the creation of this universe. It is for this very reason 
that John speaks of the word which was with God. 
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In the beginning was the Word, 

And the Word was with God, 

And the Word was God. 

And the same was in the beginning with God, 


Further says he about the advent of Jesus Christ as under: 


And the Word was made flesh, 
And dewelt among us, 
Full of grace and truth. 


It is for these very reasons that Luke gives God as the 
ancestor of Jesus.°4 Despite researches, we have not yet 
reached a stage, when we could gather information about 
Jesus of pre-historic times, who is spoken of in the ancient 
mythologies. We have no option, but to continue our 
researches on the life and mission of the Son of God, who was 
born in Palestine, and is known as Jesus of Nazareth. We 
have no option but to consider this very Jesus in the frame 
work of historical writings. 

Both Luke and Mathew date the birth of Jesus during the 
reign of Herod, the-king of Judea, which lasted between 39 to- 
4 B.C. Luke provides a further clue as under: 


When Cyrenius was Governor of Syria, 
And Joseph also went to Bethlehem, 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 
While they were there, 

She brought forth her firstborn son.® 


Cyrenius is better known as Quirinius, who went as Legate- 
to Syria in 6 A.D. but we know from a Roman inscription, . 
discovered at Antioch, that he also went to that country on a. 
military mission in about 7 B.C, under orders of Augustus. 
According to Luke the above mentioned census took place 
about the year Jesus was born. Hence, we have to date the 
birth of Jesus Christ around 7 B.C. 

The Christians celebrate Christmas from 24th December to- 
25th December, for they believe that Jesus Christ was born on 
the 25th .of December of the Zero Year. This date was fixed 
arbitrarily by the Scythiah monk, Dionysius Exiguus in the 
year 533 A.D. As he was not a sound Mathematician, he did 
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not insert the Zero Year between 1 B.C. and1 A.D. Itisa 
historical fact that the Romans used to celebrate the 25th of 
December, every year, as the birthday of Mithra, whome they 
‘worshipped as a Saviour of mankind. They also termed the 
day as “Dies Natalis Invicti” or the birthday of the uncon- 
-quered. It was a major Roman festival which was taken over 
by the early Christians to be the birthday of Jesus Christ.°7 


Christmas 


It has to be admitted that Jesus Christ was not born on the 
25th of December because this date or any other date has not 
been mentioned in the Gospels. As such, our task in fixing 
the date of his advent in this world has become very difficult, 
It may also be mentioned that according to the Romans, the 
‘sun was born on the 25th December. The Talmud had predic- 
ted that the coming Messiah would be born with the sign of 
Fishes, which zodiacal constellation is also known as Pisces, 
‘and occurs in the middle of June. It can not be denied that 
the advent of Jesus had been predicted in ancient scriptures, 
and the Jews were eagre to wait for this advent. According to 
Luke, Jesus was born in the season, “when shepherds abide 
in the field and watch over their flock by night. Recordings 
made by meteorologists show that during December, Palestine 
remains in the grip of frost, and flocks are put to grass between 
the months of March and November. 

It isto be keptin mind that the advent of Jesus in this 
world occurred under abnormal or supernatural conditions. 
Mary was impregnated in the month of December and Jesus 
was born in June, after a span of 7 months. It is to be noted 
that the calculation from June to December or December to 
June comes to seven. The appearance of the Star of Magi 
derives its origin from the number 17, and as such, the advent 
of Jesus Christ can be fixed on the 17th of June, 7 B.C. At the 
same time, it requires to be noted down that besides that Star 
of Magi two other stars, namely, the Star of Horus and the 
Star of Bethlehem are connected with the advent of Jesus 
Christ. The Star of Horus is also known as the Star of the 
‘Three Kings, which guided the wise men of the East to locate 
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the newly born infant god. The Star of Bethlehem was the 
third comet, which appeared in the middle of 6 B.C. or 7 B.C. 

Comets, stars and fiery beams have not only impressed 
human beings but have special significance for the astrologers 
and the astronomers. Their appearances have been connected 
with important occurrences in the world, and are recorded in the 
works by the Indian, Egyptian, Greeks, Tibetan and Chinese 
astronomers. Ifthe position ofthe starsis calculated back- 
ward with equal precision, which is not impossible now-a-days, 
it is possible to exactly locate the time of the appearance or 
conjuction of various stars, known and unknown. Obervations 
recorded by the ancient Chinese astronou ers have come to 
light, which speak of appearances of comets and conjunction of 
the known stars. 

The wise men from the East had seen the star and received 
asignal about the birth of their incarnate Buddha. For 
centuries, information provided by Matthew about this extra- 
ordinary star has attracted attention of astronomers. It was. 
Johannes Kepler, who for the first time, observed in 1603, a 
conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter in the constellation of Pisces.. 
After making astronomical calculations, he recorded the same 
event in the year 6 B.C andthus dated the birth of Jesus in 
7B.C. Butit goes to the credit of the German scholar,. 
Schnabel, to have discovered a note about the position of the 
planets in the constellation of Pisces, which reckones the year 
7B.C. It was further discovered that this conjunction of the 
stars occurs three times in a given year. It was seen in Palestine 
onthe 29th of May, 7 B.C. This star is designated as 
Halley’s comet, which reappears always after an interval of 76- 
years and it was seen in 1986 also. 


The Visit of the Wise Men : 


Matthew connects the birth of Jesus with the visit of the 
wise men from the East to Jerusalem. For the first time 4 
connection is established between Jesusand the East and this 
connection had far reaching effects on his life. This would 
be examined in subsequent pages and for the time being, let us 
revert to Matthew: 
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Now when Jesus was born in the days of Herod, 
Behold, there came, 

Wise men from the East to Jerusalem, 

Saying: 

Where is he that is born king, 

For we have seen his star in the East, 

And are come is worship him.”? 


When Herod heard these reports, he felt distressed. The an- 
nouncement of a born king brought his sovereignity into peril. 
He gathered all his chief priests and demanded of them to give 
him the name of the place where the future Redeemer could 
have been born. Then hecalled for the wise men from the 
East and directed them to search the baby and inform him 
accordingly. 

After this interview, these wise men started out again,. 
and when they saw the star standing over Bethelehem, their joy 
knew no bounds. Entering the house, where the baby and his 
mother were, they threw themselves down before him, woship- 
ing. Then, they opened their presents and gave him gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. But, they returned to their own land, 
they did not go through Jerusalem to report to Herod. These 
astrologers of the East have been termed as wise-men from the 
East. Who were these wise-men who after worshipping the 
baby departed to their own country another way. 

Some scholars have raised objections regarding the Magi 
and the star. Some have even denied the existence of the 
people, known as the moon or star-gazers. Archaeology has 
proved that there were people, who were moon or star-gazers. 
Many relice tablets, and other antiquities, carved by them have 
been un-earthed in the East. Such tiles, showing moons, suns 
and stars have been dug out from Kashmir, Sumer, Central 
Asia and China. As such. the existence of the Magi is 
beyond doubt. The Japanese are star-gazers and they feel 
special pleasure in gazing moon and stars for hours together. 
It is interesting to note that the Magei have been mentioned in 
the Bhavishya-maha-purana, a 2nd century manusript of 
Kashmir. The Magi asa prominent sect did exist in China, 
Central Asia, Kashmir. Iran and Sumer, during pre-historic 
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times. The tiles located at Harwan in Kashmir, with moon 
motifs are preserved in the Government Museum, Srinagar, 
Again, the travel of star from East to West has been questioned. 
Did the wise men travel during night only, when the stars are 
visible 2? Such questions are irrelevant, which will be explained 
in subsequent paragraphs. 

Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 

For we have seen his star in the East, 

And are come to worship him.” 


The above would show that the wise-men of the East came in 
search of the baby, for they had seen his star in the sky. 


And when they were come into the house, 

They saw the young child with Mary his mother, 
And fell down, 

And worshipped him: 

And when they had opened their treasures, 

They presented unto him gifts; 

Gold, 

And frankincense, 

And Myrrh.” 


The above would make it clear that the wise-men of the East 
were either Hindus or Buddhists, who worshipped Jesus as their 
Autara, or god. Secondly, they made offerings to him, as per 
their custom. 


And being warned in a dream 

That they should not return to Herod, 
They departed into their own country 
Another way.”8 


It is significant that these wise men kept the secret and departed 
through another high-way to their country. It is clear that 
during the days of Herod, there existed many communication - 
links between the East and the West. These people had come 
from a far away country. 

It is to be remembered that Buddhism had made inroads 
into Iran, Syria, Jordan and Egypt, long before the advent of 
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cof Christianity. They had collected small groups of followers 
in these regions and built small monasteries, known as ‘Nav- 
-viharas’, or the new viharas. These place later came to be 
known as Nay-bahars. It is also a historical fact that a Bud- 
dhist mission from the East founda welcome atthe court of 
Ptolemy Philadephus, some time in the third century B. C.”4 

The above statement clearly reveals that long before the 
birth of Jesus Christ, the Buddhists of India, lived in the 
region. Fromits advent, Buddhism began to influence both 
‘the East and West. Not only, it become popular in the East, 
it started its triumphant march towards the West. It was 
Alexander the Great, who had consolidated the whole vast 
region of the globe from Greece to the Punjab. After his 
demise, Buddhism penetrated into the region, step by step. 
During the reign of Ashoka, the whole of Afghanistan, 
Bluchistan and Southern Iran had been converted to Buddhism. 
The missionery zeal of the Buddhist monks took this religion 
right upto Alexanderia, covering Iran, Mesopotamia and 
Judah. Archaeological remains of the Buddhist civilization have 
been located at various places in the region. 


The Future Buddha 


Worshipping of the devas and the bodhi-sattavas is a 
favourite religious ceremony with the Hindus and the Buddhists. 
The devas or the devatas is equivalent to the gods or the gods- 
incarnate, while the term, bodhi-sattava stands for the com- 
ming Buddhas. They believe in the incarnation of gods and in 
‘the advent of future Buddhas or the enlightened ones. The 
Hindus are renounced throughout the world for their pro- 
ficiency is astrology since ancient times, and their astrologers 
can predict future. The Buddhists await future Buddha, and 
always make a search for him. 

The Buddhists of Tibet and Ladakh, make use of tantara 
for searching future Buddhas. For this purpose, a minute 
study of cosmic signs is conducted by their priests. Succession 
of the incarnate lama is a complicated affiar, and rests on the 
belief in the transmigration of soul. After a week from the 
demise of the lama, a complicated search is conducted of the 
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newly born baby, in all directions by a special band of priests. 
The new born baby isto be examined in detail. Persona} 
belongings of the departed lama, such as incense, holy water: 
and cup are placed before the rew born baby, alongwith per- 
sents. The articles are mixed with other articles, and if the: 
baby touches the belongings of the deceased lama, then the 
priests, declare the baby as the incarnate Jama, and worship 
him. Much rejoicing is done on this auspicious occasion. For 
searching the incarnate lama besides consultation of astrologi-- 
cal works, the occult science of numbers is used by the priests. 

According to the Buddhist mythology, when a lama dies his 
soul is infused in another baby, and such incarnation is perpetu- 
ated involuntarily, through the force of Karma. The position 
of the incarnate baby is very high, holy, and esteemed.’® He 
is termed as the bodhi-sattava or the future Buddha. 

The above would amply clarify that the Buddhists had 
already studied the stars, and come to know about the birth 
of Jesus Christ. They had come from far-off Eastern lands to 
worship him. Seeing the baby, they threw themselves down 
before him, and worshipped him like the Buddhists. They also 
offered presents and other articles, such as gold, incense, and 
myrrh.”® After having established his identity as the future’ 
Buddha, they went to their own country from another way. 
As is the custom with the Buddhist lamas, they would come 
again to take the child for worship. It is now possible to 
reconstruct the gaps in the life of Jesus Christ. Suffice to say 
that after his return from Egypt, they came and took him 
away to India, wherefrom he returned after many years and 


proclaimed his ministry in Palestine. We would discuss this 
issue at length, later on. 


The Buddhist Version 


It is interesting to give the Buddhist version regarding the 
birth of Jesus Christ. Hereafter I quote: 


At this time came the moment, when the all-merciful 
Judge elected to become incarnate in a human being. 
And the eternal Spirit, dwelling in a state of complete 
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inaction, and of supreme beatitude, awoke, and detached 

itself for an indefinite period, from the Eternal Being, so- 
as to show forth in the guise of humanity, the means of 
self-identification with divinity, and of attaining to: 
eternal felicity. And to demonstrate by example, how 

man may attain moral purity, and by separating his soul 

from its mortal coil, the degrees of perfection necessary 

to enter into the kingdom of heaven, which is unchangea-- 
ble, and where happiness reigns eternal. Soon after,. 
a marvellous child was born in the land of Israel, God 

Himself speaking by the mouth of this infant of the 

frailty of the body, and the grandeur of the soul. 

The divine child, began from his earliest years, to 

speak of the one, and indivisible God, exhorting the 
souls of those gone astray to repentance, and the purifica- 

tion of the sins, of which they were calpable. People: 
came from all parts to hear him, and they marvelled at 

the discourses proceeding from his childish mouth. All 

the Israelites were of one accord in saying that the Eternal. 

Spirit dwelt in this child.”” 


Protection by the Essenes Order 


During the life of Moses, a distinct Order arose among his. 
followers, who claimed that they loved and worshipped God in 
purity of heart. They believed that the soul was immortal. 
and nothing happened in this world without the will of God. 
They lived in wilderness and aspired to lead a righteous and 
honest life. They were most esteemed among the people, for 
they showed great kindness to children, held them dear, and 
taught them all kinds of knowledge and science, moral, and 
Teligion. After his birth, Jesus was put under the protection: 
of the Essenes Order by a member of this sect. It was these 
people, who gave protection to Joseph and Mary.”® 


In the Temple 


His circumcision ceremony took place after eight days. At 
the expiry of the days of purification, his parents went to the 
temple in Jerusalem. They also took him to the temple where 
Simeon the priest, seeing him declared that he was the promised 
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Messiah. When his parents felt amazed, Simeon blessed 
them and said: 
Behold, 
This child is set for the fall, 
And rising again of many in Israel; 
And for a sign, 
Which shall be spoken against; 
Yea, 
A sword shall pierce, 
Through thy own soul also; 
That the thoughts of many hearts, 
May be revealed.’® 
In that instant, Anna, a prophetess, came in that direction 
and gave thanks likewise unto the baby. 


The Messacre 


Jesus was born at the time when the Messianic fervour was 
rampant. The land in which he was born had been subjugated 
by the Romans and the Jews wanted to get rid of them. They 
believed that God might intervene on their behalf, and depute 
the Messiah for their salvation. 

In this extreme distress, 

The people remembered their great God; 
They implored his grace, 

And besought Him to forgive them; 


And our Father, in His inexhaustible mercy, 
Heard their prayer.® 


The Jews had eagerly awaited the birth of the promised 
Messiah, and they lived on prophesies. Many a sooth-sayers had 
declared that the promised ‘holy one’ shall rule the people of 
Israel, and he would be the king of the Jews. Naturally, the 
tulers were anxious to find the child and kill him. 

This was the situation prevailing at the time of the birth 
of Jesus. The prophecy claimed that the next king of the 

Jews will be born at Bethelehem. Herod set his spies 00 every 
hearth and home, and tried his best to find the miraculous 
child. 
Joseph saw a disturbing dream about his son being take? 
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to the court of Herod. He felt very much disturbed and 
departed for Egypt, during night.** Jesus was hardly two 
years old at that time. Herod felt mocked, and in anger 
ordered that all children who were two years old, be killed. 
This resulted in the whole-sale killings of innocent children. It 
was a day of great mourning for the parents, whose children 
had been killed. They wept and lamented, and some of them 
fled away to different lands. At that time, there lived many 
members of the Essene Order on the borders of Egypt and one 
of them gave refuge to Joseph and Mary during their flight.* 


The Flight to Egypt 


The Gospels provide no information about the sojourn of 
the Holy family in Egypt. However, Apocryphal records point 
to numerous places where Jesus stayed with his parents in 
Egypt. According to earlier Coptic traditions, they stayed in 
the monasteries of Wadi-el-Natrun, Mataria and Al- 
Moharrak.®* In the Middle Ages, the garden at Mataria was 
famous for its fruits and flowers, which were not found any- 
where else in Egypt. This garden was also known as the 
“Herbal Garden’”.84 In these monasteries lived the members of 
the Essenes Order, who according. to Philo of Alexandria 
totaled four thousand souls.*° They led simple lived as mystics 
and investigated the healing virtues of herbs, roots and stones.* 
The village of Mataria lies on the right bank of the Nile and 
it was here that the Holy Family obtained a refuge under the 
protection of the Essenes. At present, the Church of the Holy 
Family, exists in the Herbal Garden, which also has the fig 
tree with its hollow trunk. According to a Coptic legend, Jesus 
and his parents hid themselves in this hollow trunk to save 
themselves from their pursuers. The information provided by 
the Essenes about the sojourn of the Holy Family is reproduced 
he reafter. 

During their flight to Egypt, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus were 
protected and guided by the Essenes. They were first conducted 
as guests to their dwellings near the slopes of the mountain, 
where the Romans had built a temple dedicated to Jupiter. 
Having been introduced to the Essene congregations, they learnt 
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their way of worship as well as the ceremony of eating the 
consecrated bread and drinking of holy wine. At the time of 
introduction, Joseph was placed among the half-circle of men 
on the right hand, and Mary, among the women on the left 
hand. All of them ate the bread, drank the holy wine and 
Sang the holy hymns. Here for the first time, after the cere. 
mony, Joseph renounced forever any claim on Jesus. After 
that he was made acquainted with secret signs of the Order by 
which, he could make himself known to other members, during 
his travels. Now, Joseph and Mary freely mixed with the 
members of the Order at various settlements. Both Joseph and 
Mary instructed Jesus in knowledge and wisdom. The elders 
among the Essenes loved and protected Jesus, and he became 
‘well versed in scriptures. When the peril of the Romans was over 
in Galilee, Joseph went to Nazareth and from that place 
returned to Jerusalem.*” 


Return from Egypt 


Herod passed away in 4 B.C. and Archelaus came to power 
as the next king of the Jews. Joseph decided to return to his 
native place, with his wife and !esus. By now, Jesus was 
literate, wise and skilled in his father’s profession. He had 
learnt the trade of his father and could make wooden tools for 
agriculture.®° 

It was customary with his parents to visit Jerusalem every 
year. As such, on their return from Egypt, the first thing they 
did, was to pay a pilgrimage to the holy temple at Jerusalem. 
Jesus felt astonished to participate in the Feast of the Passover 
as well as, in rituals performed by the priests. Being nature 10 
wisdom and knowledge, he absorbed himself in religious discus- 
sions and also studied the scribes. 


The Essenes 


An old parchment was found in a house in Alexandria, 
which belonged to the Essenes, giving details about the cruct 
fixion of Jesus Christ. This documents first appeared 10 
America in 1873, under the title Eye-witness. 

Since then, much interest has been shown to learn more 
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about the Essenes. Josephus has described this sect as a secret 
brotherhood, which was opposed to the Pharisees and the 
‘Sadduces. They held their meetings, away from the cities in 
their monasteries, known as the white house. They wore white 
garments and were interested in healing properties of herbs and 
stones. A wing among them was known as the Therapentees, 
who lived in mixed communities but observed celibacy. The 
monks and the nuns of this order lived separately but mixed 
every seventh week after supper, singing hyms, and dancing 
until dawn.®® Another wing of the Essenes was known as the 
Sampsaeans or the sun-worshippers, who mostly lived by the 
Eastern shores of the Dead Sea.°° 


Josephus Flavius makes mention of three sects of Pharisees, 
Sadducees and Essenes, living in Egypt, Syria and Palestine 
-during ancient times. He calls the Essenes as ‘“‘the most perfect of 
all the sects in Palestine.” The members of this Order embraced 
the teachings of non-violence and enjoyed a bigh moral reputa- 
tion among the Jews. They were not meat-eaters and did not 
believe in the sacrifice of living animals. All these facts lead us 
to believe that the Essenes were the Buddhists of Western stock, 
who maintained secrecy about their identity. It is a historical 
fact that soon after the advent of Alexander the Great on the 
Indian soil, the Buddhist missionaries made their appearance 
jn Egypt.*! We are also informed that a section of the Essenes 
were known as “‘Therapentees”. We know that two hundred 
years after the passing away of the Buddha, the first major split 
appeared among the Buddhists and they divided themselves into 
two sects : the Thera-vadins.and the Sarsvasti-vadins.®” 

Both Eusebius and Allegro speak about the two wings among 
the Essenes and name them: the Thera-pentees and the Sam- 
psaeans, which can be identified with the Thera-vadins and the 
‘Sarvasti-vadins, among the Buddhists. 


We have stated earlier that during their long stay in Egypt, 
the Holy Family remained under the protection of the Essenes. 
Jesus grew up as a normal child among the balsam bushes of 
the Herbal Garden at Mataria. Besides receiving much love 
from his fugtive parents, he received care and attention of the 
Essenes. The “saints”, as ‘they were called, they absorbed 
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themselves in study, contemplation and meditation. During his. 
formative years, Jesus followed their example. He read and 
reflected on the sacred literature and mystical pratices of these 
persons. He felt delighted in the Jewish festivals of passover,. 
pentecost and tabernacle. 

The only story, Luke tells us about Jesus is that at the age 
of twelve, he was so lost in his thoughts that he could not 
visualise anxiety of his parents.°* Before we proceed with the 
examination of this Gospel story, we must record that Jesus. 
greatly loved to read the Psalms of David and the pungent 
words of Solomon. When he reached his seventh year, he had. 
studied all the scriptures and fixed in memory every word.®! 


Jesus Lost and Found 


The only account of the intervening years is given by Luke: 
when he tells us as to how Jesus was lost and found by Josepb. 
and Mary. He says: 


And when he was twelve years old, 

They went up to Jerusalem, 

After the custom of the feast. 

And when they had fulfilled the days. 

As the returned, 

The child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; 
And Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 
But they, 

Supposing him to have been in the company, 
Went a day’s journey; 

And they sought him, 

Among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 
And when they found him not, 

They turned back gain to Jerusalem, 
Seeking him. 

And it came to pass, 

That after three days, 

They found him in the temple, 

Sitting in the midst of the doctors, 

Both hearing them, 
And asking them questions. 
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And all that heard him were astonished, 
At his understanding and answers.°® 


The above would show that Jesus was lost to his parents ‘at 
the age of twelve and no information is available from the Bible: 
about Jesus, upto the age of twenty-nine. Where did he spent 
his 17 years of his life, is a puzzle, which requires to be solved. 


Jesus Protected 


The Essenes have given a different version of the incident. 
which is given as under: 


When Jesus spoke with the scribes concerning holy things, 
his doctrines gave deep affence to the Pharisees in 
Jerusalem. They knew him to be from Galilee, and they 
despised him as they despised the whole people of Galilee. 
When the divine child had spoken publicly, in the temple, 
the Essenes were apprehensive of the dangers that 
threatened him. They knew that the Pharisees were in 
private council fully determined to banish him from 
synagogue of Sopherim. Thus it came to pass that Jesus 
was lost from his parents in the large city which then 
contained many people from whole country, because of 
the passover. At last, on the fourth day, Jesus was 
found by his parents, according to the information given 
by the Essenes.** 


Later Events 


Joseph and Mary, returned with their other children to 
Nazareth. They felt disturbed but he told them that he was 
Not interested in the profession of carpentary and instead, he 
would like to take up the profession of a priest and serve 
God.” The above already reveals that at the age of twelve, 
Jesus was fully conversant with the scriptures and had com- 
mitted some to memory. Where did he learn all this? The 
answer is that his parents took him to Egypt, where the boy 
was taught by teachers, and later he learnt at Qumran, where 
the Essenic centres of learning were already available for the 
Seekers. It is a fact of history that Jesus was hostile to the 
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Pharisees. But why? This evidently relates him to the Essenes, 


Like the Pharisees, the Essenes meticulously observed the 
law of Moses, the sebbath, and ritual purity. They also pro- 
fessed belief in immorality and divine punishment for sin. But, 
unlike the Pharisees, the Essenes denied, the resurraction of 
the body and refused to immerse themselves in public life. 
With few exceptions, they shunned temple worship, content to 
live ascetic lives of manual labour in seclusion. The sabbath 
was reserved for day-long prayer and meditation on the Torah. 
Those who qualified for membership were called upon to swear 
piety to God, justice toward men, hatred of falsehood, love of 
truth and faithful observance of all other tenets of the Essene 
sect.°8 


Jesus spent most of his time in Jerusalem, which is hardly 
15 to 20 miles away from Qumran. He would occassionally 
visit the ascetics there and discuss philosophical issues with 
Josephus records in life that Jesus was noted as a boy for his 
learning, and when he was only fourteen, was often consulted 
‘by the chief priests and doctors of Jerusalem. People came 
from all parts to hear him, and they marvelled at the discourses 
Proceeding from his childish month.” It is certain that he was 
taken up by the Essenes, while ‘still pliable and teachable, who 
trained him in traditional Jewish scriptures. The Essenes 
hated the Roman subjugators, and in order to provide moral 
support for the movement, trained a batch of preachers includ- 
dng John who often predicted: 


There cometh one mighter than I after me. 
The latchest of whose shoes, 
I am not worthy, 
To stoop down and unloose. 
I indeed have baptised you with water; 
But he shall baptise you 
With the Holy Ghost. 
They had prepared him for the establishment of the 
Messianic kingdom. 
The Gospels are silent abouth the later life of Jesus Christ 
prior to his ministry. 
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Tnitiation 


The Essenes told Jesus to tell Joseph that the time had 
come for him to fulfil the vow, he had made in Egypt 
regarding renouncing his claim on Jesus. When he 
returned to his home, he told Joseph all about it. Joseph 
then, for the first time made known to Jesus that he was 
not his father. At the appointed time in the evening, 
they saw the fire signal ascend from the mountain. 
Immediately, they set forth towards the mountain, where 
they were met by the white-robed messengers from the 
Essenes. Jesus remained with the Essenes for one year, 
during which period he was initiated into their Order. 
At the first ceremony, Jesus was shown the way to enter 
into the assembly, where the Essenes were seated in four 
separated groups. While he made the first vow, all 
placed their right hands upon their chests, with the 
left hand hanging down at the side. It meant that 
only the pure in heart sha'l see that which, was sacred 
and holy. He then vowed indifference to the treasures 
of earth, to worldly power or name, and to keep secrecy. 


After the vow, he was led into the lonely cavern, where he 
had to remain for three days and three nights. After the third 
-day, he was clothed in the white robes. After this, he was 
instructed concerning the trials, and the disciplines through 
which he had to pass. After one year, when the period of 
trial and self-examination had passed, the final ceremony of 
initiation was performed. He was then conducted to the 
secret chamber of worship and admitted as a member of the 
,Order. Now he was free to go out into the world, to preach 
or hea].30 


Joseph and Jesus 

The New Testament informs us about the two personalities 
bearing the same name of Joseph; one is Joseph of Arimathes, 
-and the other is Joseph, the husband of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. 

The genealogy of Joseph is given as under: 
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Abraham begat Isaac; 

Isaac begat Jacob; 

And Jesse begat David the king; 

David begat Solomon; 

Azor begat Zadok; 

Zadok begat Achim; 

Matthan begat Jacob; 

Jacob begat Joseph, the husband of Mary.*% 


Joseph was a carpenter by profession, and he worked at 
Jerusalem.’°? He was betrothed to Mary, and had promised 
to take her as his wife atthe propertime. According to: 
Matthew, Mary was espoused to Joseph, when she already 
had conceived Jesus. ?°° Joseph was then married to Mary, 
and after some time took her upto his house. When he found 
her with a child, he thought of putting her away. Subsequently, 
the angel of the Lord appeared upto him in a dream, saying: 

Fear not to take unto thee Mary they wife: 
For that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost. 


From the above it is clear that Jesus Christ was not the son 
of Joseph. After being married with Joseph, Mary gave birth 
to other children, who were considered as the brothers and. 
sisters of Jesus.1°5 


The people of Nazareth considered the following as the 
brother of Jesus: 


James. 
Joses. 
Juda. 


Simon. 
All the Gospels speak about the brothers of Jesus Christ, 


but the names of his sisters are not given. Mark refers to his- 
Sisters as under: 


And are not his sisters also with us.207 


It may also be pointed out that Jesus had a twin brother,. 
Judas Thomas, who is also called Didymus,1°8 


According to the Gospels, Joseph fled into Egypt with his. 
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wife, and Jesus. After the death of Herod, an ange: approached 
jn a dream to Joseph, and told him to take the child, and his 
mother into the land of Israel.’°° Accordingly, he returned to 
Nazareth along-with Mary and Jesus. From this stage, Joseph 
js not mentioned any where in any significant manner. It is 
also significant that Joseph never mentions Jesus as his son, 
and Mary, only describes Joseph as the father of Jesus.11° It 
‘can not be denied that Jesus himself never addresses Joseph as 
his father. 
Only at the death of Joseph, Jesus is said to have uttered 

the following lamentation: 

Not a single limb of it shall be broken, 

Nor shall any hair of thy head be changed, 

Nothing of thy body shall perish: 

O! my father Joseph.?!" 


There is another important point, which can not be over- 
Jooked. It has been stated earlier that it can also be presumed 
that Jesus was in reality the son of an Essene, and was to be 
handed over to the Order at the age of twelve. When he 
visited Jerusalem with his parents, the Essene priest recognised 
him, and Jesus stayed with his real father in the temple. When 
his mother said unto him: 


Son, 

Why, hast thou thus dealt with us ? 

Behold, 

Thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing, 
he replied: 

How is it that ye sought me ? 

Wist ye not that I must be about my Fathers business ? 

And they understood not the saying, 

Which he spake unto them. 

But his mother kept all, 

These sayings in her heart.1° 

The above can be explained in this way that Jesus had 

found his real earthly father. Wheo his mother told him that 
she and his father were searching him, he told them as to why 
they were searching him ? Do they not wish that he should do 
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the work of his real father? When Jesus told them like this, 
they did not understand him, no one understood him except 
his mother, who kept the meaning of his words as secret. She 
knew her father was the Essene priest, and he had to follow 
the work of his real father. This means, he was not to do the 
work of a carpenter, which was the profession of Joseph but 
Jesus had to be a preacher of the Essene Order. 


Travelogue 


One of the most important and most interesting episode in 
the life of Jesus Christ is the account of his thirst for travel. 
After the passover, why did he abandon the house of his 
parents ? Was it the spirit of adventure which drove him out 
of Jerusalem, or did he go in search of the Buddhist monks 7 
He already knew that it were the wise men of the East, who 
had come to search him, when he was a baby. As such, there 
is no wonder that in his heart, he had a yearning to move from 
one place to another. 


It is a historical fact that during that period under review, 
the members of the Buddhist Sangha, or Order had penetrated 
as far as Alexenderia for missionary activities. This fact has. 
also been established that the Bssenes had established close 
contacts with the Sun-worshippers of Jran and Central Asia. 
Jesus had been a member of the Essene Order, and had already 
come into contact with mystics and monks of the West Asian 
region. It 1s in the light of the above facts that we would try 
to find out the details of his early travells in the neighbouring 
countries. Unfortunately, no sufficient material is available to- 
us to reconstruct the whole story. 


Jesus grew, and waxed strong in spirit filled with wisdom : 
and the grace of God was upon him.” When he was thirteen, 
mapy rich and noble people were desirous of having him as a 
son-in-low.’** His parents used to visit Jerusalem every year 
at the Feast of Passover, when they had fulfilled the days, as 
they had returned, Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem. They went 
a days journey, and scught him among their relatives and. 
acquaintances, but they could not find him there.215 
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After mentioning this incident, the Gospels are silent about. 
the life of Jesus Christ, up till his twenty-nineth year. What 
happened to him for nearly seventeen years, is shrouded in 
mystery. In order to complete the life story of Jesus Christ, 
we have to search information from other sources. In the old 
edition of the Bible, Luke says: 

And the child grew, 

And waxed strong in spirit, 

And was in desert. 

Till the day of his showing in Israel. 


But in the new edition of the Bible, Luke is made to say: 
, And the child grew, 
And waxed strong in spirit, 
Filled with wisdom; 
And the grace of God was upon him. 

It is clear that the sentence: ‘was in the desert till the day 
he come back into Israel,’ has been changed into: ‘filled with 
wisdom and the grace of God was upon him’. The words that 
Jesus was in the desert till his return, clearly indicate that he 
left the country at that time. 


Jesus in India 


Jesus secretly left his parents and together with the merch- 
ants of Jerusalem turned towards India “‘to become perfected 
in the Divine Word.” He passed from place to place and 
dwelt in peace with the low caste people. When the high 
caste people wanted to teach him, he refused to listen to- 
their speeches. He believed that those “who deprive their 
brothers of the common blessings shall be themselves stripped 
of them.” Jesus went into the Himalayan Imountains and 
when he was twenty-nine, the returned to Israel.11° This 
information is available about his temporary stay in India from. 
the Tibetan scrolls found by Nicolas Roerich in 1925. 

Another oriental work of importance gives us the exact age 
of Jesus when he first travelled towards the East. It says: 

Jesus was thirteen years old when he left 
for the Eastern countries,1’ 
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We feel that Jesus travelled between India and Palestine 
twice; before and after crucifixion. In the Gospel of the 
“Hebrews, we are informed that Jesus went to Assyria and from 
that country proceeded to the country of the Chaldeans and 
than to India. He performed many miracles in these count- 
ries.118 At that time, Assyria was under the royal house of 
Adiabene and its king Ezad had extended his sway right from 
“Nisibis to Kharax on the Persian Gulf. Josephus fixes the date 
of his ascension to the throne of Adiabene at 36 A.D. He 
-was therefore a contemporary of Jesus Christ. It may also be 
mentioned that both Ezad and his mother Helena were buried 
at Jerusalem after their death. Now, at that time, the trade 
‘route to India passed from sabylon to Kharax, which was a 
meeting place of merchants from the Far East. It is probable 
‘that Jesus after his departure from Jerusalem may have reached 
Damascus, wherefrom the route lay to Babylon and then to 
Kharax on the confluence of the rivers Tigris and Euphrates. 
In the Hymn of the Soul of the Acts of Thomas, the prince 
-declares that he passed Babylon on the left and came to Mesene 

which is a meeting place of the merchants of the East and sits 
-on the shore of the sea.11° We feel that Jesus also followed 
this very route towards his first journey to India. 

According to the Hindu legends, the Jewish race originated 
in India centuries ago. After departing from India they 
migrated towards the West. Their extraordinary persistence 
of the Jewish race as the chosen race, may have had its basis i0 
the Hindu caste system. Just as the Brahmins of India consider 
themselves as supirior to the cther castes, the Jews also con- 
sider themselves as the chosen people. The present day Jews of 
India also do not mix with other peoples and the reason may be 
their subconscious memory of the caste system in the country 
-of their origin. This legend ties with the legend that Jesus 
also came to visit India after he was lost in the Temple at the 
age of about thirteen. Though he remained at one place for 

-a very short period, yet he learnt about the re-incarnation 
theory of the Hindus and after his return to the country of bis 
birth, he asserted that he was theSonof God. The Sutra 
known as Natha Namavali also asserts that Jesus, who is 
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-called as Isha Natha, came to India at the age of fourteen and _ 
after great concentration understood that Shiva was a great 
god.2° 


Return of Jesus 


Jesus was twenty-nine years old when he arrived in the 
land of Israel. During his absence, the Pagans has caused the 
Israelites to endure more atrocious sufferings, and they were 
filled with despair.1°1 In order to understand their condition, 
we have to go back to 63 B.C. when the spiritual and political 
independence of Israel came to an abrupt end. It was in this 
year that Pompey, the Roman general marched into Palestine 
with his army.1°2. Pompey stormed Jerusalem and broke into 
the Temple, being welcomed as a deliverer by the Pharisees. 
But later, all felt disillusion and there followed several vain 
revolts. In 37 B.C. the Romans placed Herod of Idumea on 
the throne. He was a tyrant but he bautified the Temple and 
built many fine buildings. The last part of his reign was made 
miserable by family disloyalty. These conflicts continued even 
after his death with the result that the Romans adopted the 
practice of putting in military governors.2°* 

During the period, the Jews were divided into many sects, 
such as the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the Essenes. 

Their priests kept them in a fever of expected Messiab, who 
could restore their political power. It was in these days that 
John the prophet started preaching in the wilderness of Judes, 
“saying: 

Repent ye: 

For the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
For this is he that was spoken of, 

By the prophet Issiah, 

Saying: 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord.1*4 


John the Prophet 


Little is known about John the Baptist, except that he was 
the son of a priest called Zechariah, born to Elizabeth in a 
miraculous way. Elizabeth, we know already was the cousin 
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of Mary and both confided with each other. 
been informed by the angel as under: 
Fear not, Zechariah, 
For thy prayer is heard; 
And thy wife shalt bear thee a son, 
And thou shalt call his name John. 
And thou shalt have joy and gladness; 
And many shalt rejoice at his birth. 
For he shalt be great, 
In the sight of the Lord, 
And be shalt be filled with the Holy Ghost, 
Even from his mother’s womb. 

Zechariah being an old man, wondered as to how could. 
Elizabeth conceive. But the angel assured him that he was. 
sent by God to Speak unto him, and he should keep ita 
secret,1°5 


Son of God 


Zechariah had. 


As willed by God, 


f the same angel impregnated Mary, 
during her Stay withi 


n the house of Zechariah, in a city of 
Judah. He also informed her that her cousin, Elizabeth had 
also conceived a son in old age in the same Way, and this was. 
the sixth month with her. Accordingly, Mary went to confide 
with Elizabeth and she congratulated her Saying: 

Blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.226 


At the request of Elizabeth, she remained in the house of 


Zechariah for 3 months, after which she was married to Joseph. 
From the above account, the following similarities can be- 
established between Jesus and John; 


a) both of them were conceived by their mothers 
through the will of God, 

b) their mothers were impregnated by the angel sent. 
by God. 


c) the angel was same, and the Holy Ghost came upon. 
both Elizabeth and Mary. 


d) the power of the Highest overshadowed both of 
them. 


It is clear that both Jesus and John were the Sons of God, 
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and both had to perform the mission assigned to them by 
divine will. 


Education 


After his advent on this earth, on the first day, John 
praised God and all felt amazed. He grew up under the care 
of Elizabeth and Zechariah, who being a priest, provided good 
education to hisson. As he had to follow the priestly trade, 
he received training in the temple ceremonies from his parents,. 
and Zechariah taught him the scriptures. John also came into 
contact with the group of the saints known as the Essenes, who- 
also taught him their scribes. He was admitted into the Order 
of the Essenes, alongwith Jesus in their years of early manhood, 
at Jutha, which was close to the castle Maseda.1°? As time 
passed he grew into a pious personality, intelligent, and 
destined to fulfil a mission. 

He grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts 
till the day he started preaching.1°8 


Prophecy 


Zechariah made a prophecy that in the person of John, the 
Lord God created a redeemer for the people of Israel, so that 
they could be saved from their enemies. 

Addressing the child, he said : 
And thou, 
Child shall be called, 
The prophet of the Highest ; 
For thou shalt go, 
Before the face of the Lord, 
To prepare his ways.129 

The people were full of expectations that the Messiah would 
come at any time, and his advent would be preceded by the 
Prophet Elijah. As such, every one sincerely believed that. 
Elijah had come in the person of John. 


Preaching of Elijah 


The words ‘was in the deserts* can be interpreted to mean 
that John went to the saints for spiritual guidance. The saints. 
could be no persons, other than the Essenes, who had establish- 
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ed small colonies in the desert with their headquarters in the 
caves of Qumran. It was during this period that the word of 
God came unto John, and he started his mission from Jordon, 
He preached the baptism of repentance for the Temission of 
sins.1°° He preached in the wilderness saying : 

Repent ye ; 

For the kingdom of heaven, 

Is at hand.1°1 


John the Prophet preached amon 


g the people, the publicans, 
and the soldiers. To the peo 


ple he asked to share their belong- 
ings, saying that he that has two coats, let him bestow one to 
him that is without it. Of the publicans, he wished that they 
should exact no more what is authorised. He told the soldiers 
not tO do violence to any man, nor accuse any one of false 
charges, and be content with their salarjes,1°2 

The above clearly reveals that John the Prophet, 
tepentance from all, whether high or low, in the nam 
He warned that if they refused to obey, 
sure to come. 
Abraham was no 
bad to mend thei 


He declared : 


demanded 
e of God. 
the wrath of God was 
He told them that to be the children of 
guarantee for their salvation. The people 
t ways, and wash their sins through baptism. 


I indeed baptize you with water ; 
But one mightier than I cometh, 
He shall baptize you, 


With the Holy Ghost, 
And with Fire 133 


Journey to Jordon 


Jesus Christ was aware of the activities of John, and his cry 
in the wilderness that he had 


at one mightier than him was expected 
apy time. Now, when all the People were baptized, Jesus 
Christ himself went to J 


When John saw Jesus Coming towards him, he told the 
gathering ; , 


Behold the Lamb of God, 
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Which taketh away the sin, 
Of the world. 


This is he of whom I said ; 


After me cometh a man, 
Which is preferred before me $ 
For he was before me. 

And I knew him not ; 

But that he should be made, 
Manifest to Israel, 

Therefore am I come baptizing ; 
With water,13! 


When Jesus came out of water, the Holy Ghost descended 
upon him like a dove, and a voice came from heaven : 


Thou art my beloved son. 
In thee I am well pleased.1°5 


There could be no need of baptism for the Son of God. 
As he had come to be a pattern for the sons of man, baptism 
was a symbol for cleansing of the soul.1°* Jesus was very 
much occupied with spiritual thinking, he needed time for 
meditation. 


The Mystical Test 


Now Jesus had to undergo a mystical test into the wilder- 
ness, for forty days, which is a symbolic period. In the East, 
the mystics undergo such tests, which include meditation and 
recitations for a period of forty days, after which the devotee 
attains complete spiritual power. During the period, the 
devotee has to fight with temptations. Now, when the spirit 
of God was upon Jesus, he fasted for forty days, and succeeded 
in avoding the temptations, with the result that angels came to 
him, and ministered unto him.!°7_ Jesus would often go to the 
valley of Qumran in the Dead Sea, and _ visit monasteries as 
well as sancturies of the Essenes. Both the Buddhists and the 
Essenes displayed extraordinary interest in ancient scriptures, 
meditation and yoga. The Essenes were more interested in an- 
cient writings, pertaining to the welfare of body, ign st 
of medicinal plants, and treatment of diseases.1%° The Essen 
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‘were the masters of pharmaceutical and medical Sciences, and a 
Dead Sea scroll testifies to this fact. Thus, Jesus learnt yoga 
and medicine from the Essenes. 


Jesus in Greece 


As Jesus longed to study with masters in Greece, he crossed 
‘the Carmel hills; at the port took ship and reached Athen. 
Once inthe Amphitheatre he stood, and when the Greek 
Inasters bade him to speak, he said: 


Athenian masters, 

I come not here to speak of philosophy ; 

But I would tell you of a life beyond, 

Within ; 

A real life that cannot pass away. 

Return, 

O mystic stream of Grecian thought, 

And mingle your clear waters with the flood of Spirit-life ; 
And then the spirit consciousness will sleep no more, 
And man will know, 

And God will’bless. 


Having spoken thus, he stepped aside. The Grecian masters 
were astonished at the wisdom of his words.139 When there 
wasa stormon the sea, he rescued many a helpless one 
with a mighty power. He told the crowd that the most 
efficient prayer that men can offer is helpfulness to those in 


need of help; for what you do for other men the Holy One 
‘will do for you.” 


John the Prophet 


John the Prophet is better known in the Bible as John the 
Baptists. “He preached and baptised in the Jordon valley 
south of Jerico, where the river is Crossed by the well known 
ford.” Heurged the Jews to Strive towards perfection by 
‘strictly following the law. He asked them to present themselves 
for baptism and a great multitude became his followers. 
Herod Antipas received report of hig activities and came to the 
-conclusion that this man was dangerous.1‘° 
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It was John the Prophet, who Introduce Jesus to his 
Followers. One day, in presence of his two disciples, he 
pointed towards him and said that Jesus was the Lamb of 
God.1'1_ These two followed Jesus and become his disciples. 
One of them was Andrew, brother of Simon Peter. They spent 
a day with him in his abode. The next day, Simon also came 
to him and became his disciple. Later on, Philip also 
followed him. In the subsequent days, Nathanael also accepted 
Jesus as the Son of God.1"* 


The Temptation 


Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, 
and was led by the Spirit into wilderness.1‘3 Why the Lord 
was led into wilderness ? The answer to this question could 
be that he went there to contemplate for the liberation of man- 
kind. Contemplation asa basis for liberation is based on 
Eastern philosophy, is a way of wisdom initiated in India more 
than a thousand years before Christ. Besides the Hindu for- 
mula, known as moksha or the liberation of man from the bonds 
of karma, this way of salvation took various forms in the my- 
Sticism of Tao, and the enlightenment of Buddha.1“* 

Besides contemplation what did he do in the wilderness ? 
He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards 
hungered like Buddha. Then temptations came to him as it 
had come to Buddha. Here is a paralell between him and the 
Buddha, for both of them went into wilderness, fasted unto 
death, and tried to find the way for the liberation of mankind. 
‘When the first temptation came to him, and asked : 

If thou be the Son of God, 

Command that these stones be made bread. 
But he answered and said : 

It is written, 

Man shall not live by bread alone.1* 

Jesus was then taken up into a high mountain and shown 
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. The 
‘second temptation said : 

All this power will I give thee, 
If thou therefore will worship me. 
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And Jesus answered : 
It is written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
And him only shalt thou serve.1*° 
Jesus was then taken up into the holy city and placed on a. 
pinnacle of the temple. The third temptation said : 
If thou be the Son of God, 
Cast thyself down. 
But Jesus said : 
It is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.1"” 
Jesus rejected all the above mentioned three temptations. 
Subsequently, he declared in Nazareth on the Sabbath day : 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
Because he hath anointed me, 
To preach the gospel to the poor : 
He hath sent me, 
To heal the broken-hearted, 
To preach deliverance to the captives, 
And recovering of sight to blind, 
To set at liberty them that are bruised. 
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.1!8 
The conclusion from the above can be drawn in the words: 
that Jesus proclaimed absolute freedom for the oppressed. It 
had been the dream of all the prophets to bring good news to 
the poor and enable mankind to live together in peace and 
love. But Jesus boldly announced that the fulfilment of what 


he had said was not in some remote future, but then and 
there.1* 


Jesus in Egypt 


Jesus come to Egypt to meet the Essene saints. He told 
the aged teachers all about his life. They convened the council 
of brotherhood and Jesus stood before the hierophant, who 
said: 

Your wisdom is the wisdom of gods, 
Why seek for wisdom in the halls of men ? 
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Jesus replied that in order to gain heights, he was ready to 
pass the hardest test. After receiving his mystic name and 
number from the hierophant, Jesus passed the first test and. 
received a scroll, on which was written just one word sincerity. 
After this, Jesus passed the second test and hierophant placed a 
scroll in his hands, on which was inscribed, justice. Then 
Jesus passed the third test and received a scroll, on which was 
written, faith. Then he passed the fourth test and the hieroph- 
ant placed in his hands a scroll, on which was writ, philan- 
thropy. Jesus spent forty days in the monastery in deep 
meditation. He had conquered self and could talk with nature. 
He passed the fifth test and the hieropbant placed in Jesus” 
hand another scroll, and on this one was written, heroism. 
After this, Jesus passed the sixth test and the hierophant 
placed a scroll in his hands on which was written, love 
divine. And when Jesus passed the seventh test the hierophant 
placed a diadem on his brow and said: you are the Christ. Then. 
a voice that shook the very monastery was heard and it said: 
This is the Christ and every living creature said, Ameen.1°° 

In every age since time began have seven sages lived. At 
first of every age these sages meet to note the course of nations, 
peoples, tribes and tongues. An age had passed, and so the 
sages met in Egypt. Jesus addressed the sages and said: 

“The history of life is well condensed in these immortal 
postulates. These are seven hills on which the holy city 
shall be built. These are seven sure foundation stones 
on which the universal church shall stand. The words I 
speak are not my own; they are the words of him whose 
will Ido. And from the men of low estate I will select 
twelve men, who represent the twelve immortal thoughts: 
and these will be the model church. And when the 
better age shall come the universal church will stand upon 
the seven postulates. Andin the name of God, our 
father God, the kingdom of the soul shall be established 
ca the seven bills. And all the peoples, tribes ané 
tongues of earth shall enter in. The Prince of eek 
will take his seat upon the throne of power; the Triune 


God will then be All in All. 
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With these words, Jesus finished his discource and all the 
‘sages said, Ameen! After this no word was said and Jesus went 
his way and reached Jerusalem. 


The Call 


In Galilee, when Jesus was among his early desciples, he 
Bave the following call: 


Verily, Verily, I say upto you. 
Herafter ye shall see heaven open, 


And the angels of God ascending and descending, 
Upon the Son of man,1*1 


When many people came to him for blessings, he came 
down with them, and stood in the plan He lifted his eyes on 
his disciples, and said: 

Blessed be ye poor: 

For yours is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed are ye that hanger now: 
For ye shall be filled, 

Blessed are ye that weep now: 
For ye shall laugh.1°2 

Many disciples collected around tim, and he manifested 

many miracles in different Parts of Israel. Jesus declared: 
And this is the condemnation, 
That light is come into the world, 
And men loved darkness rather than light, 
Because their deeds were evil, 
For every one that doeth evil, 
Hateth the light neither cometh to the light, 
Lest his deeds should be Teproved, 
But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, 
That his deeds may be made manifest, 
That they are wrought in God,.153 

His fame spread in whole of the country. Some, who 
were God fearing came to his fold, while those, who had 
misgivings came to argue with him. God had given 4 
Commandments unto men through Moses, and Jesus ogee 
the spiritual aspects of some of the Commandments. 
declared: 


| 
| 


conclusion that it was simply to involve Jesue. 
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The Lord our God is one Lord: 

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God, 

With all thy heart. 

And with all thy soul, 

And with all thy mind, 

And with all thy strength.® 

This is the first commandment. 

And the second is namely this, 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

There is none other commandment greater than these.154 


Opposition 


The preaching of Jesus antagonised the local Pharisees, who 
beingcommunal in out-look and thinking, demanded strict 
observance of the Commandments according to Torah. But 
Jesus wanted to make them free from rituals, superstition and 
ignorance. By nature, he was sociable, and did not believe in 
caste distinctions. As such, the Pharisees campaigned sgz2inst 
him, and quoted his disciples, as saying that Jesus claimed 
heavenly descent. But, he told them that he was sent by God 
to be their teacher. The priests also became his enemy, for 
they saw in his preaching the seeds of their ruin, as a class. AS 
such, they started wild propaganda against him, and charged 
him as saying that he had claimed to be the Son of God. 
They pronounced that the demon had possessed Jesus. They 
made people to throw stones on him, and disturb his religious 
gatherings.°*> They even alleged that he was declaring himself 
as God, and this was blasphemy.’ An enquiry was instituted 
to find, if Jesus Christ was guilty of the charge of blasphemy, 
but they could not find a single witness to prove this allegation. 
Thus his fame spread far and wide and his name became a 
legend overnight.?°’ 

Now, they took another line, and that was to make an 
allegation of a political nature against him. The priests 
claimed that Jesus had political motives in claiming that he was 


the king of the Jews. Pilate. who tried this case came to the 
He told 
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priests, and the People that he found no fault in Jesus, or his 
sermons. 


Persecutions 


The authorities in Power, started persecution of his follow- 
ers. The first to be arrested was John, the Prophet. When 
Jesus heard about this, he and his followers started their 
journey towards the city of Samaria, because the people there 
had no dealings with the Jews. Many came to see him, and 
hear his sermons, a 

Jesus felt disgusted with the people and thought of migrat- 
ing to some other place. He went to Galilee and many disciples 
followed in his foot-steps. He want to Nazareth to preach, 
and there he met his mother, Mary and his brothers, James 
and Judas. The People of Nazareth made sarcastic remarks 
about him but he declared: 

Verily I say unto you. 

No prophet is accepted in his own country.}°8 
And among his own kin, 

And in his own house’? 


Jesus Christ reminded his disciples that they would be 
Persecuted for Tighteousness. They shall have to separate ae 
their kith and kin. He told them that prophets in the past had- 
been Persecuted, and this may happen again. As such, they 
should be Prepared for sufferings for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. He told them he had not come to destory the sacred 
law, nor was he against any Prophet, who had come before 
him. He had only come to fulfil his mission, and exhort the 
People from breaking any commandment.1% 

Mary Magdalene 


Jesus went to several cities and villages for aig 
During his travels, he was accompanied by his disciples oat 
certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and. 
infirmities. Notable among these women were his mother, and 
Mary Magdalene. Then there were other women like oe 
and Susanna.1* Out of all women, Mary Magdalene naa 
Jesus, and he, in his heart, returned her love.1® According 
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the Jewish law, it wasincumbant for him to marry because 
“an unmarried man could not be a teacher.” But according to 
pledge taken as an Essene, he was required to practice 
celibacy, so as to preserve his vital energy for mental develop- 


ment. The Gospel of philip contains the following information 
on this issue; 


“And the consort of the Saviour is Mary Magdalene and 
he loved her more than all his disciples and used to kiss 
her lips. His disciples said to him, “why do thee love 
her more?” The Savior said to them, “Why do I not 
love thee her?’?1°3 


The members of the Essenes Order prevailed upon Jesus 
to oversome his love for this woman, so that sacred work be 
not retarded. It was very hard for him but he agreed to remain 
dutiful to the service of the Brotherhood. Both Jesus and 
Mary wept bitterly and agreed to part away.1%! May be the 
situation, at that time, was most unfavourable. Herod Antipas 
had let lose a reign of terror on the people. Every day clashes 
occurred between the masses and the Roman soldiers. John 
and his disciples were rotting in jails. Josephus, the contem- 
porary historian has recorded that Herod felt alarmed at the 
Popularity of Join and believed that baptism and preaching 
were the main cause of disturbances in his kingdom,1° 


Contact with the Persecuted 


Jesus maintained a close contact with the persecuted public, 
and those who had been put into prison. John the Prophet 
heard in the prison about the works of Jesus, and sent two of 
his disciples to him.1%* The secret message. ‘‘Art thou he 
that should coms or we look for another.’? meant: ‘Are 
you our deliverer or have we to search for him elsewhere”. 
Jesus told them to go their way and tell John what things 
they had seen and heard.1*7 When the disciples had departed, 
Jesus told the multitude that John was not only a Prophet but 


More than a Prophet, for he had come to prepare the way for 
him,1# 
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The time was one of intense messianic expectation, and 
Jesus for the first time gave a clear indication that John the 
Prophet had come to prepare the way for his advent. All 
those that heard him began to discuss the issue between them- 
selves. While the publicans believed in the declaration of 
Jesus, the Pharisees rejected his claim to be their redeemer, 
Jesus had declared that he was the promised Messiah, and he 
had to perform the role of the Messiah, as ordained by God. 
But the Pharisees wondered as to how the Son of man, who 
eats and drinks could be their redeemer.1°9 


John the Prophet Killed 


From the Bible we learn that John the Prophet imprisoned 
and killed for the sake of Herodias. We also learn from an 
account given by Josephus that Herod Antipas fell in love with 
Herodias, his brother’s wife, in the course of his trip to 
Rome.1”° This lady had a beautiful grown-up daughter, named 
Salome. May be, Herod had an extravagant passion both for 
the mother and the daughter. Salome would sit with Herod 
and please him with her dancing.17?_ It was John the Prophet, 
who had stood in the temple and spoken against Herod, 
saying; : 

Lo, you have lived in sin, 
Your rulers are adulterers, 
Hear, you people of Jerusalem.172 


It is clear that the main cause for the arrest of John the 
Prophet was that he had denounced relations of Herod with 
Herodias and her daughter, Salome. Herod had to face a 
political problem also, for his first wife the daughter of Aretas, 
the king of Arabia. In order to avenge this insult to his 
daughter, Aretas prepared for war and Herod had to defend 
himself.17? Secondly, according to the Jewish traditions,. 
marriage with a sister-in-law or her daughter was forbidden. 

Jobo had been kept as a prisoner in fortress of Macbaerus,. 
which existed on the East side of the Dead Sea. It was 
Herodias and Salome, who demanded beheading of Jobn. 
Herod having agreed sent for an executioner, who teheaded. 
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John the Prophet and brought his head in a charger to be seen 
both by the mother and her daughter.174 


After having procured the execution of John the Prophet, 
Herodias Exclaimed : 


This is the fate of every man who dares to scorn, or critj- 
cise, the acts of him who reigns. 


The head of John the Prophet was thrown away to his disci- 
ples. They took away the corps, and informed Jesus about this. 
tragedy. They carried his cofin to grave-yard near Hebron, 
and buried it.1"° John was beheaded in about 34 A.D. shortly 
before the battle between Herod Antipas and Aretas, 

Jesus departed in a ship for the place, so as to pay aumuage 
to the fallen hero. After the event, he went into a desert, near 
the city of Bethasaida. A great multitude of people followed 
him. When he perceived that these pevple were beat upon 
declaring him as their king, ie ran away towards a mountain. 
All the above would show that the people wanted to throw oif 
the Romans, and wanted to have a leader bold enough to leau 
them. Jesus felt that he could not trust these people, for they 
Were not sincere. He wanted to raise them both spiritually, ang. 
morally. Accordingly, he told them: 


Spend no more time than is necessary, 
worrying about material things. 

When you are busy telling other people - 
what is wrong with them, pause occasionally, 
and take a look at yoursell. 

Try to understand what God wants from you. 
Return good for evil and Jove your enemies. 


Naming of Apostels 


Jesus felt very unhappy at the tragic end of John the Pro- 
phet and left Nazareth, because the people habitating this city 
were unruly, and there was every apprehension of the outbreak 
of violence. 

He moved down to Capernaum, a small town on the shores 
Of the Sea of Galilee. He had two reasons to select tis 
Place, in the first place, he wanted peace of mind, for ho Mad 


ee 
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suffered breavement in losing his fore-runner, and friend in the 
person of John. The sea shore, its calm and cool atmosphere 
would provide soothing environment suitable under such cir. 
cumstances. Secondly, the place, being a sea port had a mixed 
population, progressive in outlook and secular in thinking. His 
message of peace could be well received in the region, and he 
would not be bothered with arguments, and opposition of the 
Pharisees. He travelled in the country side, and spoke in _par- 
ables. One day, he saw two ships standing by the lake. He 
entered into one and sat down. He said: 


I say unto you, 

He that entereth not by door into the sheepfold, 
But climbeth up some other way, 

The same is a thief, 

And a robber. 

But he that entereth in by the door, 

Is the shephered of the sheep. 

To him the porter openeth ; 

And the sheep hear his voice, 

And he calleth his own sheep by name, 
And leadeth them out. 

And when he putteh forth his own sheep, 
He goeth before them, 

And the sheep follow him, 

For they know his voice.* 


Jesus wanted to choose a band of trusted workers to spread 
his message. He went out into a mountain to pray.1”” Possibly 
he had to consult the Essenes. After a night’s stay, he came 
‘back among his disciples, and selected thirteen lieutenants, out 
of which twelve were most trustworthy, loyal and faithful. They 
are: 


1. Simon, who is called Peter. 

2. Andrew, the brother of Simon. 
3. James, the son of Zebedee. 

4. John, the brother of James. 

5. Philip. 

6. Bartholomew. 

Ts 


Thomas, the Publican. 
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8. Matthew, the publican. 
9. James, the son of Alpheus. 
10. Lebbeus, whose surname was Thaddeus. 
11. Simon, the Canaanite. 
12. Judas Iscariot 178 
13. Judas. the brother of James.}79 
In order to camouflage their identity, Jesus surnamed and 
‘nicknamed some of them. Simon was surnamed as Peter, while 
James and John were nicknamed as Boanerges or the sons of 
- thunder.'8° 
It seems that there exists some confusion about the number 
-of disciples, While Judas Iscariot has been mentioned in all the 
‘Gospels, Luke and John have named Judas, the brother of 
James, in addition to Judas Iscariot.1*+ 
Jesus desired of his disciples to remain with him so that he 
might send them forth to preach, and to have power to heal 
‘sickness. They constituted his well-trusted followers and per- 
sonai body-guards. He told them: 
Follow me into the path of true discipleship, 
For this is the path that leads to life. 


They also had boats in case of danger and the boats could 
be utilised for voyage to other lands.1® 

Common people gathered around Jesus Christ and te mixed 
with them freely and lived with them. But the priests had sent 
adverse reports against him to the authorities. They propaga- 
ted that, he was possessed by a devil. They said: ‘this fellow 
hatch Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out 
devils’. . 


‘Go to the last Sheep 


Jesus commanded his apostels to preach among the common 
people rather than among the upper classes. He told them to 
go to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.1** He advised 
them to take nothing for their journey in the shape of 
clothing, food or money, but remain ready always for their 
pedestrian march into different lands.1*4 Every one was directed 
to have a staff, and be shod with sandals.1*° He told them 
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that he was sending them of hazards, and their Position was 
just like sheep in the midst of wolves. He cautioned them that 
they will be caught, and charged with before councils and sy-- 
nagogues. He also cautioned them that as his mission was 
universal his disciples will be brought before governors and 
kings, and put to death. He told them that ‘when they perse- 
cute you in the cities you flee into another.?%* 

As Jesus had himself travelled in far-off lands, he gave full 
guidance, and explained minute details of hazards in long 
journeys. At the same time, elaborate instructions were given. 
and a code of conduct was prescribed for them. Some of the: 
instructions quoted below are an ample proof of the fact that. 
Jesus forewarned them about travel hazards: 

And as ye go, preach, saying, 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Provide neither gold, 

Nor silver, nor brass in your purses ; 

No scrip for your journey, 

Neither two coats, 

Neither shoes, 

Nor yet slaves ; 

For the workman is worthy of his meat.2®7 

And into whatever city or town, 

Ye shall enter, 

Inquire who in it is worthy : 

And these abide till ye go thence ; 

Behold, 

I send you forth as sheep, 

In the midst of wolves : 
Be ye therefore wise as serpents, 
And harmless as doves. 
But when they persecute you, 
In this city, 
Flee ye into another. 
And fear not them which kill the body, 
But are not able to kill the soul.18 


After having given these instructions, he told them : 
Think not, 
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That I am come not to send peace on earth ; 

I am come to send peace, 

But a sword. 

For I am come to set a man, 

At variance against his father. 

And the daughter against his mother. 

And the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law 
And a man’s foe shall be, 

They of his own household.}*° 


The above reveals that Jesus Christ was not happy about 
the conditions prevailing at that time in Palestine. At the: 
moment, when Jesus spoke of the sword, the Jewish people: 
were an occupied nation under the garrison of the imperial 
Rome. It is probable that he was tempted to take up the 
sword against the imperial forces, and attempt to seize all. 
power for the people.1% 


Intelligence Report 


The whole country was in an agitative mood. The people: 
were divided in their opinion about Jesus, and his mission. 
While, the common people had great reverence for him, and. 
admitted him as the Messiah, the rich, and the upper classes. 
Tejected him, and became his enemies. The priests exercised. 
great influence upon the authorities, and they had exhibited 
their enemity towards Jesus in the past also. Now, when some: 
Teports about the popularity of Jesus reached Pontius Pilate ;. 
his advisers, who were mostly priests, cautioned him about the 
upheavel, which was at hand. Jesus was charged with sedition 
for having declared himself as the King of the Jews. Pilate 
Was not a person to tolerate challenge to his authority, and he 
began to think, seriously about Jesus, and his followers. It 
had been reported that Jesus had declared that he had not come’ 
to bring peace but to send sword. As such he became perturb- 
ed, and set his spies to bring him intelligence about the 
activities of Jesus. What he found about Jesus is given in 
his letter written in 32 A.D. to Tiberius Caesar, which is quoted 
below. 
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‘A young man appeared in Galilee and, in the name 2 
God who sent him, preached a new law, humility. At 
first | thought that his intension was to stir up a revolt 
among the people against the Romans. 


My suspicions were soon dispelled. Jesus of Nazareth 
spoke more as a friend of the Romans then as a friend of 
the Jews. 
‘One day I observed a young man among a group of people 
leaning against the trunk of a tree, and speaking quietly 
to the crowd that surrounded him. They told me that 
he was Jesus. This was obvious because of the great 
difference between him and those around him. His fair 
hair and beard gave hima divine appearance. He was 
about thirty years old and never before had I seen such a 
pleasant, kind face. What a vast difference there was 
‘between him, with bis fair complexion, and those wearing 
black beards who were listening to him, as I did not 
want to disturb him, I went on my way, telling my 
secretary, however, to join the group and listen. 
“Tater my secretary told me that he had never read in 
the works of the philosophers anything that could be 
compared with the teachings of Jesus, and that he was 
neither leading the people astray not an agitator. That 
is why he decided to protect him. He was free to act, 
to talk, and to call a gathering of the people. This 
unlimited liberty provoked the Jews, who were indignant: 
it did not upset the poor but it irritated the rich and 
powerful. 
“Later I wrote a letter to Jesus asking for an interview 
at the Forum, He come. When the Nazarene appeare 
I was transfixed. My feet seemed fettered with jrod 
chains to the marble floor I was trembling all over 48 a 
guilty person would, although he was calm. 
Without moving I appraised this exceptional man for 
some time. There was nothing unpleasant about his 
appearance or character. In his presence I felt 4 
profound respect for him. : 
I told him that he had an aura around him and bis pe 


wa a 


The Son of God 10r 


sonality had an infectious simplicity that set him above 
the present day philosophers and masters. He made a 
deep impression on all of us, owing to his pleasant 
manner, simplicity, humility and love. 

“These, worthy sovereign, are the deeds that concern. 
Jesus of Nazareth, and I have taken time to inform you 
in detail about this affair’’. 

After having selected his apostles, Jesus Christ appointed 
other seventy also, and sent them in group of two and two, into: 
other cities and places. He expected to visit all these in near 
future.1" He assigned different duties for his apostles, and for 
his seventy disciples. The following are the commands for the 
apostles. 


Go not into the way of the Gentiles. 

And into and city of the Samaritans, 

Enter ye not: 

But go rather to the lost sheep, 

Of the House of Israel. 

And as ye go, 

Preach saying: 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

After having commanded the apostles to carry out his 

instructions, he fixed the following mission for the seventy 
disciples: 


Go your ways: 

Behold, 

I send you forth as lambs among wolves. 

Carry neither purse, 

Nor scrip, 

Nor hoes 

And salute no man by the way. 

And into whatsoever house ye enter, 

First say. 

Peace be to this house,1°4 

Jesus Christ spoke about the kingdom of God, and the 

kingdom of heaven, which embodies the same idea. The nature 
of the kingdom as a spiritual society is clearly indicated in his 
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teachings. It is neither synonymous with the Jewish theocracy, 
nor with an earthly empire.1®° The kingdom of God is Within 
us, he declared to his disciples, and through them to the 
humanity. 
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Ministry and Crucifixion 


I am the Way, and the Truth and the Life. 
—John 


Capernaum, now known as Kefar Nahum, stood on the 
highway linking the lands beyond Jordan with the Mediter- 
Tanean and was the hub of busy life of the lakeside during the 
ministry of Jesus. It is a city of fishermen, who were the first 


course of his ministry, this city remained the main centre of his 
mission. He would go to many towns and villages for preach- 
ing, but would always return to Capernaum.! Andrew, John 
and James would Prevail on Jesus and his mother to rest by the 
Sea in Peter’s home. Once when he had gone there, the news 


Jesus taught the People many lessons as he walked with the. 
beside the lake.2 They brought unto him all sick people and 
those which were Possessed with devils. He healed them all, 
and thus his fame went throughout all Syria.? 

The Gospels do not Provide us with information according 
to the chronological order, about the ministry of Jesus. Hence, 
we cannot be sure about the Sequence of events leading to his. 
crucifixion. However, we can Say that his ministry began in 
about 34 A.D. Subsequently, Jesus went to Jerusalem, on the 
Occasion when the Jews were to observe the Feast of Passover. 
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‘Finding Jesus among them, they conspired to kill him. There 
-were arguments between him and the priests. He declared: 


My doctrine is not mine, 

But his that sent me. 

If any man will do his will, 

He shall know of the doctrine, 

Whether it be of God, 

Or whether I speak of myself. 

He that speaketh of himself, 

Seeketh his own glory; 

But he that secketh his glory that sent him, 

The same is true. 

And no unrighteousness is in him, 

Did not the Moses give you the Law, 

And yet none of you keep the Law? 

Why go ye about to kill me.” 
The question arises as to why did he go to Jerusalem to declare 
that his mission was ‘not to destroy but to fulfil the Mosaic 
Law. The answer would be quite clear, when we admit 
that Jerusalem, the holy city, had been the spiritual as well as 
temporal headquarters of the nation. 

Secondly, the occasion coincided with the Feast of Passover 
as well as, the Feast of Tabernacles, in which the Jews from 
all villages, and cities of the region would participate. The 
place as well as the occasion, both were suitable for an impor- 
tant declaration, which Jesus wanted to make to the multitude. 
He had also been requested by his brethren to declare his 
mission at this important occasion. 

After he declared his mission, the Pharisees, the Sanhedrin 
along with their chief priests opposed him. 


‘Sermon on the Mount 


One day, as the crowds were gathering, he went into a 
Mountain with his disciples and taught. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit. 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they that mourn; 
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For they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are they which to hunger. 
For they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are the meek; 

And thirst after righteousness; 

For they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful. 

For they shall obtained mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: 

For they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: 

For they shall be called: 

The children of God. 

Blessed are they: 

Which are persecuted for righteousness’s sake; 
For theirs is the kingdom of God.5 


Tense Atmosphere 


The sermons of Jesus had created a furoar among the 
people, who surrounded him, and sought his blessings. They 
ran after him, and struggled to touch his feet. To them he was. 
the Messiah, destined to deliver them from misery, misrule 
and suppression. The whole atmosphere became tense. There 
also occurred a demonstration against the Romans, and Pilate 
ordered general stabbings of the masses. Some people went to- 
Jesus tocomplain against the astrocities of Pilate. He told 
them to repent so as to save themselves from utter destruction. 
In order to achieve their ulterior Motives, they started a pro- 
paganda that Jesus was anti-Moses, who saiited to destroy the 
ne ia the Prophets. They even engaged assassins to kill 

im. Jesus was reviled and persecuted, Many lies were 
spread about him and his disciples, [py order to clear these 
misgivings, one day Jesus declared to the audience not to 
misunderstand him, for he had not Come to cancel or destroy 
the law of Moses. He assured them that every law in the 
scriptures will continue till its Purpose is auiteyea He told 
them that the Pharisees and their Priests wanted to mislead. 
them. While explaining his position he declared: | 
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Under the laws of Moses the rule was, if you kill you 
must die. But I have added to that rule, and tell you 
that if youare only angry evenin your own home, you 
are in danger of judgement. If you call your friend an 
idiot, you arein danger of being brought before the 
court. And if you curse him, you are in danger of the 
fires of hell. 
So if you are standing before the altar in the temple, 
offering a sacrifice to God, and suddenly remember that 
a friend has something against you, leave your sacrifice 
there beside the alter and go and apologise and be recon- 
ciled to him, and thencome and offer your sacrifice to 
God Thelaw of Moses said, you shall not commit 
adultery. But I say; whosoever even looks at a women 
with lust in his eye has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. 
Again the law of Moses says, you shall not break your 
vows to God, but must fulfil them all, But [ say; Don’t 
make any vows. 
The law of Moses says, if a man gouges out another’s 
eye he must pay with his own eye. But I say; Do not resist 
violence, if you are slapped on one cheek turn the other 
too. If you are ordered to court and your shirt is taken 
from you, give your coat too. if the military demand that 
you carry their gear for a mile, carry it two. Give to those 
who ask, and do not turn away from those who want to 
borrow. 
There isa saying, “Love your friends aad hate your 
enemies’. ButI say: love your enemies, and pray for 
those who persecute you. In that way you will be acting 
as true sons of your Father in heaven. For he gives his 
sunlight to both the evil and the good, and sends rain on 
the just and on the unjust too. If you love only those 
who love you, what good is that. Even scoundrels do 
that much. If you are friendly only to your friend, how 
are you different from any one else? Even the brethren 
’ do that.’ 


Jesus had explained his position in clear terms, but the priests. 
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challenged his authority. He denounced them, and they became 
his enemies. . ; 

Jesus went to Galilee, fearing that the Jews might kill him.® 
From that place he departed into the coasts of Tyre and 
Sidon.’ He felt unhappy about these people and their dog- 
matic thinking. He felt restless, and again thought of going 
to Galilee. He went up into a mountain, and sat down there 
in meditation. These ungrateful people had made his life 
miserable. He took a ship, and came into the coasts of 
Magdala, but the Pharisees shadowed him there also. They 
desired of him to prove his credentials as a prophet, and asked 
him to show a divine sign. He sighed and felt sorry for these 
wicked people. 


Consort of Jesus Christ 


During his wandering Jesus entered into a village known 
as Bethany, on far side of the Mount of Oloves near Jerusalem. 
There lived a family consisting of Martha, her sister Mary and 
their brother Lazarus. One of the Pharisees, invited him to 
his house. His name is given as Simon the Leper.1° The 
woman, who was a sinner, brought an alabaster box of 
ointment, and stood at his feet weeping. She began to 
wash his feet with her tears, and did wipe them with hairs of 
her head. She kissed his feet, and anointed them with the 
ointment.11 Jesus felt much moved and showed much affection 
for her. According to the rules of the Eassene Order, Jesus 
had taken a vow not to take unto himself a wife. But Mary, 
the sister of Lazarus loved him and he too in his heart, returned 
her love. He proved gloriously his virtue by refusing to adopt 
a family life. He was sent of God, chosen by Almighty, 
beloved of all, and inspired both in teaching, and in the know- 
ledge of nature and its elements.” 

Jesus left the multitudes and went with his disciples up to 
Mary Magdalene’s home. Martha and other ladies engaged 
themselves to prepare food for the master and others but Mary 

stayed with Jesus. When all sat about to dine, Jesus said. 


“My little flock, fear not; it is gour Father’s will that you 
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shall rule the kingdom of the soul. A ruler in the house 
of God is the servant of the Lord, and man cannot serve 
God except by serving mankind. A servant in the house 
of God cannot be servant in the house of wealth; nor in 
the synagogue of sense. If you are tied to lands, or 
bonds, or wealth of earth; for where your treasures are 
there are your hearts. Dispose of all your wealth, dis- 
tribute it among the poor, and put your trust in God, 
and you nor yours will ever come to want. This is a test 
of faith, and God will not accept the service of faithless 
one, The time is ripe; your Master comes upon the 
clouds; the eastern sky is glowing with his presence now. 
Put on reception robes; gird up your loins; trim up your 
lamps and fill them well with oil, and be prepared to meet 
your Lord; when you are ready, he will come. Thrice 
blessed are the servants who are ready to receive their 
Lord.” 


‘The Gospel of John informs us that Jesus loved both the 
sisters of Lazarus and would often stay in their house. 

Cana is a small village near Nazareth. The Gospel of John 
has given an interesting account of a marriage party at Cana 
without mentioning the names of the bride and the bridegroom. 
Not only is Jesus present at Cana but also his mother, his 
brothers and his disciples. The servants present at the func- 
tion, obey orders of Jesus and his mother, indicating that they 
are hosts. For the guests, Jesus procures 600 litres of good 
wine. Weare inclined to believe that this function was 4 
spiritual convention summoned by Jesus, which also served as 
his marriage function with Mary Magdalene. If the marriage 
would not have been his own, there was 00 necessity for him or 
his mother to procure wine for the guests.1> We have earlier 
hinted to the love affair between the two and their separation 
under the rules of the Essenes Order. Altbough they discarded 
-a husband and wife relationship, they continued to live and 
travel jointly. However, Mary Magdalene continued to behave 
as the consort of Jesus. In the Gospel of Mary, Simon addres- 
Ses her: 


Sister, we know that the Saviour loved you more than the 
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rest of women. Tell us the words of the Master, which 
you know but we do not.16 


The Gospel of Philip throws further light on their relationship. 
in this statement: 


Mary Magdalene being the spouse of the Saviour, he 

loved her more than all the disciples. He used to kiss. 

her often on her lips.1” 
In the Hindu mythology, every God has a consort, which 
represents his creative energy or power and is termed as shakti. 
These wives of the Gods are declared to be the source and sup- 
port of all things. Both represent the active and passive pole 
of universal manifestation. As such their sexual union, which 
is termed as mythuna, is symbolic. When we speak of Mary 
Magdalene as the chief consort of Jesus, we are using tuindu- 
tantric terminology. 

It appears that among the women, Mary of, Bethany, Mary 
Magdalene, and even Martha took deep, loving, and personal 
interest in the affairs of Jesus. Theseladies loved him, and 
served as his beloveds. Ashe had taken a vow not to marry, 
he refused to take them as his wives. At the most, they were 
his consorts, and out of them, Mary Magdalene remained faith- 
ful to himto thelast. The Gospel of Philip informs us that 
Mary Magdalene was Jesus’s consort.1® 

Now, before his participation in the passion week, he 
entered the house of Martha who received him well. both she 
and her sister Mary sat at the feet of Jesus.1? Martha com- 
plained that Mary leaves her alone and does not help her. 
He said unto her: . 


Martha, Martha, 

Thou are careful and troubled about many things, 
But one thing is needful; 

And Mary hath chosen that good part, 

Which shall not be taken away from her.2° 


As they sat about the board, a courtesan came uninvited tO 
the feast. She came to Jesus, kissed his feet and her tears fell 
fast. She dried them with her hair and anointed his feet with 
‘balm. Simon did not like a sinner to touch Jesus and thought 
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that Jesus was not a prophet.*? Jesus understood the feeling. 
of Simon and said: 

Seeth thou this woman ? 

[entered into thine house, 

Thou gavest me no water for my feet; 

But she hath washed my feet with tears, 

And wiped them with the hairs of her head, 

Thou gavest me no kiss; 

But this woman, 

Since the time I came in, 

Hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 

My head with oil thou didst not anoint; 

But this woman, 

Hath anointed my feet with ointment, 

Wherefore I say unto thee, 

Her sins, 

Which are many, 

Are forgiven; 

For she loved much; 

But to whom little is forgiven, 

The same loveth little.** 
Jesus told Simon that sin isa monster of iniquity, it may be 
small or it may be large. One person leads a life of sin and 
when he repents, he is redeemed. But, another person, — 
who is in a careless mood, forgets the things that ought to be 
done to reform oneself. When a_ sinner seeks forgiveness, he 
finds it. Then Jesus said to the courtesan: 

Your sins are all forgiven; 

Your faith has saved you.** 

Lazarus passed away after a brief sickness. Jesus along- 
With his disciples went to consol Martha and Mary Magdalene. 
Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, 
Went and met him; but Mary sat still in the house. She 
'mplored of Jesus to give life to her dead brother but he cons- 
he, her saying that Lazarus will rise again. Then he called 
es Mary and she came to him. She fell down at his feet and 
rT Pt. When Jesus saw her weeping, tears came to his eyes.. 

hen Mary said to Jesus. 
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Lord, if thou hadst been here, 
my brother would not have died. 


After having said thus, she started wailing and seeing her, al] 
the Jews started weeping. Jesus felt sad and looked towards 
the heaven. He asked them to remove the stone of the sepul- 
chre, where they had put Lazarus. Jesus lifted his eyes towards 
heaven and said: 
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 
And I know that thou hearest me always. 
After saying this, Jesus called for Lazarus, who came out of 
the grave and stood alive before the multitude. Then many 
of the Jews which came to Mary Magdalene, and had seem the 
miracle, believed in Jesus.24 
As time passed, many women, who possessed wealth became 
his devotees and implored Jesus to heal them. Mary Magda- 
lene, who was obsessed by spirits had been healed earlier by 
Jesus. Now, Susanna, who owned an estate at Caesarea— 
Philippi, Jeanna, wife of Chuza, and Rachel, who lived on the 
coast of Tyre, imalored that Jesus and his disciples preach and 
heal others.25 


Transfiguration 
Now, Jesus wanted to b 


and chalk out his futur 
Message from one of his 


¢ alone to think over the past events 
€ programme. He had received a 
ot devotees that there were many dangers 
is life, and he should leave that place. Accordingly, he 
Son, ee et the territory of Herod and reached Casearea 
hi sah P!, which existed in the territory of Philip. One day, when 
1S disciples were with him, he declared that he will built bis 
church. He enquired of them as to what rumours were afloat 
about him, among the people, 

When they told him that the masses believed that he was 
their redeemer, he told them not to reveal his identity to any 
one.** His disciples got confused, and one of them named, 
Peter began to rebuke him. Jesus got enraged and told him 
that he was an offence to him,?? They began to discuss as to 

what they should do under the circumstances, Should they 
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run away from danger or take his side? Jesus thought of his 
disciples, and the sufferings, which were in store for them. He 
also thought of the authorities at Jerusalem, which were bent 
upon killing him in the name of God. He told his disciples: 

If any man will come after me, 

Let him deny himself, 

And take up his cross, 

And follow me. 

For whosoever will save his life, 

Shall lose it: 

And whosoever will lose his life, 

For my sake; 

Shall find it.*8 

He assured them that the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels. The above would clearly 
reveal that Jesus assured his disciples that the angels would 
help him, and they should not feel afraid of any danger. His 
assurance had tke desired effect, and none of his disciples 
left him. 
Now, after six days, Jesus took Peter and others up unto 

a high mountain and showed them a miracle. He meditated and 
he was transfigured before their very eyes.°® His raiment 
became shining, exceedingly white as snow, and it was difficult 
to recognise him. Two men came and talked with him.*° His. 
disciples became afraid but he told them not to fear. These 
two men, who had came to meet him talked about the trial of 
Jesus.*1 Peter suggested of making a tabernacle for him, at 
the top of this mountain, but Jesus told him not to feel 
afraid.*? Now, Peter had suggested that it was good for all of 
them to stay in the high mountain, and prepare hiding places 
for Jesus and his disciples it is probable that they might have 
Prepared such hiding dens, to be used in emergency. It is 
significant that at the time of transfiguration, Jesus prays, his 
countenance is altered, and his raiment becomes white. Then 
come the two men, and he seems talking with them. Then a 
cloud overshadows them, and a voice is heard: 

This is my beloved Son; 

Hear him.** 
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According to Matthew, Jesus transfigured before his disci- 
ples, and his face did shine as the sun. He then talked with 
Moses and Elijah. While they were talking, a bright cloud 
.overshadowed them, and a voice was heard; 


This is my beloved Son, 
In whom I am well pleased; 
Hear ye Him.** 


Three facts emerge out of the above incident of trans- 
figuration: 


a) Jesus Christ had the power to change his count- 
enance. 

b) He had the power to call gods, angels and prophets. 

c) He could make them disappear in clouds. 


Transfiguration is a Tantric feat, practised in Tibet. Let 
it be recorded that I have myself witnessed alteration of count- 
enance practised by a Tibetan lady saint, named Chomo Ji, at 
Leh, Ladakh. Calling of spirits or soul is a common _ practice 
with mandicants in Kashmir and other hilly regions in the 
Himalayas. Disappearance is a Yogic feat or a Tantric mani- 
festation, recorded by travellers into Tibet. Hundreds of such 
incidents have been recorded as miracles of saints, ascetics, 
mendicants, and fakirs in the Bast. We would not rule out 
the possibility of transfiguration because Jesus had already 
acquired such powers during bis early travels in the East. 


Who were the two men, who came, and talked with him, 
on the top of the mount ? They have been named as Elijah and 
Moses, who appeared in glory, and talked with Jesus. Moses, 
as we know gave Israel their first laws, and during his last 
days departed in search of the site, where he was ordered by 
‘God to die. Elijah, the Prophet came from the desert across 
Jordan, and having defeated the false gods, disappeared in the 
wilderness, after having handed over his cloak to Elisha. Both 
Moses and Elijah had died centuries ago, and there was 00 
teason for them to meet Jesus. It may have been a vision for 
his disciples, who saw the scene, for they were asleep at the 

moment. At such, they named the two men as Moses and 
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Elijah. The other view is that both these men were the Essene 
saints, with whom, Jesus used to have maditating exercises 
-whenever he went into wilderness or into the mountains. 

It is also significant that at the time of crucifixion, he calls 
these two men for help, terming them as glorious and praise- 
‘worthy. It is also strange that these very two men, take him 
away from the sepulchre. Thus one thing is clear that these 
two men have always been his protecters. Were they angels 
.of God, or we:e they the Essene saints, will be dealt with sub- 
‘sequently. It will suffice to say here that both these men were 
the Essenes, who were friends of Jesus and had come to meet 
him and prepare for his safety and survival. 


-Confrontation 


Jesus Christ departed for Galilee again in secret and reached 
‘Capernaum.*® 
He took a decision and decided to go to Jerusalem, and 
-openly face the heretics. Then he reached his ancestral house. 
His brothers who were very much perturbed, asked him to go 
into Judea, and declare his mission openly to the people. They 
told him that if he was so great, he must prove it to the 
world.** He sent his messengers, in advance, to see the reac- 
tion of the people in the villages, on the way to Jerusalem. 
When his disciples found that the people were hostile, James 
-and John asked for his permission to burn these villages but he 
rebuked them and sent them to other villages.*” He deputed 
his seventy disciples ahead in groups to all the places, he 
‘intended to visit later.°® 
The Jews had received information about his movements 
and they sought him in Jerusalem. He came into the coasts 
-of Judea from the other side of Jordan. This fact is import- 
ant; for the shortest way to Jordan passes through the valley of 
Qumran, Since his childhood, Jesus had established contacts 
‘with the Essenes living there, and he would, occasionally go 
to the hills to see them. This time also he went to them; may 
be for further consultations, and advice. 


Jerusalem 


Jesus went beyond Jordan and reached the territory of 
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Herod. Some one advised him to leave the place so as to. 
save his life. But, he told them that it cannot be, that a pro- 
phet will perish out of Jerusalem.*° 

In the mean-while, Judas had betrayed him and conveyed 
his secret to the priests. He had informed them that Jesus. 
had assumed the role of the promised Messiah, and wanted to- 
be the king of the Jews. This was the time when Jews from 
all parts of Palestine would come to Jerusalem to celebrate the: 
feast. Jesus predicted the fate of Jerusalem in these verses: 


O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

Thou that killest the Prophets, 

And stonest them, 

Which are sent unto thee, 

How often would I have gathered. 

Thy children together, 

Even as.a hen gathered, ; 
Her chicken under her wings, 

And ye would not; 

Behold, 

Your house is left unto you desolute.‘° 


Council 


Fearing that Jesus was planning a revolt against them, at: 
the coming Passover, the priests convened a Council, under 
the chairmanship of Caiaphas, the high priest. They said: 

What do we? 
For this man doeth many miracles. 
If we let him thus alone, 
All men will believe on him; 
And the Romans shall come 
And take away, 
Both our place and nation.41 
Hence, 


» Nicodemus came before the Pharisees and 
illegal to sentence a man. 
fused to admit his plea.* 
ke an end of Jesus, the less- 
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conservatives were well disposed towards him. The priests 
had decided to take Jesus by subtilty and kill him. But they 
feared that they could not do it, lest there be an uproar among: 
the people who were devoted to Jesus.*? 


Ephraim 


Jesus received information about the decision taken at the 
Council through Nicodemus. Therefore, he decided to take: 
certain precautions In the first place he stoped walking 
openly among the Jews.’? Now Jesus did not remain in 
Bethany but in the hills of Ephraim, upon the borders of 
Samaria. He and his disciples found a home and abode there 
for many days. 


Capernaum 
1 
Jesus now departed for Galilee and at Capernaum, he was 
asked to pay annual tribute of one half shekel. He questioned: 


Of whom do the king of this earth, 
Take custom or tribute? 

Of their own children, 

Or of strangers?’® 

Thinking that he should not offend the tribute collectors, 
he asked his disciples to make payment of the tribute money 
under protest. His disciples had again started quarelling among. 
themselves as to who was the greatest among them. 

When he asked them as to what they disputed among them- 
selves, they kept quite. He sat down and told them that all 
his disciples were equal, and if any one among them desired 
to attain the first position, he shall be last of all and servant 
of all.s¢ 


Jericho 


Many people who were or their way to Jerusalem to par- 
ticipate in the national festival, came to pay their homage to 
Jesus, and most of them were from Galilee. At the number 
of devotees increased, Jesus Christ decided to move on to 
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Jericho. He stayed at the house of Zaccheus, who was the 
chief among the publicans. Jesus felt happy to see his chivalry 
and blessed him saying: 


This day is salvation come to this house.*7 


‘Triumphal Entry 


From Jericho, Jesus Christ alongwith his disciples and 
devotees proceeded towards Bethphage and Bethany, at the 
Tmount called the mount of Glives. An ass was brought by his 
two disciples, who casted their garments on the animal.’® He 
Mounted the ass and some of the disciples were given the 
honour of grasping the bridle. Then ‘the whole procession 
moved towards the Temple. The people spread their clothes 
in the way, and the crowds raised slogans: 

Blessed by the King, 

That cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Peace in heaven, 

And glory in the highest." 

Some of the people took branches of palm trees and went 

forth to greet him and cried: 

Hosanna; 

Blessed is the King of Israel, 

That cometh in the name of the Lord,*” 

The crowds slogans and when some of the Pharisees req- 

uested Jesus to stop them, he said: 

If these should hold their peace, 

The stones would immediately cry out,51 


The procession moved on, and he rode into Jerusalem on 
Sunday, and entered the Temple in the evening,** 


Destruction of the Temple 


His entry into the Temple at Jerusalem proved to be event- 
ful. He found that those who sold oxen, sheep and doves 
were sitting there. He also found the usurers were changing 


money before the alter,53 Seeing all this, he became enraged 
saying: 
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My house is the house of prayer: 
But ye have made it a den of thieves.5* 


After this, all turned up into a riot. He and his disciples 
-overthrew the tables, poured out the usurers and drove out the 
merchants alongwith their animals. The Pharisees questioned 
his tight to do all these things but he told them: 

Destroy this temple, 
And in three days, 


I will raise it up.©° 
He told them tbat he was not bound to tell them as to under 


whose authority he was doing all these things. And when he 
.departed from the Temple, he told his disciples: 

Verily I say unto you, 

There shall not be left here, 

One stone upon another, 

That shall not be thrown down.*° 

When his disciples asked him privately, when shall it 

happen; he told them to be cautious of the imposter in his 
name, and not be troubled, when they hear of wars. All this 
would show that after the riot, Jesus anticipated further 
trouble. In the evening Jesus and his disciples went again to 
Bethany.*” 


Betrayal 


Since that day Jesus Christ taught daily in the Temple, and 
the devotees heard him with reverence. As he was always 
‘surrounded by his bodyguards, and disciples, the priests could 
not killhim. As such they purchased one of his disciples, 
namely Judas Iscariot, who promised to betray him.* The 
traitor told them that the betrayal would be accomplished in 
the absence of the multitude when Jesus would be alone. 
The priests tried another stratagem, and that was to put 
him in a quandary, by asking his opinion on vague and tricky 
questions. Their scheme failed, and| now they depended on 
Judas only. 


Prayer in the Garden 


One day, late in the evening, Jesus Christ came fout of the 
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Temple and went into the garden of Gethsemane. His disciples 
followed him. On that occasionhe was extremely sad, and. 
gloomy. He kneeled down and prayed: 

Abba, Father, 

All things are possible unto thee; 

Take away this cup from me; 

Nevertheless, 

Not what I will, 

But what thou wilt.°9 

While he made this moving prayer, he felt agony, and his. 

Sweat was as it were drops of blood falling down to the 
ground. As he implored to God, an angel from heaven ap- 
peared before him, Strengthening him. It is evident that his 
Prayer had been heard, and he was assured of all help from 
God. Jesus had earnestly asked for deliverance from enemies, 
and it is utterly unbelievable that such an earnest prayer from 


the Son of God should go unanswered. He had to live long, 
for it was already predicted: 


And hereafter; 

Twelve mightly ones shall come forth, 

And Jesus the Messiah, 

Shall come of Thy seed of a virgin; 

Whose name is Miriam, 

And God shall abide upon him, 

Till a hundred years be fulfilled .6° 
Arrest 


The priests and elders 
Jesus, and Judas Iscariot 


semane. It was night, and they were holding lanterns, torches,. 
and weapons in their hands. Ag soon°1 as Judas Iscariot. 


deputed a band of soldiers to arrest 


T can not now Pray to my Father, 
And he shall Presently give me, 


More than twelve legious of ange]s,°2 
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He asked the multitude as to why they had come with 
swords and staves to take him as if he was a thief. If it was 
‘so, then they could have taken him, when he was daily teach- 
ing in the Temple.®* The above narrative given hy Matthew 
and Mark clearly shows that Jesus was quite confident that no 
harm could be done to him as God was with him, and would 
provide help at the time of need. At that -very moment, a 
youngman arrived at the scene to inform Jesus but it was too 
late. They tried to catch him also but he ran away, leaving 
his linen cloth on the ground. 


Before the Council 


Leaving the Lord alone, his apostels and other disciples 
ran away. The soldiers laid hold on Jesus Christ, and led him 
to the Council Caiaphas sat there with his priests and 
other elders. Some among the crowd, made false accusations 
against Jesus saying that he boasted of destroying the temple of 
God and rebuilding it in three days.°4 Then the chief priest 
asked him: 

Thou tell us whether thou be the Christ? 


Jesus replied : Thou hast said so: If I tell you, ye will not 
believe. Joseph ben Caiaphas had been appointed chief priest 
by the Roman procurator Valerius Gratus, who remained in 
office from 18 to 36 A.D. He was the person who gave counsel 
to the Jews.®* 

As soon as he heard Jesus, he cried that Jesus had been 
guilty of blasphemy and deserved to be killed. After taking 
this decision, they took him to castle of Antonia before the 
Governor. 


Pontius Pilate 


Having brought the prisoner, before Pontius Pilate, they 
began to accuse him of inciting people against the established 
government. They also said tbat he claimed to be the king of 
the Jews. When Pilate asked him as to whether he was the 
king of the Jews, he replied 

Thou sayest.®© 
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Pilate marvelled, for Jesus did not refute accusations of the 
riests. Then Pilate told the priests that he found no fault 
wi Jesus. The priests and the Jews became fierce and all 
of them began to make wild charges against Jesus and dem- 
anded his death. But Pilate refused to oblige them. He 
himself had earlier informed the authorities that Jesus was. 
neither leading the people astray, nor was an agitator, and he 
spoke more as a friend of the Romans than asa friend of the 
Jews.®® Pilate was ina fix; on the one hand, he wanted to set 
Jesus free but on the other hand he did not like to antagonise 
the priests, who could approach the higher authorities. After 
much thinking, he thought of a stratagem and that was to 
carry out the wish of the Jews, and at the same time, try to 
save Jesus. How he achieved his aim, will be discussed in sub- 
sequent pages. He ordered that as Jesus belonged to Galilee, 
his case be heard by Herod.°* 


Verdict 


Herod had heard a lot about Jesus and was eager to see 
him perform a miracle. The priests, and other stated their 
accusations against Jesus. They informed him that Jesus Christ 
had proclaimed himself as the king of the Jews and asked 
people not to pay taxes. 

He was accused of leading a revolt against the Romans. 
Jesus was asked maby questions but he Temained silent. The 
chief priests and scribes Continued accusing Jesus but Herod 
did not care and sent him back to Pilate.%0 

When Jesus was brought again before Pilate, he told the 
chief priests that after examining, he had found no fault in 
him. He told them that even Herod could not find any thing 
against Jesus. He informed them of his intention to release 
him.” But the Jews warned him: 

If thou let this man go, 

Thou are not Caesar’s friend; 

Whosoever maketh himself a king, 

Speaks against Caesar.72 
Pilate was in a fix; for he coul 


Pi d not afford to jeopardise his 
position and status. He felt afr. 


aid of the Jews, who could 
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complaint against him before Caesar and get him demoted.” 
As it was a feast, and he had the authority to release a pri- 
soner, he asked the Jews as to whom, among Jesus and. 
Barabbas, he would release. They asked him to release Bara- 
bbas and demanded that Jesus be crucified. In the meanwhile,. 
his wife also approached him and implored him to do no harm 
to Jesus Christ. He again questioned them saying, what evil 
has he done, they all cried; crucify him. He had to surrender 
before the chief priests and the mob. He took water, and. 
washed his hand before them and declared: 


1 am innocent cf the blood of this just person; 
See ye to it.”! 


While the devotees of the Lord and the Essenes held coun- 
cils with Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, the Governor 
of Judea, announced the verdict. 


Death Warrant 


While excavating in the ancient city of Aquila, in the king- 
dom of Naples, a copper plate was found in an antique marbel 
vase. It was discovered by the Commissioner of Arts in the 
French Army. Written originally in Hebrew, it was translated 
into French and it came to light that it was the death warrant 
of Jesus Christ. It is reproduced below: 


In the year seventeen of the Emperor Tiberius Caesar, 
and the 27th day of March, in the city of holy Jerusalem: 
Annas and Caiaphas being priests; 
Sacrificators of the people of God; 
Pontius Pilate, the Governor of Lower Galilee; 
Sitting in the presidential “chair of praetory, condemns 
Jesus of Nazareth to die on the cross between two 
thieves, the great and notorious evidence of the people: 
Saying: 

(a) Jesus is a seducer. 

(b) He is seditious. 

(c) He is the enemy of the law. 

(d) He calls himself falsely the Son of God. 

(e) He calls himself falsely the King of Jsrael. 
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(f) He entered into the Temple, followed by a 
multitude, bearing palm branches in their 
hands. 


‘Orders the first Centurion, Quilius Cornelius, to lead him to the 
place of execution; 

Forbids any person whomsoever, either poor or rich, to 
oppose the death of Jesus. 

The witness who have signed the condemnation of Jesus 
are: 
Daniel Robani, a Pharisee. 
Joannus Robani. 
Raphael Robani 
. Capet, a citiaen. 

Jesus shall go out of the city of Jerusalem by the gate of 
Struenus.*® 


Pw 


‘The Crucifixion 


Jesus was taken ina procession alongwith the two thieves 

to Golgotha, the place of execution.** He was followed by a 
great company of people, and of women, which also bewailed 
and lamented him.”? They compelled Simon, a Cyrenisn to 
carry the cross meant for Jesus.”* Having arrived at the barren 
mountain ridge, Gileon, they halted because Jesus fell to the 
ground due to exhaustion.” Meanwhile the Roman soldiers 
selected the place for erection of the crosses. Turning towards 
the bewailing women, Jesus said: 

Daughters of Jerusalem. 

Weep not for me. 

But weep for yourselves, 

And for your children. 

For, 

Behold; 

The days are comming; 

In the which they shall say; 

Blessed are the barren, 

And the wombs that never bare, 

And the paps which never gave suck.®° 
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In order to prove their sympathy with the sufferers by giving 
a drink that made them unconscious, the soldiers offered the 
drink, made from sour wine mind with wormwood, to Jesus. 
Ashe did not wish to die for his faith and the truth asa 
drunkard, he refused to drink it.2. The Gospels differ on the 
drink offered to Jesus at this moment. 

According to Matthew, they gave him vinegar to drink mingled 
with gall but he refused to drink after having tasted it.® 
According to Mark, they gave him to drink wine mingled with 
myrrh but he received it not. 

At the request of the servants of Sanhedrim, the cross 
designed for Jesus was placed in the middle, between those for 
the two thieves. His cross was designed differently from the 
others. For, while the crosses were constructed in such a 
manner that the perpendicular beam did not reach above the 
crose’beam, the cross meant for him was of a different form; 
the perpendicular beam reached far above the cross beam. In 
front of the cross, a short stake was placed so that he may 
rest there while being tied.** Why a special type of cross and 
stake was prepared for Jesus is a mystery and may be that its 
construction may have a special purpose! May be it was desi- 
gned to save ‘his precious life which was 80 dear to poor 
artisans, most of whom belonged to the Essenes. There is a 
controversy about the exact time, when Jesus was put on the 
cross. According to John, it was about the sixth hour when 
Jesus was handed over to the priests for crucifixion.®® Since 
the place of execution; Golgothia lay within a narrow compass, 
it would have taken nearly an hour to reach the place. OD 
this assumption, I feel that Jesus was put on the cross at 1 p-T- 
He was lifted up and placed ona short stake in front of his 
cross, so that he may rest there while being tied. They tied 
his arms and legs with strong cords. 

The peculiar atrocity of crucifixion 
did not die instantly but continued in this misery for two 
days and even longer. The victim was fixed to the cross 
with ropes or nails through the hands or the feet. On the 
vertical beam there was often a small support attached called a 
sedile, on which the victim sat as on a saddle. It was possible 


was that the victim 
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for the victim to ease his misery, from time to time, by support- 
ing himself on this seat. The cross for Jesus was a special one, 
for besides the sedile, it had also a similar seat for his feet. 
The bleeding from the hands and feet soon stopped and could 
not be fatal. From medical point of view, the blood pressure 
of the victim would drop and the pulse rate would increase 
due to disturbance of blood circulation inthe body. Due to 
the insufficient blood circulation to the brain, the victims 
would suffer pains in the head and the heart, resulting in 
orthostatic collapse. The original idea behind this type of 
punishment was not to directly kill him but to expose him to 
this agony for many days. Ultimately, the death would come 
due to exhaustion and hunger. 


When the torture of the crucified man was finally to be 
brought to an end, the crurifragium was proceeded with: 
his legs were broken below the knee with blows froma 
club. That meant that he could no longer ease his 
weight on the footrests and heart failure quickly follo- 
wed.5° 


Jesus suffered quietly, directing his gaze to the sky. Then 
he said: Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 
Whereas Jesus was consumed with thirst, a soldier put a sponge 
dipped in vinegar, on a long cane of hyssop, and from this 
Jesus quenched his thirst.*’ It was customary with the Jewish 
women to prepare a kind of anaesthetic drink for those who 
were to be crucified. It was considered a pious act and the 
real object was to blunt the susceptibility of pain among the 
victims.°® Wine mixed with myrrh was given to Jesus to lessen 
the pain. 

When it was the sixth hour, there was darkness all over the 
earth, and it continued upto the ninth hour.®® It means that 
Jesus had remained on the cross }for 3 hours. When darkness 
descended on the earth the people started returning to their 
homes. Only his relatives including his mother, Mary Magda- 
lene and some of his disciples remained on Golgotha. His 
friends from the Fssene Brotherhood has assembled in the 
nearby worshipping centre. A soldier, who was noble and 
compassionate permitted John to conduct Mary, the mother 
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of Jesus close to the cross. From the Dead Sea was observed 
to rise a thick, reddish fog. The mountain ridges shook 
violently and the head of Jesus sank down upon his breast.” 
At ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice: 

Elo-i, Elo-i, Lama sabach-thani.” 
Matthew has given the above cry as: 

Eli, Eli, Lama-sabach-thani.* 
Luke and John have not mentioned the above sentence. 
According to Luke, he cried in a loud saying: Father into thy 
hands I commend my spirit.°* According to John, he said; it 
is finished.°" Jesus had spoken in Aramaic and the people felt 
bewildered. Since the day of crucifixion, the above sentence 
had created a confusion, due to the reason that most of the 
commentators of the Bible have interpreted it to mean; 

My God, my God: Why hast thou forsaken me? In 
fact, God had not forsaken him because Jesus Christ in the 
sermon on the Mount had declared: 

Ask and it shall be given you, 

Seek, and ye shall find, 

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

For every one that asketh receiveth, 

For every one that seeketh findeth, 

And to him that knocketh it shall be opened.°® 
In fact he had already: 

Abba. 

Father. 

All things are possible unto thee; 

Take away this cup from me; 

Nevertheless, not I will, 

But what thou will®® 
In view of the above, it is certain that his Prayer could not 
remain unanswered and unaccepted, Jesus was in deep medita- 
tion at that moment, and his prayer was heard and an angel 
of God visited him at that very time, strengthening him.” It ue 
astrange logic to say that God forsake him and he cried in 
anguish: 

Oh God, Oh God, Why have you forsakenme? 
Jesus had received the word of God because Jesus had himself 
Said: 
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Father, 

I thank thee, 

That thou hast heared me, 

And I know that thou hearest me, 

Always.*® 
He had already declared that God heard him always and gran- 
ted his prayres. The same devine will happened this time also, 
when he cried. 


interpretation 


As stated earlier, the so called cry on the cross has been 
interpreted differently in the first two Gospels. According to 
Matthew, the last words of Jesus Christ were: 

Eli, Eli, Lama sabachthani ? 
According to Mark, the words were: 

Elo-i, Elo-i, Lama sabachthani ? 
But, in earler editions of the New Testament, these were given 
as under: 

Eli, Eli, Lamah shavahbhtani! 


A question arises as to why the words have been changed by 
the Gospel compilers from time to time. It may be pointed 
out, at the outset that the words; Eli, Eli, Lamah shavabhtani, 
in the original Hebrew mean: 

God, God, how thou hast glorified me! 
The verb shavabh means to bring peace, to glorify and to 
soothe.*° 

Eli, Eli, Lamah azavtani ? 
Then it would mean: 

Fli, Eli, why hast thou forsaken me ? 


These words have been borrowed from tbe Psalms, and the 
passage being of utmost importance and full of significance 
needs to be reproduced here to show that the truth has been 
-concealed by the compilers of the Gospels. 

My God, why hast thou foresaken me ? 

Be not far from me; 

For the trouble is near; 

For there is none to help, 

But be not thou far from me, 
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O Lord: 

O my strenth, 

Haste thee to help me. 

For the kingdom is the Lord’s.*° 


The question arises as to whether the correct rendering is 
Lamah or Limah, because that would change the whole mean- 
ing of these words. Li stands for affirmative, while Za stands 
for negative. As such the above words when translated into 
English would mean: 

My God, thou hast not foresaken me! 


Keeping the above in view, Jesus Christ may have cried: 
My God, my God, thou hast not foresaken me. 


There is another point of significance, which cannot be igno- 
red. I have already hinted that the Psalms may be the actual 
words of Jesus Christ. Can we explain as to who was the 
person, who was crucified here? Who was the personality, 
whose hands and feet were pierced? In order to explain the 
issue, let me quote from the Psalms: 


Why art thou so far from helping me, 
And from the words of my roaring ? 
Our fathers trusted in thee; 

They trusted, 

And thou didst deliver them, 

They cried unto thee, 

And were delivered; 

They trusted in thee, 

And were not confounded.2*4 


The above makes it clear that the person, crying has full hope 
that his implorations will be rewarded by his deliverence. 
Then he speaks of his life as under: 


But thou art he that took me out of the womb. 
Thou didst make me hope, 

When I was upon my mother’s breasts. 

Be not from me: 

For trouble is near; 

For these is none to help.” 
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The person again seeks help from God, and he relates the 
actual facts as under; 


For dogs have compassed me; 

The assembly of the wicked have enclosed me; 
They pierced my hands, 

And my feet. 

I may tell all my bones; 

They look and stare upon me. 

They part my garments among them, 


And cast lots upon my venture.1™ 


A pertinent question can be asked as to who is the person, 
whose garments are being parted? Who is this personality, 
whose hands and feet have been pierced ? 

It will be seen from the above that either the whole act of 
crucifixion had been foretold centuries age or the above Psalms 
may be the actual cry of anguish by Jesus Christ. There is a 
definite statement on his part that the wicked have encircled 
him and they have pierced his hands and feet. This cry cannot 
be of any personality other than Jesus Christ himself. He 
further implores: 


Deliver my soul from the sword; 
Save me from the lion’s mouth; 
For thou hast heard me. 

I will declare thy name 

Unto my brethren; 

In the midst of congregations: 
Will I praise thee.1°* 


A minute examination of those verses would show that 
Jesus implored God to save him. He tells God that it is he, 
who took him out of the womb, and made him a hope for 
nations. He implores that he is in trouble, and there is none 
to help him. He further says that the wicked have enclosed 
him and pierced his hands and feet. They have distributed his 
garments among them. He further says that his strength is 
dried up and all his bones are out of joint. He further imp- 
lores God not to remain away from him and hast up to help 
him, and deliver him. and save him, so that he could declare 
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his name in the congregations. God onhis part gives him a 
vow that: ‘your heart shall live for ever’. 


‘Sumerian Version 


The Sumerian rendering would make it as: E-la-uia, Ela- 
uia, Li-mas-ba (la) g-ants, which translated would mean “No- 
God except God, thou glorious and praised one sent forth”. 
It is interesting to note that the following oath is taken at the 
time of conversion to Islam: ‘There is no God save God and 
Mohamad is sent forth by God”. In Atabic, Mohamad means 
praised one or glorious. 19° 

The word, Eloi of Eli has been interpreted differently by 
various scholars. It has also been aserted that this word 
Means the prophet or the saint, which was to come after the 
Lord, and as such, it does not mean God.1°* This world was 
also used by Krishna, during the war between the Kauravas 
and the Pandawas, when he cried: Elia, Elia.” This word was 
found inscribed on a metal plate near Jerusalem, by the 
British Brigade, during the first World War.1°° Another plate, 
said to be on the Noah’s ark was found in Central Asia. bear- 
ing words in Aramaic, including this, alongwith the words of 
Mahamad and his family.1°? Buddha also recited the word; 
Elia, in his prayers at the time, he was opposed by his people.1?° 


The Kingdom of God 


Jesus Christ was the only begotten Son of God, and as 
‘such could never be left to the mercy of human beings. His 
mission was to show as to how human beings could live i 
order to please God. Accordingly, the hand of God came 
into action and a hissing sound was heard in the air. The 
People were seized by a great fear thinking that the evil spirits 
Were proceeding to punish them.111 Soon the mountain began 
to shake and the walls of the temple gave way untill the veil 
of the temple was rent in twain from top to 2 sana gine 
graves were opened and many bodies of the saints which slept 
‘arose and came out of the graves. The Jews regarded all this 
@8 extremely supernatural, and the Roman centurion came 
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forward to comfort Mary, the mother of Jesus. There were 
other women, at the spot, including Mary Magdalene, and the 
mother of Zebedee’s children. Mark tells us that Mary the 
mother of James the Jess, and of Joses and Salome also stood 
far off looking at the cross. Many people smote their chests 
and departed but some devotees of Jesus Christ did not move, 
The Essenes remained at the spot, for they knew the cause of 
this phenomenon of nature. 


Friends and Foe 


A study of the Gospels reveals that among the enemies, 
which stood near the site of crucifixion, the prominent were: 
(1) The priests. 
(2) The soldiers. 


Among the friends, and devotees of Jesus Christ, the follow- 
ing may be mentioned: 
(1) Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
(2) His mother’s sister 
(3) Mary, the wife of Cleophas. 
(4) Mary Magdalene.112 
(5) Joseph of Arimathes.113 
(6) Mary, the mother of James. 
(7) Salome. 
(8) Other women.114 
(9) Mother of Zabedee’s children 11° 
(10) Disciples and devotees 
(11) The Essenes of Golgotha.11° 


Joseph of Arimathea 


Joseph was a rich man of Arimathea, ana was also & 
devoted disciple of Jesus. He is also spoken of as an honoura- 
ble counsellor, who also waited for the kingdom of God. He is 
also said to be a goodman, and a just, who had opposed the 
verdict. He being a disciple of the Lord, had secret consul- 
tations with Pilate, so that he might take away the body of 

Jesus. As hardly a few hours had elapsed since Jesus was put 


Ministry and Crucifixion 137 


on the stake, he wondered if he were already dead. He called 
one of the guards for equiry, who told him that Jesus was 
already dead. Then Pilate commanded the body to be deli- 
yered to Joseph. Both he, and Nicodemus rushed to the 
scene.t!? While Joseph brought fine linen with him.1° Nico- 
demus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes about a hundred 
pound weight.1!° He was a Pharisee, known as the ruler of 
the Jews. He believed that Jesus Christ had come from God, 
and also used to meet the Lord in the darkness of night.1°° 
Both he and Joseph belonged to the Essenes Order.¥*4 

The Essene were the great healers of the ancient world. 
They investigated uses of herbs, plants and minerals. They 
knew the art of preparing anointing oils, which when rubed 
on the body, could produce stange psychological effect of self 
omnipotence. They knew the secret herb, which when mixed 
with ointments and spices, could impart life, and rebirth even 
to the dead. The Lord himself was a great healer, and be had 
taught his disciples to heal the sick. He had himself learot 
yoga and practised the healing craft. The Essene had kept all 
first and material, and otber herbs ready at hand to save 
Jesus. 1°? 


Blood and Water 


As soon as the priests heard that Joseph had been per- 
mitted to take away the body of Jesus, they went to Pilate and 
be sought that as the victims should not remain upon the stakes 
on the Sabbath, their legs be broken.2*? 

Then came the soldiers, brought by the priests for breaking 
the legs of the victims. They broke away the legs of the first, 
and of the other but when they came to Jesus, they felt that he 
was already dead. As such, they break not his legs.?* But 
one of the soldiers pierced his side and forthwith came there 
out blood and water.1** Jesus Christ was stabbed on the right 
side by a spear pointed unwards which could not reach heart. 

It appears that the Lord was in a state of coma at that 
time.l25 It is also a probable that he only feigned death by 
putting himself into a cataleptic trance. The existence of blood 
and water, still in the body of Jesus Christ would prove oD 
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4,medical grounds, that he was'alive at the time when Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus, the ruler of the Pharisees arrived 
at the spot. 


The Essene Version 


The letter sent by an Essene to their bretbren is very 
interesting and informs us about their part in saving the life of 
Jesus Christ. Its summary is reproduced here: 

Dear Brethern, 

Two of our brethern, influential and experienced did 
use all their influence with Pilate and the Jewish council 
in behalf of Jesus, but their efforts were frustrated in that 
Jesus himself requested that he might be permitted to 
suffer death for his faith, 

Joseph, from Arimathea, and his friend, Nicodemus 
who belonged to our Order, prevailed upon Pilate to 
permit them to take Jesus’ body from the cross that very 
night, and put it in the sepulchre, hewn in the rock, 
belonging to Joseph. The Jews had obtained orders 
regarding breaking away of the bones of the crucified, 
so that may be buried. As the Centurion was 
friendly, he ordered his soldiers not to break the bones 
of Jesus, for he was dead. To be more sure of it, one 
of the soldiers stuck his spear into the body in such 

manner that it passed over the hip, and into the side. 
The body showed no Convulsions, and this was taken as 
a sure sign that he was actually dead. The Centurion 
hurriedly went away to make his report to Pilate. But 
from the insignificant would flowed blood and water and 
at which our hope revived. 
After this, they hurried to the cross, and according to 
the prescription of the medical art, they slowly untied 
his bonds, drew the spikes out from his hands, and with 
great care laid himon the ground. The body was then 
Jaid in the sepulchre,127 


Concept of Time 


Jesus Christ remained on the cross from sixth hour to the 
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ninth hour. The basic unit of computing time, in old times, 
was a day, which among the Jews was counted from sunset. It 
js evident that the day and night was composed of 8 watches of 
about 3 hours each, so that day and night had 24 hours. The 
6th hour in the day would come to about 12 noon and 9 hour 
would come to about 3 p.m. The Sabbath started at sunset on 
Friday and terminated at sunset on Saturday. The Jews had 
to remember this day and keep it holy.2® It was observed on 
the seventh day of the week. Similarly, the seventh month and 
the seventh year had also a special Sabbath. It was ordered 
that the believers should worship before the Lord was in the 
Sabbath, and in the new moons.1?°. It was not lawful to keep 
bodies on the cross on Sabbath.1* Thus it is clear that Jesus 
was put on the cross at 1 p.m. and was removed from it at 
3 p.m. 4 


The Hindu Version 


An ancient Hindu sutra, known as Natha-namavali, which 
is preserved among the Natha Yogis, has given different 
version about the resurrection of Jesus Christ, whom they 
name as Isha Natha. 

“Isha Natha came to India at the age of fourteen. 
this he returned to his own country and began his preach- 
ing. Soon however, his brutish and materialistic coun 
trymen canspired against him and had him crucified. 
After the crucifixion, or perhaps even before it, Isha 
Natha entered samadhi, or a profound trance, by means 
of Yoga. Seeing him thus, the Jews presumed he was 
dead and buried him in atomb. At that very moment, 
however, one of his gurus, OF teachers, the great chek 
Natha, happened to be in profound meditation, 10 the 
lower reaches of the Himalayas, and he saw in a vision 
the tortures which Isha Natha was undergoing. He there 
fore made his body lighter than air and passed over “ 
the land of Israel. The day of his arrival was Lanes 
with thunder and lightning, for the gods were angry Wit 

the Jews and the whole world trembled. When Chetan 
Natha arrived, he took the body of Isha Natha from the 


After 
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tomb and woke him from his samadhi, and later led him 
Off or the sacred Jand of the Aryans. Isha Natha then 
established an ashram in the lower regions of the Himal- 
ayas, and he established the cult of the Lingam and the 
Yori there’’.151 
The Natha Yogis have some songs containing references to 
Jobn the Baptist. This legend about Jesus in the Hindu sutras 
in worth of serious consideration. We find a prallel legend 
in another work in Sanskrit on the ancient history of Kashmir. 
There, the author mentions Isana instead of Chetan Natha. 
This legend will be dicussed later,1°2 


First Aid 


They took Jesus Christ down from the cross and wrapped 
his body in a clean linen cloth. This linen was pasted with 
spices. They laid him a new sepulchre, which existed in the 
garden, near the site of crucifixion. 

The women also accompanied them to the sepulchre. 
Nicodemus had brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes with 
him.’*? The other devotees Prepared spices and ointments for 
the Lord.** Nicodemus Spread strong spices and healing 
salves on long pieces of byssus, which he had brought. He also 
spread balsam in both the nail-pierced hands of Jesus Christ.1*° 
The myrrh and aloe was teduced to powder and inserted bet- 
ween the bandages, which were wound, fold upon fold.154 

In these medica] Operations, they were helped by the 
Essenes. This pious sect was fully instructed in the healing 
virtues of medicinal plants, roots and stones.18” At midnight, 
Nicodemus and other devotees fourd that etus was breath- 
ing." As the place was not safe, he was taken out of the 
Sepulchre to some other safer place. 


Medical Relief 


The hight priest antic 
and the Gilileans, Tegardi 
thought that Pilate and 
Aceordingly he sent his 5 
of Jesus Christ. An Esse 


ipated secret Plans between Joseph 
ng saving the life of Jesus. He also 
Joseph were plotting against the Jews. 
Pies to enquire about the secret friends: 
ne, diessed in the white rote, obscured 
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by the morning mist descended from the mountain, and pulled 
the stone of the sepulchre. The guards and the spies © 
seized with a great fear and fied away, spreading the Presi 
that an angel had driven away the stone. In the mean iia, 
Essenes, ted by Joseph and Nicodemus, arrived at the press 
They saw the white robed Essene supporting the head of . . 
revived Jesus on his breast. Then Joseph embraced the Ase 
_with tears in his eyes. When Jesus recognised his friend, he 
asked. Where am J? They gave him soms bread dipped in ans 
and he felt greatly refreshed. He became conscious of Hd 
wounds but the balsam, which Nicodemus had spread upon them 
had a soothing effect. After the byssus wrappings had been taken 
off and the muckender was removed from his head, Jesus was 
removed to a house belonging to an Essene. Before departure: 
they annihilated every trace of the byssus wrapping, the mech 
cines and the drugs used. Jesus was kept in concealment for 
his safety’s sake. After his recovery, he was clothed in white 
robes of a gardener. Nicodemus again tied up his wounds, 
gave him a medical draught and advised him to rest himself 
in quite. But he said: 
I fear not death, 
For I have fulfilled it; 
And the enemies shall acknowledge, 
That God has saved me; 
And wills not that I die eternally. 
After that Jesus Christ went forth upon his journey. As 
it was cold, the Essenes gave him a warm mantle in which he 


wrapped himself. 
Ointment of Jesus 


The famous Marham-i-Issa or the Ointment of Jesus, which 
cured his wounds, has been mentioned in many medical treatises 
such as, Canon of Avicenna, Sharh-i-Qanun, Hawi-Kabir by 
Rhazes, Liber Regius by Haly Abbas, Hesagps of Jarjani.1”° 
This ointment is also known as the Ointment of Twelve, due 
to reason that Jesus had twelve disciples. According to Avic- 
enna, this balm has miraculous powers of healing wounds.1t 
It can eliminate puss end replace worn-out flesh.1 It is 
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effective to cure wounds and provides fresh flesh to fill up 
cavities. It is helpful in circulating blood and removal of 
numbness.1"3 The Ointment of Jesus contatins: 


1. White Wax. 

2. Gum Gugal also known as Balsamo Dendron Mukul. 
3. Plumbi Oxidum. 
4. Myrrb. 

5. Galbanum. 
6. Aristoelchia Longa. 
7. Subacetate of Copper. 
8. Gum Ammonicum. 
9. Rasin Pinuslongifolia. 
10. Olibanum. 

11. Rasin. 

12. Olive Oil 


It requires to be mentioned that in al] Arabic and Fersian 
works, the ointment has been mentioned under the caption of 
Sheliakh, Salieka, Zaliekha, which may mean the Ointment of 
the Prophets or the Ointment of Twelve.144 


Another Version 


Many treatises have been written on the question of physi- 
cal death of otherwise survival of Jesus Christ. Dr. William 
Stroud published his researches from London in the year 1887. 
Prior to him the issue was medically examined by Dr. Nagels 
Bibelubersetzung, in 1881 and later the issue was taken up by 
Dr. O Streffe who complied his desertation under the title: 
Physiologische Unmoglichkeit des Todes Christi am Kreuze, 


which was published from Bonn in 1912. The Life of Christ 
re-printed by Stockton-Dot 


: y Press, California, gives the follow- 
ing version: 
Master Yessu, 


although maltreated beyond the term of 
brutal, wounde: 


d with uery great loss of blood, enough to 
Cause death to any ordinary being, and though having 
suffered physically, mentally, and spiritually, the agony 
and bloody sweat of aSon of God unrecognized by his 
people, recovered more rapidly than his best friends had 
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expected, and once down from the cross and his wounds 
given the necessary attention, it became only a question 
of nature doing the rest. His inner circle friends had 
determined to save him at any cost, and their knowledge 
and understanding of the higher sciences obtained from 
him, were now to be brought to a test. Thus, as soon as 
the body had been taken down from the crossit was 
interned in the private sepulchre, and after the stone door 
had been carefully sealed, the Master’s friends entered 
the secret passageway leading thereto. Here, they set 
to wotk atonce. When he was taken from the cross they 
knew that he was not dead but merely in an unconscious 
condition, superinduced by the opiate which had been so 
ingeniously administered, for under the cover of night 
they had determined to doa desperate act had not the 
arrival of the Imperial edict made matters much more 
favourable for them. 
Once the body was brought tothe sepulchre and away 
from public gaze, Joseph of Arimathea, jNicodemus, 
Mathaeli and others set to work to do all within their 
power to revive their beloved Master. It was nearly 
midnight when the body of their Lord had been sufficien- 
tly revived to warrant his removal to the house of 
Joseph.14* 
In the Gospels there is no mention of the washing of the 
wounded body of Jesus but there is no doubt that it was anoin- 
ted with herbs and balms and then wrapped. As Jesus was 
still alive at the time he was wrapped, his sweat did produce 
an imprint on the cloth. At the same time, the ointment used 
for healing wounds also had a chemical effect on the shroud, 
As time passed on his energy returned, his body became warm 
and this left a permanent image. It not only carried the scourge 
marks but also depicts the flow of blood, especially from the 
spear wound. According to Professor Giovanni Bstista, the 
body that was wrapped up in this shroud was a person having 
AB positive blood-group.1* As is known to anthropologists 
Jesus belonged, broadlly speaking, to the Caucasoid stock and 
Principally to the Mediterranean race. Basically, his blood- 


' group should be A but as he lived towards the East of the 
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Mediterranean, the incidence of B is possible in varying 
frequency. 
The Tomb 


We know very little ahout the tomb, in which the body of 
Jesus was laid by his friends. At his same time, it can not be 
denied that he was to be buried according to the Jewish 
custom. Incase of important individuals, the body was laid 
ona shelf within a rock-cut tomb. After de-composition, the 
bones would be collected and stored in a wooden or stone 
chest, to make room for other dead members of the family. It 
is not-worthy that placing of bones ina casket isa Buddhist 
custom of preserving the relice of the Boddhisattava. The tomb 
for Jesus Christ was hewn out ofa rock.14* This tomb was 
new one, wherein was never man yet laid.1*?_ The tomb existed 
in a garden, close to the city of Golgotha. 

Though the tombs of the same period have been found in 
Jerusalem, the tombs cut into rocks have not been found. So 
is the case with the tomb, which was prepared for Jesus Christ 
by Joseph of Arimathea. Iiis recorded that Constantine the 
Great, ordered cutting away of the rocks for building a basi- 
lica, in about 326A. Uptill now, the archaeologists have 
failed to find any relics or remains of Jesus, which proves that 
we have to find his grave elsewhere. The Freemason Society 
in Germany has got hold of aslab engraved by the Essenes. 
In it, they have mentioned that Jesus did not die on the cross 
but was saved due to circumstances, Firstly, hz remained at 
the cross for hardly a few hours and secondly, he was properly 
nursed by the Essenes. It were they who protected him and 
than took him away out of the reach of the Jews. At the same 
time, the existence of the Essenes in India cannot be doubted 
because we have such type of an Order, known as “Sanyasis”> 
who are mendicants but well-versed in herbs and ailments. 
This slab which is kept concealed by the above Society is out 
of the reach of the Church,}48 


Edessa 


Ezad ascended the throne of Adiabene in 36 A.D. He was 
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contemporary of Abgar Ukkama of Edessa. It is necessary 
to mention that Abgar was an Aryan and his kingdom carried 
regular trade with India. In fact Edessa was and Important trade 
centre on the route between Babylon and Spasinou Charax.1°° 
One of Abgar’s servants, named Ananias had seen Jesus per- 
forming miracles. After his return to his home country, he 
gave full information about Jesus to Abgar, who was suffering 
from arthritis and black leprosy. At first he decided to sum- 
mon Jesus to his court and get cured of illness. But news 
reached him that the Jews were murmuring against Jesus 
and wanted to harm him. As such, Abgar Ukkama decided 
to senda letter to Jesus requesting to be cured of illness. 
Unfortunately, Jesus had already been crucified when Ananias 
reached Jerusalem. He met Thomos, who gave him, the cloth 
which had wrapped the body of Jesus, when laid in the tomb. 
Ananias hid this cloth in his bag and returned to Edessa 
alongwith Andreas. He handed over this sacred cloth to 
Abgar who was cured of his illness and disease.1°* During 
the period there was an important Jewish community at 
Edessa. But it was due to Abgar Ukkama that he spread 
Christianity in his realm and many of the Jews accepted 
the doctrines. Itis for this reason that the early Christian 
bishops carried Jewish names. 
The Holy Shroud . 
The cloth, which covered the body of Jesus in the tomb, is 
now preserved in the cathedral at Turin, Italy. Itis 4 metres 


and 35 centimetres long and 1 meter and 10 centimetres broad. 


It carries the image of the face and the body of Jesus, in perfect 


anatomical! proportion, giving the heightof the body as 1 metre 
and 62 centimetres. There are blood stains and blots on the 
shroud, located exactly on the head, hands and right side of the 
chest, It was carried to Edessa in 30 A.D. It was discovered again 
in 525 A.D., hidden in a niche. In 639 A.D. it was preserved 
in the Cathedral of Hagia Sophia. After that it 1s rene ai 
by the Maslims, who hand it over to Abrabam, the aoe 
Samossata in 944 A.D. It is taken to Cozstantinop e 
preserved there, in the Cathedral of Hagia Sophia. Temas seen 
by Abu Nasr Yahya, an Arab Christian writer in the se 
1058 A.D. It was also seen by the French crusader, Robe 
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de Clari in Constantinople in 1203 A.D. We hear about its 
disappearance next year at the time, when Constantinople is 
sacked by the crusaders. It find its refuge in France and is 
exposed for the first time sn the presence of the royal family 
of the House of Savoy.** It is now permanently preserved in 
the Royal Chapel of Turin. 

In 1898, a first attempt was made to photograph it but this 
attempt failed. However, the photographer, Secondo Pia 
succeeded in his second attempt. He founda “‘lifelike’’ image 
visible in the negative. In 1931 A.D. the negative image was 
revealed yet more clearly in-the photographs by Giuseppe 
enrie... The shroud was shown to the members of the special 
scientific commission ii June, 1969, and the first scientific 
research conference started its work on it in March 1977.1%° 

Scientific tests conducted so far reveal as under: 


(a) The antiquity of the linen is confirmed through its 
herring-bone weave, a kind fashicnable in the first 
century A.D. 

(b) The image on the shroud is three-dimensional rather 

' than flatand as such is not the work of human 
hands. 

(c) The pollen on the linen of the type found in Pales- 
tine during the first century A.D. 

(d) The blots and stains on the linen show the presence 
of myrrh, the ointment used on the wound marks 
of Jesus Christ. 

(e) One nail was struck at the crossed feet, between the 
second and third toes and no bone was damaged. 

(f) Both the hands were nailed above the fleshy ride of 
the palms. 

(g) Spear thrust was aimed between the fifth and the 
sixth rib, about six inches from the mesial line, in aD 
upward angle from the heart. 

(h) Positive photos of the facial features show Jesus to 
be of Jewish origin, with Jong nose, long hair and 
beard.?* 

The Holy Shroud was lately put to further scientific tests by 
a team of 27 scientists of U.S.A., which had been assigned the 
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difficult task of examining as to whether the shroud was a real 
ora fake coffin. After minute micro analytical and radio- 
carbon testing the scientists have come to the conclusion that 
the Shroud is the same coffin, in which the body of Jesus 
Christ was wrapped after crucifixion.1°5 


Disappearance 


Very early in the morning, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James and Salome came to the site of the sepulchre. 
They had brought sweet spices with them, so that they might 
anoint Jesus Christ. There were other devotees with them.?*° 
They saw the stone of the sepulchre had rolled away.’ An 
angel sat upon it, whose countenance was like lighting and his 
raiment white as snow.!** They saw a young man sitting on 
the right side, clothed ina long white garment.1° As they 
were much perplexed, two men stood by them, who said unto 
them: 

Why seek ye 

The living among the dead? 
He is not here, 

But is risen; 

Remember: 

How he spake unto you: 
When he was yet in Galilee, 
Saying: 

The Son of man, 

Must be delivered, 

Unto the hands of sinful men, 
And he crucified 

And the third day, 

Rise agnin.1°° 

The youngman, who was clothed ina long white garment 
told them not to feel frightened, but go and tell his disciples 
that Jesus has gone before them to Galilee and they can see 
him there.1%1 Accordingly, they departed quickly from the 
Sepulchre with fear and great joy. They ran to bring disciples, 
£0 to Galilee and see him.’ But as they were afraid of the 
Pharisees, they kept the whole incident as secret. They did not 
inform any one about it.1°? But Mary Magdalene could not 
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keep the secret and she ran to Simon Peter and other disciples, 
whom Jesus loved. She told them that they had taken away 
the Lord out of the sepulcbre.?®4 

Hearing it, Peter ran into the sepulchre and looked around 
in the room. He saw the linen clothes laid on the floor,185 
He also saw the napkin that was about his head, not lying 
with the clothes but in another corner of the room.1% He 


departed wondering in himself at the strange incident, which 
had occurred.1°” 


The Resurrection 


The Gospel of Peter, which was written in 150 A.D., has 
Provided authentic details about the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, which is reproduced here: 

Now in the night whereon the Lords’ day dawned, as the 
soldiers were keeping guard two by two in every watch, 
there came a great sound in the heaven, and they saw 
the heavens opened and the two men descend thence, 
shining with a great light, and drawing near unto the 
sepulchre. And that stone which had been set on the 
door, rolled away of itself and went back to the side, and 
the sepulchre was opened and both the youngmen entered 
in. When therefore those soldiers saw that, they waked 
up the centurion and the elders; and while they were yet 
telling them the things which they had seen, they saw 
again three men came out of the sepulchre, and two of 
them sustaining the one, and a cross following after them. 
And of the two they saw their heads reached unto heaven, 


but of him that was led by them, that it overpassed the 
heavens.16 

The above passage from the ap 

the two men shining with a 

But after some time, 


Ocryphal Gospel reveals that 
great light entered the sepulchre. 
instead of two, three men came out, the 
two sustaining the third. It is not a strange coincidence that 
at the time of transfiguration, Jesus was seen talkin g to the two 


Men, and here gain, he is being taken out of the sepulchre by 
the two men, clothed in white garments.!® Thus it is clear 
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that it were Joseph and Nicodemus, who met Jesus on the 
mount, at the time of transfiguration, and it were they, who 
again came to thesepulchre at night, and took him away to: 
safety. 

The news spread into the city, and the priests heard all the 
details. They held a council, and gave large money to the 
soldiers telling them that they should inform the governor that 
Jesus Christ had been stolen away by his disciples.1’° In the 
meanwhile Jesus went into solitude, after having a last look of 
the land from the summit of a mountain. On the advise of 
Joseph of Arimathea, he had agreed to live with the Essenes.1’1 
Walk to Emmaus 


Jesus the went to a village called Emmaus, where two 
villagers met him. One of them, whose name was Cleopas 
asked the Lord as to, had he not heart that Jesus of Nazareth 
was condemned to death, and crucified by the priests. He said 
unto them: 


O fools, 

And slow of heart, 

To believe all that; 

The prophets have spoken: 
Ought not Christ 

To have suffered these things, 
And to enter into his glory.1” 

As they drew near the village, Jesus was ina hurry and 
wanted to go further. But the villagers constrained him and 
invited him for dinner. He accepted their hospitality. 

And it come to pass 

As he sat at meat with them, 

He took bread, 

And blessed it, 

And brake, 

And gave to them.1”° ; 

The above shows that Jesus after having his meals, which 
consisted of meat and bread proceeded further and went into 
the country.!74 
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Meeting with the Disciples 


After the crucifixion, the disciples of Jesus due to fear, had 
gathered themselves ina house with doors shut. They had 
heard evidence about the Lord having appeared at several 


places. While they were absorbed in discussions, Jesus Christ 
came to them aad said unto them: 


Peace be unto you.1% 


The disciples felt terrified, fearing that it was the spirit of 

the Lord speaking to them. But he told them: 

Why are ye troubled; 

And why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 

Behold my hands and my feet, 

That it is I myself; 

Handel me, 

And see; 

For a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 

As ye see me have. 

And when he had thus spoken; 

He showed them his hands, 

and his feet. 

And while they yet believed not for joy, 

And wondered, 

He said unto them, 

Have ye here any meat, 

And they gave him, 

A piece of a boilded fish. 

And of a honeycomb, 

And he took it. 

And did eat before them.176 

After having spoken with 

Doilded fish and hone 
lands. 


his disciples and after having 
ycomb, Jesus Christ departed, to other 


Unbelievers 


It is a strange coincidence that those who believe in the 
holy scriptures, at the same time believe partly or have no 
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faith in certain portions of the Bible. Some are of opinion 
that the facts given in the Gospels about the later events after 
crucifixion are only bullicinations, and no credit could be given 
to these accounts. If whatever is written about the Lord in 
the Gospels is incredible, then it would be better to wash off 
our hands, and declare openly that the Gospels are upauthentic. 
There were people even during the life time of the Lord, who 
did not believe in having seen Jesus Christ. One such was 
Thomas, who did not believe that Jesus Christ was alive, and 
had eaten food. At the moment, when Thomas was in the 
company of the apostles, Jesus Christ came and told him; 


Reach hither thy finger, 
And tehold my hands, 
And reach hither thy hand 
And thrust it into my side, 
And be not faithless, 

But believing.” 

Lately, some Christians, whose sincerity cannot be doubted 
have questioned the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ. For 
centuries, the Christians were told that Jesus had died for their 
sins on the cross, As such, they doubted the physical resur- 
rection from the dead untill they subscribed to the survival of 
Jesus from crucifixion. It must be admitted that Jesus Christ 
was created for a special role within the divine purpose. 

Had Jesus merely taught for one year and then died on the 
cross, it is not difficult to think that his teachings would have 
lasted for a fortnight. But God willed that he should be saved 
so that his mission could be made permanent. His physical 
resurrection may be termed as a miracle, but it must be recog- 
nised that many a miracles in the world mythologies have been 
established by scientific inquiries as true. There is no reason 
to disbelieved that Jesus was not seen alive physically by his 
‘disciples and devotees, and he ate and drank with them. 


Sea of Tiberias 


Another incident, where Jesus Christ met his seven disciples 
at the sea of Tiberias has been recorded in the Gospels. 
He showed himself to them when the disciples had gone there 
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for fishing. They went forth and entered into a ship. In the 
moring they saw the Lord standing on the shore. He told them. 
to bring the fish which they had caught, and dine with him.178 
So when they had dined, Jesus said: 

Feed my sheep.179 

Go ye into all the world, 

And preach the Gospel, 

To every creature.1®° 

Jesus led the them out as far as to Bethany, and after lifting. 
up his hands blessed them. After this, he parted away from 
his disciples.18! 

If Jesus was dead, there was no need for him to eat fish. 
with his disciples, because the dead to not dine! If he was 
dead, there was no need for him to give instructions to his 
disciples, for he had already instructed them in the way of 
God! If he was not alive, there was no occasion to raise his 
hands up, and bless them? Such and other questions when 
answered logically testify to the physical resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. On the testimony. of the above naratives, supported. 
by the oriental sources, it would be clear in the subsequent 


It can not be denied that Jesus had designated himself as 
the Son of God, and had Pledged his whole person behind the 
truth of his proclamation. It is also a fact that the central con- 
tent of his proclamation was not himself but the Kingdom of 
God. His word was the word of God and there is no’ reason 
to doubt the sincerity of his words. Jesus Christ has expressed 
very clearly his mission and his work, and the apostles have 


tried their best to record his words. What does he say about 
his second coming? 


While imparting special 


ing uuissionary work, he told them about the dangers they had 
to face. He further to] 
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But when they persecute you in this city, 

Flee ye into another; 

For verily I say unto you, 

Ye shall have not gone over the cities of Israel, 
Till the Son of man be come.}** 


The above prediction made by Jesus Christ is an important 
proof of his second coming. At another place, Jesus predicted 
the overthrow of Jerusalem and his second coming to test the 
faithfulness of his disciples. He clearly tells them that he 
would come again during their life time, along with angels. 
The event of his coming is not to occur in future but within 
the lifetime of his disciples, to whom he spoke. He predicted. 
as under: 


But I tell you a truth, 

There be some standing here, 

Which shall not taste of death, 

Till they see the kingdom of God.1* 

Verily I say unto you, 

There be some standing here, 

Which shall not taste of death, 

Till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.’** 

And he said unto them, 

Verily I say unto you, 

That there be some of them that stand here, 

Which shall not taste of death, 

Till they have seen the kingdom of God come with 

power.?85 

The above declarations are a clear verdict. on the visible 

coming of Jesus Christ, during the life-time of his disciples. As- 
such, seeking of philosophical explanations of the testament 
given by him is unwarranted. When he has made a definite 
and positive statement about his coming again among his dis- 
ciples, it is not fair to doubt the sincerity of the evangelists,. 
who meant that Jesus would return physically, and not spiritu- 
ally. Later events in the lite of Jesus Christ have proved that 
the predictions made by Jesus Christ, about himself were true 
and correct. 
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Miracles of Jesus Christ 


Miracles are considered marvellous events or wonderful acts 
done by a saint with the help of some supernatural agency. 
Many remarkable occurrences in the life of Jesus Christ, testify 
to his being a supernatural man. 


The wonders done by him may look incredible to some but 
to those who have read some thing about spiritualism, all 
these miracles of Jesus Christ appear to be true. His birth, his 
travels, his ministery, his crucifixion, and his future life is all 
miraculous. When there arose a great tempest, he calmed the 
storm.’*° At that time, the people wondered as to what sort 
of man was he, that even the winds the sea obeyed him. He 
could even walk upon the sea, and the people thought that it 
was a spirit.°’ There was a man, with a spirit of an unclean 
devil, and when Jesus saw him, he ordered the devil to come 
out. The devil came out and all felt amazed.!%8 They also 
wondered when in Galilee, he “saved the son of a nobleman, 
who was at the point of death.189 Similarly, when ten lepers 
of Samaria cried; Master, have mercy on us; all of them were 
cleaned of this dreadful disease, It is clear from the above 
that it was possible for him to save himself from his enemies. 

Jesus Christ was bestowed with the power of restoring eye- 
sight. He touched the eyes of two blind men, and their eye- 
sight returned. They had faith that it was only Jesus, who 
could give them their eye-sight, and they obtained their wish, 
according to their faith. It is recorded inthe Gospels that 
Jesus could heal the Sick, restore hearing power to the deaf, 
and make dumb to speak.1! The Pharisees, who were spiri- 
tually blind, did not believe in these miracles. But it was a 
miracle of God which materialised in saving Jesus on the 
cross. 

Jesus healed the man who had dropsy and also healed a 
crippled woman on the Sabbath day. When the Pharisees 
said that no one should work on the Sabbath day, he ques- 
tioned them saying: Which of you will not pull out an ass 
or an ox, fallen in a pit ? They could not answer him.1% When 
he was in the wilderness, a great multitude came to see him, 
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and was with him for three days. He felt compassion on them; 
for they had nothing to eat. His disciples came to him, and 
informed that they had only seven loaves and it was impossible 
for them to feed four thousand people, assembled there. He did 
brake the loaves, and went on giving bread to his disciples, who 
‘went on placing these before the multitude. About four 
thousand of the people ate these seven loaves, and their hunger 
was satisfied completely.’ When the Pharisees demanded 
for a sign, he admonished them saying that only a wicked and 
adulterous nation seeks a sign.1°4 


Prayers of Jesus Christ 


Did God hear Jesus Christ: This is an important question 
often asked from us. Our answer is yes and let us quote from 
the scriptures. This is recorded that when Abraham prayed, 
God healed Abimelech.%* Again, when Moses prayed, the fire 
was quenched, The Prophets would pray and their prayers 
were heard, In the same way, Jesus Christ also prayed and his 
prayers were heard by God. As such, Jesus had declared: 


And all things, 

Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 

Believing, 

Ye shall receive. 
Jesus used to go out into a mountain for prayers, and he would 
continue praying during nights. He would tell them that he 
would pray the Father, and he shall give them another Com- 
forter, to abide with them for ever.1°S 

Before Jesus Christ is arrested, he prays for his disciples as 

under: 


497 


I pray for them: 

I pray not for the world, 

But for them, 

Which thou hast goven me, 
For they are thine. 

I pray not that thou shouldest, 
Take them out of the world, 
But that thou shouldest, 
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Keep them from the evil. 
Neither pray I for those alone, 
But for them also, 
Which shall believe in me, 
Through their word.?9? 

During his prayers at Gethsemane, Jesus prayed: 
O my Father, 
If it is possible, 
Let this cup pass from me: 
Nevertheless, 
Not as I will, 
But as thou wilt.5% 


From the above, it is clear that even though, Jesus Christ has 
resigned to the will of God, he never wished to die. The above: 
would disprove the assumption of some scholars that Jesus 
Christ wanted to die and bring death upon himself in the ex- 
pectation that it would result in a parousia or manifestation of” 
the Jewish Messiah of himseif2° On another occasion, he 
prayed in the garden on the Mount of Olives as under: 

And he was withdrawn from them, 

About a stone’s cast, 

And kneeled down, 

And prayed, 

Saying: 

Father, 

If thou be willing, 

Remove this cup from me: 

Neverthless, 

Not ny will, 

But thine, 

Be done? 


The above Prayer also makes it clear that Jesus Christ never 
desired to die but Prayed for his survival. When Jesus was 
at Gethsemane with his disciples, he took with him Pete fy. 
James and John for Prayers. But after a while, he told them 
to wait, himself going forward, and fellon the ground. Jesus 
prayed that the hour might pass for him, He said: 
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Abba, 

Father, 

All things are possible unto thee; 
Take away this cup from me: 
Nevertheless, 

Not what I will, 

But what thou wilt.?°° 


It is understood that apprehending danger to his life, Jesus 
-Christ went to Gethsemane, the garden on the Mount of Olives, 
and again at Gethsemane. He prayed thrice, imploring God 
that the cup of death be removed from him. He had already 
declared that all our prayers are heard by God, and his prayer 
was also heard. The cup of death was taken away from him, 
in a miraculous way. 


Jesus had declared that he was the good shepherd, and he 
-knew his sheep. He had predicted: 


And other sheep I have, 

Which are not of this fold: 
Them also I must bring, 

And they shall hear my voice; 
And there shall be one fold, : 
And one shepherd." 

Therefore doth my Father love me, 
Because I lay down my life, 
That I might take it again. 

No man taketh it from me, 

But I lay it down of myself. 

1 have power to lay it down, 

I have power to take it again.*°* 

Here Jesus informs that there are other tribes and races, 
-who are to be brought into his fold. He also tells that these 
tribes and races will hear him and believe him. He declares 
that no man on earth can take his life, for his Father has given 
him power to lay down his life or take it again. This clearly 
reveals that no body on this earth could kill Jesus, and even if 
they willed, he had full power over his life. 
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The Cross 


The cross, as a religious symbol originated in Jerusalem 
and then spread towards the East and the West. Prior to it, 
we have found the swastika, which has been termed by some 
as the “broken cross”, in Iran and Central Asia buried in 
ancient graves. Its history goes back to 5000 B.C. But proper 
crosses have been found at Kashan in Irana belonging to the 
pre-Christian era. Even a cross during the Muslim period in 
Jran and made by Mirjan bin Abdullah has been found. It is 
decorated wooden door with Arabic inscription.*°° 


Tt was some time before 1925 that Rev. Gergan, a neo- 
Christian of Ladakh told the Morovian missionaries about the 
existence of the crosses inthat region. Accordingly, A.H. 
Francke of the Mission at Leh published its photograph in 
1925 in the German Academy magazine.*°° Such type of 
crosses were located in Afghanistan, Kafirstan and the North 
West Frontier region of India. It was very significant that the 
crosses found at Tangtse in Ladakh were accompanied with 
inscriptions and the name of Jesus Christ. As these inscrip. 
tions were written in Aramaic, it was clear that they belonged 
to the first or the second century of the Christian era. Secondly, 
existence of such crosses in the region, on such a vast scale and 
covering such a vast region, proved early migration of the 
Christians towards the East than the West. Tangtse isa large 
village situated in the Shayok valley, 61 miles from.Leh by 
bridle path, at a height of 12,900 Ft. above the sea level. Here, 
a resident of Samarkand, Charansar, who was probably a 
Tartar, had immortalised himself and his tribe, by engraving 
these eight-pointed crosses with the name of ‘‘Yuzu”’ on 
boulders. 

In the first place, the Christian scholars termed these inscrip- 
tions belonging to the Sogdiens but later on changed their mind 
and attributed them to the Nestorians. The )ale North India 
Expedition to Kashmir in 1932, declared: 

“Dr. de Terra and J examined the rock engravings at 
Drang-tse, a few miles West of the Panggong Tso. Apart 
from the intrinsic interest of the crosses and the Soghdian 
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inscription described by these authors, the rock has cer- 
tain other points of significance to the geologist and 
biologist. The inscriptions are cut in the dark brown 
patina or “desert varnish” and show white colour of the 
granite beneath this patina. It is clear that no desert 
patination has occurred since the visit of the Nestorian 
from Samarkand”’.*" 

It shows that the Christian scholars wanted to side-track 
the main issue as to how Christian crosses with the name of 
Jesus had reached Ladakh in the North of Kashmir. According 
to another Christian scholar, these inscriptions were written in 
Syriac script, which was the ecclesiastical language of the 
Sogdiens, who were Nestorian Christians from Bactria.*°> How- 
ever, the attribution of these crosses to the Nestorians was chal- 
lenged by Tucci, when he declared that many crosses have been 
dug out in the Chinese territories and there exists an element 
of doubt in attributing these crosses to the Nestorians.* In 
fact, such crosses in the North West of India can be identified 
as sign boards and symbols carried by early Christians to the 
East. 

At Char-Sada, near Taxila, such crosses are shown on slabs 
with donkeys. These slabs also depict scenes of crucifixion and 
date back to about first century. There are historical proofs 
about the existence of both Jesus and Thomas at Taxila. As 
such, the discovery of the crosses in Ladakh also proves pre- 
sence of Jessus in that country. 
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Jesus Christ in the East 


I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 


— Matthew 


In the light of our new knowledge of the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
it can scarely he doubted that John the Prophet belonged to the 
Essenes. Jesus was baptised by him and his followers became 
attached to Jesus Christ.1 Members belong to this Order, 
were termed as pious who would hold their meetings very 
secretly away from habitations, Every member of this brother- 
hood had to take an oath that he would always take the side 
Just; even at the cost ofhis life, They would use white gar- 
ments and lead pious lives. Their conduct was orderly and 
neither bribe not torture could make them false to their bro- 
therhood.? Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus and Mary 
Magdalene belonged to the same brotherhood. Jesus would 
often Tetire to the wilderness and mountains to meet these 
friends. When his enemies Sought to take him he would escape 
and take shelter in a secret place. The Essenes had a secret 
shelter on the top of Mount Olives.* Jesus belonged to this 
brotherhood himself. Some members of this very sect had 
entered the sepulchre to help Jesus out for safety. After having 
been saved, Jesus was nursed by them. Their writings have 
been unearthed from the Dead Sea, which reveal that Jesus 
lived with them, after the event of crucifixion. 
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Dead Sea Scrolls 


A careful study of the Dead Sea Scrolls would reveal that 
the Jews and their leaders, left no stone unturned to persecute 
the True Master. They, not only opposed him, but scoffed him 
and made him a scapegoat of a wrong verdict. Jesus Christ, 
during his stay with the brotherhood of the Essenes, gives some 
details about his misfortunes and thanks God for saving him 
the hands of his enemies. He declares: 

“God, 

I thank Thee, 

For again giving me, 

A new lease of life. 

“For saving me from death: 

And, 

Surrounding me, 

With a defencive wall. 

“The cruel wanted to take my life, 

But, 

I stood firm on Your commandments. 

“They are the supporters of the wicked, 

And, 

Do not understand Thee. 

“Your grace is my guardian: 

Thou hast saved me; 

And, 

Thou wilth that, 

They could not catch my soul. 

“God, 

Thou came to the rescue of this humble servant, 

It is Thee, 

Who saved my life from the clutches of the pesnettul 
The above are the excerpts from the prayers contained 10 he 
Dead Sea Scrolls. , It is evident that the wicked wanted to 
Persecute the True Master and then kill him, : But he - 
Saved by God and rescued from the enemy. Who AS aol 
Master, who sings the praises of God? Who is he, who than 
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God from saving his life? The Dead Scrolls have established 
the link between Jesus Christ and the Essenes. 

It is historical fact that the Gospels have been revised and 
recasted by various compilers from time to time. The net 
result has been that some very important material, which infor- 
med us about the matters, not to the liking of the Bishops, has 
been deleted. One such example is the last page of the Gospel 
of Mark, which was salvaged by the famous Bible scholar, C.R. 
Gregory, who wrote, Canon and the Text of New Testament. 
The salvaged varses are as under: 

And all the things announced, 
To those about Peter briefly: 
They spread about, 

And after that, 

Jesus himself appeared from East, 
And upto West he sent out, 

By them the sacred, 

And uncorrupted preaching, 

Of the eternal Salvations. 

Amen. 


The above verses, which have been deleted from the Mark, 
clearly inform that Jesus appeared from the East and directed 
his disciples to spread his teachings in the West. This also 


proves his second life, which has all together been supressed 
by the Church. 


Testament 


Jesus Christ had prayed to God to save him and he was 
saved. He had suffered untold miseries but he was always 
thankful to God. 

I was sold into slavery, 

And the Lord of all made me free: 
I was taken into captivity, 

And his strong hand succored me: 

I was beset with hunger, 

And the Lord himself nourished me: 
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I was alone, 

And God comforted me: 

I was sick, 

And the Lord visited me: 

J was in prison, 

And my Lord showed favour to me; 
In bonds, 

And he released me.° 


Here Jesus Christ tells about his misfortunes, imprisonment, 
captivity, illness, ete. and how God saved him. This is the 
testament of Jesus Christ, who himself claims that he was saved 
by God. 


**O God, 

J thank thee, 

For bringing me 

Out of the well of death; 

Thou brought me on earth; 

So that 

T could traverse on its vast surface.” 


Flight of Jesus Christ 


Jesus Christ told his disciples that he will not tell them 
about his destination because he would like to keep it as 
secret. 

He rose and hastly went away through the gathering mist. 
It was rummored that he had been taken up by the clouds. 
This was simply a mythological tale.” 

Jesus though officially crucified in about 30 A.D. escaped 
alive towards the East, and in about 35 A.D. was seen on the 
road to Damascus by Paul, who had been sent by the Romans 
to bring him back for a second crucifixion.* 


The Conversion of Paul 


Paul had been deputed by thc Romans intercept Jesus 
Christ. He had journeyed to Damascus, when he heard a 
voice; ‘‘Saul Paul, why persecutest thou me’? He questioned 


as to who he was. He heard: 
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I am Jesus whon persecutesst; 
It is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks. 

Arise and go into the city, 
And it shall be told thee 
What thou must do.° 


Jesus had a disciple at Damascus named Ananias, who was 
directed by him to go to Paul, and inform him that he is the 
chosen vessel, and he must Preach in the name of Jesus Christ 
in Israel.’° 

Accordingly, Paul contacted the other disciples of Jesus 
Jesus Christ and spent a few days with them at Damascus. After 
that he preached Christ in the Syanogues and made many 
converts." Healso went to Jerusalem and then to Tarsus, 
and continued Missionary activities in collaboration with 
Barnabas and John.32_ The above account has been termed as - 
a vision by the compilers of the Acts. Visions are real and do 
exist, but they do not arise in dull brains. After all, Paul was 
only a tent maker,!? 

The Apostles still feared that the Romans might persue 
Christ, and thus invented the theory of visions, and inter- 
mingled fact with imagination. Another confusion arises 
about Paul because he was also known as Saul in the beginning.1* 
Tf vision could be termed as unreal, then the basis of all my- 
thology in the world would be removed and we would be left 
blank. Most of the stories given in mythology have now stood 
the scientific test. Was the great flood during the day of Noah, a 
vision? Was the Space-craft of Ezekeil a vision? If all these 
facts are vision, then the virgin birth of Jesus, his crucifixion, 
and even his existence on this earth could be termed as a vision 
and there would arise no need to believe in Jesus Christ of his 
mission. It is historical fact that Paul conducted a series of 
Jong missionary tours to far-off countries including Greece and 
Asia Minor.® 

Jesus christ lived in the house of Ananias at tkat time. 
But, when the Jews sent a commission to Damascus, he left 

the plaee and reached Babylon. As he had visited the East in 
his ehildhood, he knew the routes and topography cf these 
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countries. He had already been saved and now on this strange 
odyssey, God guided him, so that he could be saved from 
further persecution.1° Jesus and his mother had to migrate 
from Palestine and they departed ‘for a far off country. Both 
of them traversed from country to country.17 Some of his 
devotees followed him from place to place. During his journey 
towards the East, Jesus was accompanied by Mary the mother, 
Peter the Apostel, and another Mary, which can be no other 
person than Mary Magdalene. It can not be denied that Mary 
Magdalene had taken a personal interest in the affairs of Jesus 
Christ. She was possessed by demons which were cast out by 
the Lord.!3 She had also stood by the cross during the cruci- 
fixion time.!® 

She also watched the burial of Jesus Christ and came early 
to the sepulchre.°° She also saw the risen Lord and the event 
is described in the Gospel of John as under: 


But Mary stood without at the sepulchre, 
And as she wept, 

She stooped down, 

And looked into the sepulchre, 

And seeth two angles in white sitting, 
The one at the head, 

And the other at the feet, 

Where the body of Jesus had lain.”? 
Jesus saith unto her, 

Mary, 

She turned herself, 

and saith unto him, 

Rabboni; 

Which is to say, 

Master.”* 


According to the Gospel of Philip, Mary Magdalene was the 
consort of Jesus Christ. As such, it is obvious that of the two, 
who accompanied Jesus Christ on his migration towards the 
East, one was Mary, the mother of the Lord, while the other 
One must have been Mary Magdalene, the consort of Jesus 
Christ.*3 
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It is a strange coincidence that the successor of Buddha 
has been called Rahula. When he is separated from his mother, 
a lady devotee named Magdliyana acts as a messenger between 
him and the mother. The word, Rahula may mean, Ruh-. 
Allah, or the Spirit of God and Magdaliyana, the lady messen- 
may refer to Mary Magdalene, who was so much attached to 
Jesus Christ.24 It is also Strange that the Tomb of Mary has 
been located about 6 miles from Kashgar in Central Asia. 


It is probable that the tomb in question is of Mary Magda-- 
lene.?5 


Jesus Christ in Parthia 


We are informed by the Gospel of Philip that after having 
been saved from crucifixion, Jesus Christ was nursed by his 
friends and disciples and remained in hiding for some time. 
During this period, he imparted special spiritual knowledge 
to Peter and James. After having remained with them for a 
period of about one year and a half, he made up his mind to 
leave them. He appointed James as his successor and migra-- 
ted.** It has already been mentioned that Thomas has already 
been deputed to Parthia and India by Iesus. As such, it is 
but natural that Jesus Christ felt safe to travel in these lands. 
At that period, Parthian empire extended right from Antiochia 

and Palmyria to Kabul on one side and from the Caspian sea 
to the Arabian sea. He wanted to avoid the limits of the 
Romans, and as such, took first Oppurtunity to reach Damas- 
cus. From that place he went to the city of Nisibus, which 
had a colony of the exiled Jews.2? The city being the meeting 
ground of many caravan routes was full of men of all nations 
busy in trade and commerce.2 Jesus Christ tried his best to 
conceal his identity, and it was at this place that he came to be 
known as Yuz-Asaph. He wore clothes and turban of white 
fleece and carried a rod in Lis hand. He seta seal of silence 
on his lips, and began his journey further.2° Nisibis lay on the 
Silk route from Syria to Mosul and beyond, towards the East. 
Jesus had travelled in cognito to this place. 
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Nisibus 


It is related by Josephus that the king of Adiabene sent his 
son, Ezad to stay with Abennerigos, the king of Spasinou 
-Charax at the head of the Persian Gulf. The small principality 
of Adiabene existed between Tabris and Mossul, on the banks 
of the river Tigris. Ezad returned home to ascend the throne 
of Adiabene on the death of his father. It was Ananias who 
had converted Ezad and his queens. After some years the 
king of Parthia accorded him to rule over Nisibis with the 
result that his kingdom extended right upto the banks of the 
Mediterranean.2° We know already that it was Ananias who 
had reached Jerusalem with a letter from Abgar Ukkama for 
Jesus. It was too late and Jesus had been crucified. It was 
Thomas who gave the shroud to him for Abgar. Both Ezad 
and Abgar were contemporaries, of Jesus Christ. If seems that 
from Damascus, Jesus and his party reached Nisibis, which 
was a safe place forthem. May be Ananias wished to carry 
Jesus to Edessa but the proximity of the Roman capital preven- 
ted Jesus to proceed West-ward. As such, Jesus moved towards 
the East and reached Mossul and from that place to Babylon, 


-which existed on the banks of Eupherates. 


We are informed that Jesus did preach his doctrines in 
“Nisibis and many accepted him. At the same time the ortho- 
dox became his enemies and tried to kill him.*1 Early evidence 
-of Christianity a Nisibis is provided by an inscription on aa 

grave which reads as under: 
I saw the Syrian plain, and all the ¢cities--even Nisibis, 


having crossed the Euphrates. i: 
Everywhere I found people with whom to speak. 


. Jesus in Persia 


From Babylon, Jesus proceeded to Ur and from that place 
to Kharax which was the capital of the kingdom of Mesene. 
It was the main port to which sbips brought the products of 
India and the Far East. From that place, the goods were 
‘transported up the river Euphrates to Babylon, then to Arbel 
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in Adiabene and thence to Nisibis and Edessa in the West.23 
It was possible for Jesus to take sea route to India but he 
avoided it and instead crossed into the Persian empire. 

In the Persian works, we hear about Yuz-Asaph, which 
means Yuzu, who is the leader of those lepers who have been 
cured by him. Here is the report given in the Persian 
dictionary: 

“In the days of Hazrat Isa, when lepers were cured by 
him, they, on being admitted among the healthy people, 
were known as Asaph. Thus Hazrat Isa, who cured 
lepers, also came to be known as Yuz-Asaph, for he not 
only cured them but gathered them under his merciful 
protection.’”* 


Jesus Christ was known in Persia as Yuz-Asaph. His 
sayings and teachings in the region, as recorded in the Iranian 
traditions, aresame as those of Jesus Christ.2> This shows 
that his preachings were popular among the Persians. It is 
clear that after the advent of Islam, the Christians, the Jews 
and the Zorastrians lost importance, and were reduced in 
numbers. But the sayings, and prables of Jesus Christ 
continued in their traditions and lived after-wards as those of 
Yuz-Asaph. From Nisibus two routes led towards the East; 
one passed through Nishapur and Herat to Kabul, and the 
other through Susa, and Hermuz to Sind. Jesus Christ took 
the former route. 

It may be recalled that from the beginning of the second 
millennium B.C. till about 1200 B.C., the Hittites inhabited 
Asia Minor. From the middle of the 13th century B.C. the 
Hurrians formed one of the most powerful states of Western 
Asia, which included Mesopotamia, Syria, and Assyria. The 
Hurrians worshipped the Indian gods Varuna, Indra, Mittra, 
and the Matsiya, besides other deities. The Assyrians con- 
solidated their supremacy in the region at the end of the 9th 
century B.C. However, the creators of the first flowering of 
civilization, which connected the East with the West, were the 
Sumerians, who once settled in Mesopotamia in the about 
3000 B.C.*° 
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It may be mentioned that trade routes; both through sea or 
land, between India and other countries in the West have 
existed since ancient times. It was in about 3100 B.C. that 
the seafaring Sumerians established their colonies in the Indus 
Valley region, right from Mohenjo-daro to Kashmir. They 
exploited the economic and commercial resources of the region. 
The Sumerian seals excavated at Mohenjo-daro and Harappa, 
have revealed that the Indus Valley region was an abode of 
Amorites or the seafaring people, who were fire and sun- 
worshipper.” 

From Kabul, the trade route went to Peshawar, and then 
to Taxila. Jesus Christ and his companions had to bear many 
hardships during travel from Herat to Kabul, and then to 
Taxila. He had lived on wild fruits and vegetables. He had 
walked on foot but, some of his companions brought a horse 
for him. But Jesus refused to have the byrse and journeyed on 
foot. During his travels, he had to face many hardships. It 
is reported that he was arrested but as he had healed the 
sick, the governor of the city became his devotee. Many 
among the people and the soldiers became his disciples. He 
preached among them and they became happy to hear his 
words.” 


Apostolate 


We do not have much information as to what happened to 
the followers, friends and devotees of Jesus Carist, after his 
departure towards the East. One thing is clear that the 
hostility of the Jews to the followers of the Christianity became 
increasingly implaceable. We know that James, the brother 
of Jesus Christ was chosen as their leader by the early 
Christian community at Jerusalem. But Herod Agrippa took 
Savage measures against him and got him executed. It is also 
Tecorded that Peter was also imprisoned by him. As such, the 
early Apostolate was shifted to Antioch in Syria. It was here 
that Paul met Peter and got himself enlisted as the disciple of 
the Lord.® It goes to his credit that he carried the message of 
Jesus Christ to far-off lands. His Apostles carried his mission 
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through the ancient trade routes to various cities of Arabia, 
Syria, Rome, Alexandria, Italy, Egypt, Persia and Armenia, 
Through the efforts of the Apostles, Christianity became very 
popular among the masses. Seeing this, the enemity of the 
followers of Judaism towards the new faith became acute. The 
Apostles had preached among the poor with the result that a 
good number of the Pagans became Christians. The Jews 
could not tolerate the popularity of Christianity and thought of 
doing some thing to attract the masses. Out of frustration, 
they raised up the banner of revolt against the Romans, who 
Had subjugated the Holy Land. The Pharisees saw that it was 
absolutely necessary for them to establish their own theocratic 
kingdom. But, they failed against the might of the Romans, 
who ravaged and destroyed nearly all Jewish settlements. The 
Roman soldiers stormed Jerusalem and burnt down the Temple 
jn 70 A.D. Thousands perished in the revolt but many more 
thousand were carried as slaves by the Romans. According to 
one estimate, nearly eleven thousand prisoners died of 
starvation.© While, lamenting over Jerusalem, Jesus Christ 
had already predicted it destruction: 


O Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, 

Thou that killes the prophets, 

And stonest them which are sent to thee, 
Behold, 

Your house is left unto you desolute 

For J say unto you, 

Ye shall not see me henceforth.*2 


The Romans wanted to annihilate the Jews from their 
camps. As such they devastated their settlements by killing all, 
capable of bearing arms. Josephus has described the destruc: 
tion of the Jews as under: 

One could see the whole lake red with blood and covered 
with corpses, for not a man escaped.*? 


Thus, it would be seen that the mission of Judaism failed 
‘but kingdom of God remained solid as a rock. 


Jesus Christ in the East 177 
Jesus in Persia 


Jesus delivered many sermons in Persia, and he was 
welcomed by the people, who listened to him devoutly. They 
High priest got him arrested, and he was asked, as to about 
which new God he was speaking to the people, when Zoroaster 
only had the privilege of communion with the Superme Being. 
He was also told that the laws were given to Zoroaster by God, 
and he should not sow doubts in the heart of believers. On 
hearing this, Jesus said unto them: 


It is not of a new God that I speak: 
But of our Heavenly Father, 

Who has existed since all time; 

And who will still be after, 

The end of all things. 

It is of Him, 

That I have discoursed to the people, 
Who, 

Like unto innocent children, 

Are not yet capable, 

Of comprehending God, 

By the simple strength of their intelligence; 
Or of Penetrating, 

Into His divine, 

And spiritual sublimity.** 


In the Name of Heavenly Father 


Jesus told them that he spoke in the name of our Heavenly 
Father. He explained that just as a baby discovers 1n the 
darkness its mother’s breast; in the same way, people, who 
have been led into error by erroneous doctrine, do recognise by 
instinct their Heavenly Father. a 

Jesus paused a while in many a hamlet, town and cities 12 
Persia. he preached and healed among the common people, 
who followed him in throngs. He also attended a feast in 
Persepolis. He spoke to the priests in these words: 


There is a Silence where the soul may meet its God, 


TS 
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And there the fount of wisdom is, 

And all who enter are immersed in light, 

And filled with wisdom, love and power. 

The Silence is not circumscribed; 

Is not a place closed in with wall, or rocky steeps, 
Nor guarded by thc swords of men! 

Men carry with them all the time the secret place, 
Where they may meet their God. 

It matters not where men abide, 

On mountain top, in deepest vale or in the quit home; 
They may at once, 

At any time, 

Flung wide the door, 

And find the Silence, 

Find the house of God: 

It is within the soul.“4 


During his short sojourin in Persia, Jesus sat in silence in 

the prayer hall of the Magi priests, for seven days. Then he 
spoke on the origin of evil and good. 
He told them not to worship the sun, for it was but a part of 
the cosmos, which God has created for humanity. It is to God 
and to God alone, that we owe all that we possess in this 
world. On hearing him, the priests asked as to how could 
a people live according to the rules of justice if it had 10 
preceptor ? Jesus relied that so long as the people had no 
priests, the natural law governed them, and they preserved 
the candour of their souls. He further explained that when 
their souls were with God, they could commune with the 
Father, without the medium of any idol or animal or the sua 
or the fire. He said: 


‘You contend, 

That one must worship the sun, 
The spirit of good and of evil: 
Well: 

T say unto you; 

Your doctrine is a false one: 

The sun acting not spontaneously, 
But according to the will of, 


_— 
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The invisible Creator, 

Who gave it birth. 

The Eternal Spirit is the soul of all, 

That is animate. 

You commit a great sin individing it, 

Into a spirit of evil, 

And a spirit of good: 

For there is no God outside the good. 

Who, 

Like unto the father of a family, 

Does but good to His children, 

Forgiving all their faults: 

If they repent. 

Wherefore I say unto you, 

Beware of the day of judgment, 

| For God will inflict a terrible chastisement, 
Upon all those, 
Who shall have led His Children astray, 
From the right path.*® 


We have no information about the route taken by Jesus and 
his companions towards their onward march towards the East. 
May be they visited Hamadan and Nishapur, from which city 
there are two roads, one leading to Afghanistan via Herat and 
thence to Kandhar and the other leading to Bukhara and 
Samarqand. The tomb of may Magdalene has been located near 
Kashgar in Central Asia. It is probable that Jesus took her to 
Bukhara, then to Samarkand and thence to Kashgar. After 
her demise, Jesus came back to Balkh and thence took = 
Toute along the bank of the river Indus and reached Sind. 

Will deal with this odyssey in subsequent pages. 


Jesus in Sind 


He left his parental house in secret and departed with = 
marchants towards Sind. Hls main object in leaving his ae a 
was to perfect himself in the Divine Word and to studg 
law of grent Buddhas.*® He was thirteen years In age when 
he left for the east.’ 
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In the course of his fourteenth years, he reached Sind and 
established himself among the Aryans. After crossing the five 
rivers of the Punjab, he reached Rajputana and from that region, 
he proceeded towards Gujarat. Here he came into contact 
with the followers of Jainism. His fame had spread throughout 
and the Jains requested him to dwell among them. But he 
proceeded further and reached Orissa and was welcomed by the 
priests. They taught him the occult sciences. 

He then went to the holy cities of Rajagiri and Benaras 
and everyone loved him. He had spent six years in his travels. 
As he freely mixed with the low caste Vaishyas and Shudras, 
the upper caste, Brahmanas and Khistriyas disliked his atti- 
tude. They told him: 

Death only can set them free, 

From their servitude: 

Leave them then, 

And come; 

And worship with us, 

The gods, 

Who will become incensed, 

Against thee; 

If thou dost disobey them.*® 
But he did not listened to their discourses and disliked their 
attitude. After that event he started preaching against the 


Brahmanas and the Khistriyas, When Jesus saw the Shudras 
and the Vaishas drawing near him, he said: 


The Holy one has said: 

That all his children shall be free, 

And every soul is child of God. 

The Shudras shall be as free as priests, 

The farmer shall walk hand in hand with king; 


For all the world will own the brotherhood of man. 
O men, 


Arise. 

Be conscious of your powers, 

For he, who wills need not remain a slave. 
Just live as you would have your brother live, 
Unfold each day as does the flower; 
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For earth is yours, 
And God will bring you to your own.” 


Sermons 

Jesus inveighed against the act of a man arrogating to him- 
self the power to deprive his fellow beings of their rights of 
humanity. He had spent nearly six years in India and could 
dseak in the local language. He lived with the poor masses 


whom he gave many sermons. He preached: 


God, the father, 

Makes no difference between His children, 
All to Him are equally dear. 

Fear thy God, 

Bend the knee before Him alone, 

Bring thy offerings Him alone.” 


He denied the gods invented by the people 
God has willed and created the universe. He alone has existed 
since all eternity, and his existence will have noend. He has 


no equal either in the heavens or on earth and has not shared 
e alone is omnipotent ! 


his power with any living being. H 
He willed it, 
And the world appeared; 
In a divine thought: 
He gathered together; 
The waters, 
Separating from them, 
The dry portion of the globe. 
He is the principle, 
Of the mysterious existence of man, 
In whome, 
He has breathed, 
A part of “is Being.*?: 
He warned them as under: 
The anger of God, 
Will soon be let loose against man, 
For he has forgotten his Creator; 
For he has filled His temples, 


and told them that 
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With abominations; 

For he worships; 

A crowd of creatures, 

Which God hath made subordinate to him. 
For to do honour to stones and metals, 
He sacrifices human beings, 

In whom dwells, 

A part of the spirit of the Most High. 
Those, 

Who deprive their brethren, 

Of divine happiness; 

Shall be deprived of it themselves.®2 


Jesus taught equality of human beings and made a prophesy 
that the Brahmanas and the Khistriyas shall become the 
Shudras; and with the Shudras, the God shall dwell everlast- 
ingly. He told them that on the day of last judgement, the 
Shudras and the Vaishyas will be forgiven, because of their 
ignorance, while the Brahbmanas and the Khistriyas shall be 
punished for their arrogance. 

The above sermons of Jesus contain much philosophical 
content. He talks of God as the Father of all human beings 
and exhorts all to bow before him alone. He is the eternal 
soul and the impetus behind all creation, his will separated 
water from earth, created the continents. To him, there is no 
difference between human beings, for all are his children. AS 
such, all have to bow before him, and none else. 

His words and works caused unrest through all the land. 
The poor followed him in throngs but the priests resolved to 
drive him out of India. All the Brahmana priests met in a 
council, and employed a murderer with the mission to kill 
Jesus.®3 


In Communion with Buddha 


Having been informed about the plot, and advised by 
friends to depart, Jesus left the place by night. With haste, he 
journeyed to the north, and reached Kapilavastu, the birth 
place‘of Sakya-muni Buddha. The Buddhists opened wide the 


— 
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doors of a monastery for him, and he started living among the 
monks. He witnessed their religious rites, and participated in 
their prayers. A time came, when he fully understood the 
words of Master, and began to teach on the same lines. The 
Head Jama declared in a congregation: 


We stand today upon a crest of time, 

Six times ago a master soul was born, 

Who gave a glory light to man, 

And now a master sage stands here. 

This Hebrew prophet is the rising star of wisdom, 
He brings to us a knowledge of God; 

And all the world will hear his words, 

Will heed his words, 

And glorify his name.** 


Departure 


He lived among the Buddhists for six years. He learnt and 
taught in the monastery he abode. 


Whom the Buddha had elected 
to spread his holy word, 
had become a perfect expositor 
of the sacred writings.” 


Then he left Nepal and the Himalayan mountains, and went 
towards the West, preaching to the diverse peoples, the supre~ 


me perfection of man, in these words: 


He, who shall have regained, 

His original purity; 

Will die having obtained, 

Remission for his sins; 

And he will have the right, 

To contemplate the majesty of God. 
The Eternal Law-giver is one; 
There is no other God but He; 

He has not shared the world with anyone, 
Neither has He informed anyone of, 
His intentions. 
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One day, in silent meditation, Jesus set besides a spring among. 
the poor people. He saw the hard drawn lines of toil on every 
brow, and his heart was stirred with pity for these poor toilers. 
And he said: 


Cease to seek for heaven in the sky; 
Just open up the windows of your hearts, 
And like a flood of light, 
H heaven will come, 
And bring a boundless joy; 
Then toil will be no cruel task.** 
Jesus continued his sermon as follows: 
Even as a father would act. 
Towards his children, 
So will God judge men, 
After their deaths: 
According to the Laws of his mercy. 
Never would he so humilate his child, 
As to transmigrate his soul, 
As in a purgatory, 
Into the body of an animal.5 


Here, Jesus speaks of God as father and human beings as his 
children. God, the father, being merciful will judge every one: 
according to the laws of mercy, and never would humilate bis 


children. According to the above text, he further explains a8 
under: 


All things have been sacrificed to man, 
Who is directly, 

And intimately, 

Associated with Me: 

His Father: 

Therefore, 

He who shall have stolen from Me: 
My child; 

Will be severely judged, 

And chastised by the divine law. 


Here Jesus speaks of God as the father of humanity, which is 
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intimately, and directly connected with him. According to him 
all men are his children and he is the father to them. " 


Man is naught before the Eternal Judge, 
As the animal is naught before man. 
Wherefore, 

I say unto thee: 

Leave your idols; 

And perform not rites, 

Which separate you from your Father: 
Associate ye not with the priets, 

From whom the heavens, 

Have turned away.*® 


The Tibetau Gospel 


The above narative, translated by Nicolas Notovotch from 
several scrolls found in the Hemis monastery is Ladakh, pro- 
vides invaluable information about the missing years of Jesus. 

Hipolytus, the Bishop of Rome in about 220 A.D. mentions 
a Judaeo-Christian scripture the land of the Seres in Parthia. 
According to an old tradition; this holy book of revelations 
had fallen from heaven, and dealt with the ‘Hidden power.’ 
Elxai, the Prophet, who was the incarnation of God received 
it. During the period of Hipolytus, the name Seres, denoted 
a nation which produced silk and lived above India. Thus, the 
holy book of revelation was the Tibetan Gospel. It is interest- 
ing to note that Nicolas Notovitch translated the scrolls about 
the life of Jesus Christ from the Hemis monastery in Ladakh. 
It is also important that the Western Christians of the 3rd 
century knew of the Eastern books on Christianity. The 
Hemis scrolls, therefore are not as unusual as these seemed to 
be at first sight.°° : 

This would reveal that Jesus was very much respected by 
the common people who adored him, and wished that he could 
stay with them. The above scrolls also establish that Jesus 
learnt many occult sciences in India. 

According to the Hemis scrolls, Jesus had been elected to 
remind a deprived humanity of the true God. Since his depar- 
ture from Jerusalem, the ;pagans had inflicted still more 
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atrocious sufferings on the Israelites. Many among them had 
already begun to abandon the laws of their God and those of 
Moses, in the hope of appeasing their savage conquerors.* 
Nicolas Notovitch published his translation of the Hemis 
scrolls in 1890 and called his work, the Life of Saint Issa. 
Subsequently, in 1894 the book was published in French, 
entitled, La Vie inconnue de Jesus and in English as The 
Unknown Life of Christ. At the time of publication of his 
work, Notovitch knew that the Church would repudiate his 
find as a fabrication. He, therefore, suggested organisation 
of a scientific expedition to Ladakh for verification of his 
discovery. From the outset, the book became a source of a 
great controversy. The Church denied the very existence of 
Nicolas Notovitch and even the Hemis monastery. But when 
it came to light that Nicolas Notovitch had visited Kashmir 
and Ladakh and met many an important officials of the Indian 
and State Government, the Church took another course. At 
the instance of the Chureh, the then British Government in 
India, directed the famous Orientalist, Max Muller and a pro- 
fessor of Agra, Archibald Douglas to conduct on-the-spot 
inquiries. Both of them published their findings in news-papers 
and concluded that Nicolas Notovitch was a fraud.® In 1894, 
the Church deputeda neo-convert, Ahmad Shah to Ladakh 
in the disguise of a hakim, but with the main aim to find any 
means “to refute the finings of Nicolas Notovitch.”** He 
remained in Ladakh for four years and wrote a book with the 
title of, Four Years in Tibet. It is probable that out of the 
great fear of the then British Government in India, the Bud- 


dhist lama concealed the scrolls or handed over some fragments 
to Ahmad Shah. 


In 1922, Swami Abhedananda, the world famous Vedantist 
visited Ladakh and learnt from the lamas of the Hemis mona- 
stery that the account about the comming of Jesus Christ to 
India was indeed correct.“ With the help of the lama, he did 
obtain translation of a few pages from the Tibetan manuscript. 
We will conclude this issue with the remark that the Buddhists 
of Ladakh and Tibet do have scrolls about the life of Jesus, 

hidden among the innumerable manuscripts housed in dark 
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cells, According to the Buddhists, Jesus had become a perfect 
expositor of the sacred writings, for he had been elected by 
Buddha, to spread his holy word. 


Buddhism and Christianity 


Buddhism and Christianity have many similarities. The 
following information recorded in 1812 by a traveller to Ladakh 
is interesting: 

Every Tibetan makes one of bis sons a Lama, or one who 
has forsaken the world. Both male and female Lamas 
remain unmarried, and are the spiritual guides of the 
people. They do not worship the idols kept in their 
temples, which they declare are merely representations of 
departed saints and Lamas, to contemplate which is con- 
sidered an act of piety. When a Lama or great man dies, 
his body is burned, anda sculptured reptesentation of 
him is placed on his tomb. Some of these figures are 
said to represent a certain prophet, who is still alive in 
the waters and forests, the former being under his com- 
plete control. Others again consider the figure to represent 
a prophet who is living in the heavens, which would 
appear to point to Jesus Christ. The Tibetans consider 
their scripture to be inspired: this book contains many 
moral precepts and exhortations to worship God, to 
fulfill a promise, to speak the truth, to abandon what is 
evil, and such like. It also commands that if any man 
_ take away thy sheet give him thy cloak also. Again, ‘if any 
man strike thee on one cheek tell him so strike the other 
also’. With the exception of the custom of burning the 
dead, many of their observances are similar to those of 
Christians. 


The traveller has noticed other similarities which are note 


‘worthy, and are reproduced below: 
They are forbidden to eat the flesh of the horse or camel, 
and they are allowed but one wife. Their great feast 
again is hold at the time when the sun enters capricorn, 
corresponding with the Christmas. From this time their 
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year commences, but I was unable to ascertain the exact 
date. Another similar custom is, that a man when taking 
an oath swears by Kunchok-Sum. Kunchok meaning 
God, and Sum, three, that is by the three Gods of Trinity. 
In the infliction on themselves of heavy penances also, 
the Lamas resemble Christian priests. J was informed by 
an aged man that he had ascertained beyond all doubts 
that some portions of the Bible had been revealed to the 
Tibetans, but that, in consequence of their not being in 
possession of the whole book, the practices of burning 
the dead, and the doctrince of transmigration of souls 
have been admitted as a portion of their practice, and 
faith. The Tibetans assert that their original scripture 
was in a language now become unintelligible to them, and 
has been translated into their own tongue.*° 


It may be pointed out that striking similarities between the 
moral teachings of Buddha and Jesus Christ, lead us to think 
that the Mahayana Buddhism borrowed much from Christianity. 


The Fourth Buddhist Council 


Several legends have depicted the great Kushana king, 
Kanishka as the patron of Buddhism. He is said to have 
convened the 4th Buddhist Council in Kashmir in about 78 A.D. 
Besides a large audience, this Council was attended to-by 500 
Arhats, 500 Boddhisattvas and 500 Pandittas. This Council 
paved the way for the acceptance of Mahayana, the progressive 
school of thought in Buddhism.*? It is recorded in the Buddhist 
canon that after the Buddha, another redeemer or the next 
Boddhisattava will come and he will be called Metteyya. He 
will be the leader of a band of disclples.*° It is for this reason 
that the Buddhist Lamas reached Palestine; in tearch of their 
Boddhi-sattava, atthe time of the birth of Jesus. It is also 
recorded in the prophesy Concerning Metteyya that he will come 
at the time when the religion of the Buddha will be forgotten 
and the new Buddhi-sattava will show them the way. In this 
Context, it remains to be seen as to what part Jesus did, if he 

actually did, play in the 4th Buddhist Council held in Kashmir? 
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It may be mentioned that the word Metteyya is no other 
than the word Messiah tecause the sound of t changes 
intos in Arabic or Persian.” It is interesting to note that 
Jesus is mentioned as Mi-shi-ho in the Chineese Buddhist chnon 
of the 8th century A.D."° Examination of the Buddhist icono- 
graphy shows that all Boddhi-sattavas stand or sit a lotus 
throne. Some show their hands and palms with round marks. 
These statues of the Mahayana period, with marks on palms 
and feet, symbolically depict the wounds of crucifixion. This 
fact is an immortal evidence about the identity of Jesus as the 
teacher of the Mahayana monks.” 

We are struck by the extraordinary similarity between the 
doctrines and rituals of Buddhism and the Catholic Church, 
The dress of the monks in both the religions was remarkably 
the same as can be verified from early paintings. “The ranks 
of the various orders in the Monasteries bear a resemblance to 
the monastic orders in the Roman Church. The Buddhists 
make suffrages, alms, prayers and sacrifices like the Catholic; 
and the Buddhists take vows of celibacy, poverty, chastity and 
obedience like the Catholic monks. The Buddhists use holy 
water and singing services. The Buddhist liturgy also resem- 
bles the Eastern Christian liturgies.”""? a 

It may be pointed out that due to the striking similarity 
between the two religions, most of the thinkers believe that 
Christianity is the Buddhism of the West. Both Jesus as well 
as Buddha are called Saviours in their respective scriptures and 
it is a strange coincidence that both make the same claim when 
they say: Iam the Ligbt and the the Way.”? The titles which 
have been ascribed to Jesus in the Gospels have been similarly 
ascribed to the Buddha in the Buddhist soriptures. Both have 
called themselves as, Light, Master, Blessed, Prince and the 
Refuge. Both were fasting at the time of temptation and the 
fast lasted for 40 days. 

The Buddha describes alms-giving as “good seed sown on 
good soil that yields an abundance of fruits.” Jesus says the 
same thing when he says that alms-giving means providing 
ourselves “‘with a treasure in the heaven”.”* In the Lalita- 
Vistara, a famous Buddhist scripture, the Buddha declares that 
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the shepherd who is full of wisdom” will guide those who have. 
fallen over the great precipice.” Inthe same manner. Jesus 
Christ says: 

I am the good shepherd: 

The gocd shephered giveth his life for the sheep.” 


There is a striking resemblance between the teachings of both 
the masters. It seems that Buddhism had prepared the way 
for Christianity. It is historical fact that ashoka did collect 
about eighty thousand Buddhist monks who were sent by him 
for missionary work to China, Persia, Babylonia, Syria, 
Palestine and Egypt. It was due to the influence of their 
teachings that many a mystical sects like the Therapeutae, 
Essenes and Zoroastrians became popular among the followers 
of Judaism. Jesus had received his early edueation under the 
guidance of the Essene masters and itis due to this reason 
that we find traces of the Buddhist virtues like non-violence, 
brotherhood kindness, love and piety. 

As times passes on, documents are forth-coming which 
show that Jesus visited Tibet and Ladakh. According to one 
source, Jesus went to Tibet and stayed for some time in the chief 
monastery. He did not preach there but absorbed himself in 
meditation. After some time, he reached Ladakh and was 
received well by the Buddhise-monks. There he healed a dying 
child his fame spread far and wide. He said in a sermon: 

My Father God is king of all mankind. 
And he has sent me forth, 

With all the bounties of his matchless love, 
And boundless weath: 

I go my way, 

But we will meet again; 

For in my Fatherland is room for all, 

I will prepare a place for you. 


Jesus raised his hands in silent benediction, and then went his 
way.°” 
They Seek Miracles 


Jesus preached against idol worship saying: 
Wherefor I say unto you, 
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And perform not rites. 
Which separate you from your Father.” 
For the reproaches he made against them, the priests asked. 
him to do a miracle. But, he answered: 


The miracles of our God have been worked. 

Since the first day; 

When the universe was created; 

They take place every day, 

And at every moment; 

Whosoever seeth them not, 

Is deprived, 

Of one of the fairest gifts of life. 

But woe unto you. 

Ye enemies of men! 

If it be not a favour that you await. 

But rather the wrath of the Father; 

Woe unto you. 

If ye expect miracles, 

To bear witness to His power.”® 
Seeing the powerlessness of their priests, the pagan people 
developed a great faith in the saying of Jesus. They broke 
their idols to pieces, and the priests fled away to safety. Jesus 
told the people, not to strive to see the od with their own 
eyes, but to endeavour to feel him in their hearts, He, further 
preached: 

Abstain from consuming human sacrifices; 

Immolate no creature to whom life has been given; 

Do not steal the goods of your neighbour; 

Deceive no one so as not to be yourselves deceived. 


Jesus Christ then passed by the way of Kashmir, where he 
joined a caravan of merchants. When they heard him speak 
like a prophet, and when they came to know that he wanted to 
travel to Persia, they gave him a Bactrian beast. Having. 
reached the Punjab, Jesus showed many miracles, and healed 
many among the sick.” 

Thomas the Apostle of India 
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‘Thomas the Apostle of Ihdia 


Thomas who was also entitled as Didymus, holds the 
seventh position among the chief disciples of Jesus Christ. He 
considered Jesus as his God.® His real name was Judas and as 
such his Gospel is known as the Acts of Judas Thomas. He is 
considered as the twin brother of Jesus. When the disciples 
of the Lord, divided the whole world for missionery work, 
India fell to his lot. Heis known as the Apostle of Partia 
and India.®1 In the beginning, he was reluctant to go on a long 
journey, for he wanted to die for Jesus Christ. 

At that time, an Indian merchant named Habban arrived in 
the south of Palestine. In obedience to the commands of the 
Master, Thomas sailed with Habban towards the East.®* 

At the time of nominating his disciples, Jesus had asked 
him to work within the Parthian empire, which included the 
north-western areas of India also. The Parthian empire exten- 
ded from the Euphrates to the Indus and from the Arabian 
sea to the Caspian sea, Thomas was known as the evangelist 
of Porthia and India.** He preached to the Parthians, Medes, 
Persians, Bactarians, Indians and Hyrecaneans.®* 

Among the Graceo-Bactrian rulers of Kashmir, whose 
coins have been found in ‘Kashmir, mention may be made of 

Euthydemus (220 B.C.) Eucratides (180 B.C.) Hippostratus 
(140 B.C.) Menender the Great (110 B.C.) Antimacjus II (100 
B.C.) Azilises (20 B.C.) Spalagadames. Vonoes, Spalyrises 
(10 A.D.) Gondaphares (50 A.D.) and Abdagases (100 A.D.). 
It was during the rule of Gondaphares that Thomas crossed 
the borders of India. Then he reached Attock, where he was 
introduced to the ruler, Gondaphares by Abdagases.®° Gonda- 
phares, after combining the territories held by the Parthians 
and the Sakes, had established his kingdom in the North West 
of India, and reigned from 21 A.D. to 50 A.D.8? It wasin 
about 48 A.D. that Thomas supervised the building of palace 
for the king. 

In the mean-while, Jesus alongwith his mother and a few 
disciples reached Taxila. He was invited by the king to attend 
the marriage ceremony of Abdagases. Circumstances leading 
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to the meeting of Jesus with Thomas will be dealt with 
subsequently. 


Taxila 


The valley of Taxila, near Rawalpindi in Pakistan, occupies 
an important place on the trade routes which used to connect 
India with Central Asia, and West Asia. In the beginning of 
the Sth century B.C. it formed an important region, included 
in the Achaemenid Empire of Persia. It wasin 326 B.C. that 
Alexander the Great halted here for some weeks, as a guest of 
Ambhi, the king of Taxila. The Bactrians occupied the region 
in about 231 B.C. with the result that many Buddhists migra- 
ted from this place to Khotan.®® ‘Taxila was swept away by 
the Scythians and the Parthians in about the first century B.C. 
After the death of Azes II, the kingdoms of Taxila and 
Arachosia were united under the rule of Gondaphares, who 
figures in early Christian writings of the same period, as the 
king to whose court, Thomas the Apostle was sent.®° 


In the Kingdom of Gondaphares 


Our task in locating the places visited by Jesus becomes 
very difficult due the reason that during the period, the North 
Western India witnessed many political upheavels. Information 
obtained from various sources reveal that the region came 
under the control of many kings, fighting each other for supre- 
macy. We find that the Scythian overlords trying to oust the 
Parthian with the result that Gondaphares seems to have con- 
trolled the Northern regions with his capital at Texila. We 
got some references to him and hls brother Gad, and it is now 
established that Gondaphares ruled in Taxila during 25-60 A.D. 
Coins of the period and some inscriptions found at Takht 
Bhai, are a conclusive proof of the fact that Gondaphares 
established a kingdom, during the period.” Coins of Gonda- 
phares have been foundin Kashmir also. Antiquities relating 
to him, his brother Gad, and Abdagases have been excavated 
at Char ‘Sadah.°2 Among the antiquities found there, the 
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statues of Thomas and Peter have been identified. Archaeologi- 
cal finds at Char Sadah also includes a large number of slabs 
exhibiting crucifixion. All this establishes that Char Sadah 
had become an important centre of Christianity in the mid 
first century A.D. 

Among the famous relics found at Taxila is an inscription 
in Aramaic, mentioning construction of a palace of cedar and 
ivory by a foreign carpenter, who was pious devotee of the 
Son of God.” The inscription reads as under: 


Dear foreign carpenter, 
Pious devotee of the Son of God, 
Built this palace of cedar and ivory, 


For the king. 


In the inscription, priya means dear, rideshiya means a foreig- 
ner, nagruda means a Carpenter, and Rudradeva means the Son 
of God.” 

It is mentioned ‘in several historical works that Gonda- 
phares desired of Thomas to builda palace for him. The 
Apostle promised to complete the work within six months but 
expended all money givento him in alms-giving. When the 
king asked him to account for it, he explained that he was 
building a place for the kingin heaven, not with hands but 
which was everlasting. 


He preached with such zeal and grace that the king, his 
brother Gad, and multitudes of the people embraced the 
faith. Many signs and wonders were wrought by the 
holy apostle.*4 


We have succeeded in obtaining information about the presence 
of Jesus Christ at Taxila at the marriage ceremony in the 
royal family of Gondaphares. As the incident is of vital im- 
portance, let us quote fully: 


‘And the king requested the grooms-man to go out of the 
bridal chamber. And when all the people had gone out, 
and the door of the bridal chamber was closed, the 
bride-groom raised up the curtain, that he might bring 
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the bride to himself. And he saw our Lord, in the like- 
ness of Judas, who was standing and talking with the 
bride. 

And the bridegroom said to him: 

Lo, thou didst go out at first; how art thou still here 2 
Our Lord saith to him: 

J am not Judas, but I am the brother of Judas. 

And our Lord sat down on the bed, 

and let the yound people sit down on the chairs, 

And began to say to them.”® 


The above conclusively proves the presence of Jesus Christ at 
Taxila. The incident is also given in the Acta Thomas, which 
is reproduced here: 

“Thomas after the ceremonies left the place. 

The bride-groom lifted the curtain, which separated him 

from the bride. 

He saw Thomas, as he supposed, conversing with her. 

Then he asked in surprise: 

How canst thou be found here? 

Did I not see thee go out before all? 

And the Lord answered: 

I am not Judas Thomas, but his brother. 
As the marriage ceremony was performed in 49 A.D. it is an 
established fact that Jesus Christ had reached Taxila at the 
period. 


9996 


Statue of Thomas 


While describing the statues found in cell 29, Marshall who 
excavated these antiquities at Taxila, says that the dress and 
bearded head of a peculiarly distinctive style proves him to be 
a foreigner. All the figures in the group are shown bare footed 
except the central figure, which appears to have sandles’ This 
Particular bearded figure has a peaked cap of a Syrian 
traveller, tunic to the knees, as was worn in Syria, and strangely 
enough, boots with out laces or latchets. This figure has 
definite and distinctive Jewish features.” 

It is dueto their dress and physical features that these 
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statues have been termed as the statues of foreigners.°® These 
were found at Julian, Taxila, where an Assyrian type ofa 
monastery was built by Jullian, who accompanied Thomas, 
during his travels to India. Near this monastery, there existed 


the palace of the king Gondaphares. From the palace, an 


Aramaic inscription has been excavated giving some little infor- 
mation about the pious carpenter, a disciple of the Son of 


‘God, who constructed it from cedar and ivory. 


All these hints lead us to the conclusion that the figure with 
a peacked cap is none except Thomas, the Apostle of the Son 
of God. 

Just as some of the statues excavated at Taxila have been 
‘termed as those of foreigners, on the same consideration the 
figures on the stone slabs, found at Khurhom, in the Lolab 
valley of Kashmir, have been termed as those of foreigners. 


Mary the Mother 


Mary, the mother of Jesus commands much respect among 
the Christians. One reason is that she agreed to conceive 
Jesus and thus helped God to manifest Himself in flesh in this 
world. As Jesus was considered an incarnation of God, Thomas 
addressed him as “My Lord and my God.®® Leaving aside my- 
thology, we can assign another reason to the greatness of 
Mary. She not only nourished Jesus like other mothers but 
also took great pains to get him educated by the Essenes in 
Eeypt. At the feast of the Passover at Jerusalem, when Jesus 
is lost to his parents, she feels much worried and searches bim 
from place to place. When, at last she finds him, she says: 
‘Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 

The Gospels do not provide us with full information about 
Mary her role during the Ministery of Jesus. Like every mother, 
She, feels perturbed over his ministery.1° She is present 
at the wedding at Cana and tells Jesus that there is no wine for 
the guests.1°1 Then we find her at the time of crucifixio®, 


‘when Jesut titles her as the mother of humanity. 


When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 
And the disciple standing by, 
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Whom he loved, 
He saith unto his mother, 
Woman, 
Behold they son! 
Then saith he to the disciple, 
Behold thy mother.1” 
The above would show that Mary was given the title of the 
mother of the all mankind by Jesus who addressed her as. 
woman but told his disciple that she was the mother. We are 
also informed that Mary was presentin the meeting at Jeru- 
salem, when Matthias was in cluded in the group of Apostles.’ 
After the resurrection, she accompained Jesus Christ, on 
a long journey towards the East. According to the Gospel of 
Philip, both she and Mary Magdalene accompanied him. In 
about 49 A.D. they seem to have reached Taxila. Due toa 
political upheavel, when the Kushans attacked the region for 
establishment of their supremacy, Jesus had to flee towards the 
adjoining hills. Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ died on the 
} way, and was buried at a place called Mari then and now as 
| Muree.1°* Researches conducted about the resting place of 
Mary, the mother, it transpires that she is buried on the hiil of 
Murree.1°5 The place was known as Mari till 1875, when the 
spellings were changed to Murree. The tomb is described as 
Mai-Mari-de-Asthan, or, the resting place of Mother Mary." 
Mumtaz Ahmad Farouqi, who has conducted exhaustive: 
researches on the Tomb of Mary, has prepounded that: 
Mary belonged to the priestly class of the Israeli 
it was befiting that she should be buried on the top of 
ahill. According to the local tradition, the Tomb is the 
resting place of Mother Mary. 
The shrine has been worshipped by the Hindus in the past, 
and the Muslims make their offerings and lit up earthen 
lamps, filled up with oil, on Thursdays. In 1898, Richard- 
son, the Garrison Engineer, wished to demolish the tomb, 
at the time of the construction of the defence tower. 
Shortly afterwards he died in an accident, and the locals. 
cannect the incident with his evil intentions towards 
the tomb. The grave, which, is still facing East has been 
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repaired now. In 1931 A.D. the Commandant has made 
a complaint to the Municipal Committee that a red flag 
with a white circle in the centre had been planted by 
some one at the site. Further investigations conducted 
by the Revenue authorities that the site was an ancient 
historical rmonument, to which local populace, both 
Hindus and Muslims have offered homage sizce times,2°7 


It is a fact that popular local tradition provide vaiuable assis- 
stance in researches, and can be accepted as supplimenting the 
historical records. In the present case, when ancient documents 
are not available, we have no option, but to accept the local 
tradition, which emphasises that the site is known as the rest- 
ing place of Mother Mary. Inthe interest of research, it is 
demanded that the grave be opened and the remains put to 
Scientific tests, so that the issue is resolved. Till then, we will 
have no option but to believe that Mary Magdalene is buried 
at Kashgar and Mary the Mother is buried at Murree. 


The Valley of Kashmir 


___ The valley of Kashmir has been described as the paradise 
on earth by many famous writers. It is bounded by Himalayas 
and its rocks range in age to earliest palaeozoic period. The 
discovery of a massive flake, a crude hand axe and stone tools, 
in the valley have proved the existence of well stratified 
deposites dating to back glacial periods. Itcan be said that 
the valley of Kashmir may have been the repository of earliest 
human cultures. Traces of middle palaeolithic and Neolithic 
cultures have been found in Kashmir. The later culture can be 
Placed between 2500 B.C. The Neolithic culture of Kashmir 
has close affinity with the similar cultures discovered in Italy 
and Central Asia. The etymology of Kashmir is attributed to 
the name of the valley given by its inhabitants as Kasheer- 
‘The people call themselves as Kushur. It is also claimed that 
many tribes settled in the valley during pre-historic times and 
Prominent among these was the Kassites or Kush tribe, who 
have founded the habitations with appelations of Kush, such 
as Kashan in Iran, Kashgar in Central Asia and Hindo-Kush 
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in Afghanistan. This tribe belonged to the sons of Cush, who 
were ordered to migrate to the land of fat pastures. The 
Kushans founded their empire in the first century A.D. and 
held the fourth Buddhist Council in Kashmir. Prior to the 
advent of Christianity, the Buddhists had established their 
viharas, right up from Kashmir to Iran, Syria and the Dead 
Sea. 


The Silk Route 


During the ancient world, the countries in the South West 
Asia, formed one compact unit. During the 6th century B.C. 
Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and some regions of the Northern 
India formed part of the Achaemenian dominion of Cyrus and 
Darius. The people living in this vast tract of land, had 
close links by way of trade, commerce and culture. 

Prior to the advent of Jesus Christ, Egypt, Iran Afghanistan 
and Kashmir were connected by the Silk Route. During the 
life time of Jesus the high-way had the followlng stages: 


Jarusalem (Hierosolyma)-Bostra-Damascus-Palmyra-Edes- 
sa-Nisseus (Nisibis)-Herat-Bamiyan-Kabul-Khybar-Taxila- 
Muree-Chitral-Gilgit-Bandipur-Kashmir. 
From Herat another route lay to Balkh-Badakshan-Ladakh- 
Kashmir. ; 

It may be mentioned that the valley of Kashmir, though 
secluded and surrounded by mountains is located in the region 
where West, East, South and Central Asia meet. It a - 
important link in the communication = at the hub o 
Asia, centripetally uniting all its realms. : 

From oh ant mi the valley of Kashmir had established 
commercial relations with Afghanistan, Iran and Central i 
countries. Its capital lay on the Silk Route, which connecte 
East with West. Many centuries before the advent of Jesus 
Christ, the armies of the Greeks, penetrated into North India 
and the Indus basin through land routes of the past. So it 15 
no wonder that any traveller could not reached Kashmir from 
Palestine. These tracks and routes were in existence through 
all time, and were used by emigrants, traders and pilgrims. 
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Herodotus knew the people of Kaspira or Kashmir, long before 
the first century A.D.111 Seven centuries before Christ, the Jews 
had been transported in the North West of Indian and Central 
Asia, who had established small centres of civilization and. 
trade in these regions including Kashmir. 


Dispersion of Jews: 


Dispersion of the Jews started with the fall of Samaria in 
721 B.C. After that they went on migrating towards jhe East 
and settled in far off lands. They settled in Bamyian, Bukhara, 
Samakand, Khorasan, Kashmir and Kashgar. Some of their 
remanents even reached Western China.!22 
_ It is a historical fact that the Aryans and the Semites 
intermingled during their dispersion in about 2000 B.C. Some 
of the Semite tribes Teached the Western Borders of the Indus 
valley. But it was during the period of the Assyrian empire 
that intimate commercial contacts were established with Iran, 
and Gandhara, which included Kashmir also. At the time. 
Media extended its Sway, right upto borders of Chitral, inter- 
communications between India and the Middle-East had far 
developed. During the reign of Cyrus the Great, the whole 
Tegion from Thebas in Egypt to Taxila in the Punjab came 
under the domination of the Persians. With the extension of 
the Persian empire by Darios, right upto the North-western 
regions of India, the valley of Kashmir, incluidng Hunza, Nagar 
and Chitral came under direct Control of the Persians. Invasion 
of Alexander the Great and his stop at Jehlum, proves that he 
was fully acquainted with the age old routes from Mesopotamia 
to the Punjab. His successors established small kingdom in the 
North-Western regions of India and the Greeks over ruled 
Kashmir. The Greeks continued in Kathmir right upto the 
1.A.D. when the Power was snatched by the Kushans. 


It may be pointed out that the Mediterranean people started 
moving and spreading towards East, North and West, in the 
beginning of the Neolithic age. One branch migrated towards 


North-west of India sub-continent. This gigantic race move- 
ment started around 5000 B.C. 


— 
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This physical type forms the basis of the inhabitants, in the 
region. Skeltons found at Mohenjo-daro and Harapa in 
Pakistan, include representatives of the aborlginal stock as well 
aslong headed Mediterraneans, who migrated from Mesopot- 
amia. This type is common in Iran, Afghanistan and certain 
other regions in the north west of India.114 Broadly speaking, 
Kashmiris come under the broad heading of Causcasiods. 
Ethnologically, they fit in under the Mediterraneans of 
Armenoid and Nordic type. 


The Kashmiri Jews: 


Most of the Afghan tribes are the descendents of the Jewish 
tribes. They lived as Jews till they were converted by the 
Muslims during the days of Khalid.1!® Ethnologically, 
the overwhelming inhabitants of Afghanistan are the descen- 
dents of the lost tribes of Israel.’2° 


‘As centuries passed, these ancient tribes of Israel were 
succeeded in power by Islam and the rule of ten wooneie 
was broken. Directly and indirectly, the broad anats ° 
population was coerced to Islamic faith. Despite these 
changes a segment of population between Iran and 
Kashmir js still called Bani Israel, meaning the sons of 
Israel. Even today in the eastern areas from Afghanistan 
to Kashmir, in more then 350 instances, places and geo 
bear names which originate in, or derive from the Ol 
Testament of the Hebrews.11’ 


During ancient period, the valley of Kashmir was a 
by various tribes. Among the prominent tribes a ee 
been made of the Nagas, the Pishachas, the Sakas, the Gandha 
ras, the Khasas and the Tunganas.1"* ; 

Most of these tribes were not the original inhabité su 
valley but come from the North and the West. It is poss 
that some of the Jewish tribes might have settled in the valley 
also. This is more probable, when Al-Beruni is definite tn 
Stating: 


The Kashmiris are particularly anxious about the ence 
defences of their country. They keep strong vi8l an 
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hold on the passes and routes leading into it. In the 
former times, they used to allow one or two foreigners to 
enter their country, particularly the Jews.11° 


According to Jesuit Catrou, the author of the History of the 
Mughal Empire, published in 1708, the Kashmiris are the 
descendents of the Jewish tribes, which came out of Jsrael. 
They built an edifice on a high mountain near Srinagar, which 
is still known as the Throne of Solomon.22° Another author 


also writes that the people of Kashmir are the children of 
Israel! Bernier wrote in 1644 as under: 


There are many marks of Judaism to be found in this 
country. One entering the kingdom, the inhabitants in 
the frontier villages struck me as resembling Jews.1*2 


The Kashmiris are of a tall, robust frame of body, with 
manly features; the women, full formed and handsome with 
aquilline noses and features resembling the Jews,°* Their 
physical and ethnic character has always struck observant 
visitors to the valley and they have universally connected them 
with the Jews.124 Kash or Cush, the overlord of one Jewish 
tribe, seems to be the main tribe which migrated to Kashmir. 
During their travel when they reached Nishapur in Iran, they 
founded the village of Kashmar; when in Bokhara, they founded 
a village named Kash; in Samarkand, they founded the villages 
of Kashband. Kashania, and after having fonnded Kashgar, 
they came to Kashmir, and named it Kashir, or the country 
of the Kash tribe,}25 

Jesus Christ had spoken of the Jews as the children of God 
that had scattered abroad, and he wanted Jo seek, and save 
the lost sheep of Israel. Therefore, there is no wonder, that 
he proceeded towards the East, and reached Kashmir. 


Shall-Vahana 


Alexander the Great set out towards the East in about 
327 B.C. At that time, the valley of Kashmir formed part of 
Gandhara, with Taxila as its capital. After his return, the 
Greek soldiers and generals, scattered themselves in the North- 
- Western regions of India and established small kingdoms 10 
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Chitral, Afghanistan, Hazara and Kashmir. Here and there 
we find evidence; archaeclogical and numismatic, which prove 
the fact of the Greck rule in various regions of the North-West 
India. Similarly, we find eleven Greek rulers, who held away 
over Kashmir.?*° 

Kadphises I, made himself the master of Northern India in 
about 60 A.D. and his vicesoy, Kaniska, subjugated the valley 
of Kashmir, some time later 73 A.D)?” It was during this 
period that Shali-Vahana of Kashmir appeared on the scene as 
a champion of the Brahmanas, against the Indo-Scythians.’”* 

He succeeded in defeating the foreigners and in order to 
commemorate his voctory, introduced a new era after his name. 
Known as the Shali-Vabana Era, it was introduced on the 
first Baisakh 3179 Kalyugi Era, corresponding to the 14th 
March, 78 A.D.1°° 


Jesus Christ and the Kashmiri King 


The most important information about the arrival of Jesus 
Christ in the valley of Kashmir, and his meeting with the king 
of Kashmir, has been recorded for posterity by Sutta in his 
famous Sanskrit work, entitled, Bhavisya-maha-purana, written 
in 319] Laukik era, correspponding to 115 A.D. Shali-Yahana, 
ruled over the valley of Kashmir and other mountaineous 
region of the Himalayas, during 39-50 A.D. At the time of 
his succession, the valley and the other parts of his kingdom 
witnessed attacks by the neighbouring tribes from China, 
Parthia, Bactria, and Sinkiang. These hordes were defeated 
by him but they left after looting his kingdom. Thus, 
he succeeded in demarcating the boundaries between the Aryans 
aud the non-Aryans. Sutta, further records that the king 
-during his travels in the Himalayas, met a saintly person, Ae 
Wyien, who was fair in colour and wore Lie hg e 
the ki uired about his name, the saint replied: or 

meena as the Son of God and born of a virgin. 
The saint also told him that he had suffered at the a oi 
wicked, for he preached human beings to serve the Lor - ‘ 
further informed the king that his name has been establishe 
as Isa-Masiha. 


204 The Fifth Gospel 


The above information clearly reveals about the meeting of 
Jesus with Shali-Vahana, the king of Kashmir. None except 
Jesus Christ is known as the Son of God and none except him 
is known to have born of a virgin. Secondly, Jesus Christ is 
known as Isa-Masih in the East, even at present. He is also- 
remembered as Yusu-Masih. The above information being very 
archaic and important is translated as under: 

“In the mean-while, Shali-Vahana, the grandson of 
Vikrama-Ditya laid hold on the kingdom of his father. He 
defeated the invincible Shakas (Scythians) and fought off the 
hordes from Cheen (China), Tatari (Tartar), Balhika (Bactria), 
Kamrupa (Parthia), Roma (Rome) and Khura (Khurasan). 
He took possession of their treasures, and those who deserved 
punishment were punished. He defined the boundaries between 
the Aryans and the Mleechas (Amalekites), declaring this side 
of the Sindhu (Indus) as the country of the Aryans. This. 
Tighteous king demarcated the habitat of the Mleechas 
(Amalekites) beyond the Sindhu (Indus). 

One day the king of the Shakas (Scythians) came to 
Himatunga (Himalaya). This King who was very powerful, 
saw in the mountains of Wien, a distinguished person wearing. - 
white robes. “Who are you?” asked the king, and the person 
replied in a pleasant manner: 

“Knew me as Ishvara-putaram (the Son of God), 
Kanya-garbam (Born of the womb of a virgin), 
Being given to the truth, 

And penances: 


I preached the religion to the Mleechas (Amalekites) 


After hearing this, the king asked: “Which Teligion do you 
preach?” He answered: 


“When the truth had vanished, 
And all bounds of Propriety were crossed; 
In the land of the Mleechas (Amalekites): 
I appeared as Isha-Masih (Jesu Messiah). 


I received the Messiah-hood, (Christ-hood) 
In the land of Mleechas: 
“T saith unto them; 
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Remove all mental and bodily impurities, 

Recite the revealed prayer thruthfully, 

Pray in the right manner, 

Repeat within your heart the name of our Lord God 

Meditate upon Him whose abode is in the sun! 
«When I appeared in the Mleecha country: 

The wicked and the guilty underwent pain through my 

works; 

But, they made me to suffer at their hands. 
“J say unto thee: 

In truth all power rests with the Lord, 

The sun is in the centre; 

While the cosmos is the contraction of the moving 

elements; 

And the elements, the sun and God are for ever. 
“Perfect, pure and blissful trame of God 

Has entered into my heart: 

Thus my name has been established, 

And promulgated as Isha-Masih! 


After having heard this from the lips of the distinguished 
person, the king returned, making obeisance to him”) 

The above is the correct translation of the verses from the 
ancient Sanskrit work, entitled Bhavishya-maha-purana, which 
was written in 115 A.D. In it we are told that Shali-Vahana, 
the king of Kashmir met Jesus Christ at Wien, which place 
still exists near Srinagar, Kashmir. Jesus is always mentioned 
in the East as Yusu- Masih or Isa-Masih, and all those who do 
not profess Hinduism are termed as Mleechas. The authenticity 
of this ancient manuscript has been dealt-with in the chapter 
on sources. However, it may be noted that the manuscript 
provides most authentic information. Here, Jesus Christ is 
said to have referred to his sufferings at the hands of the 
Amalekites, who are termed as Mleechas by the author of the 
above Sanskrit work. It is also noteworthy that *Jesus Christ 
clearly reveals that he known as the Son of God and born of 
a virgin and that he was sent as Messiha to the country of the 
Amalekites. He also informs the king that he taught, love, 


204 The Fifth Gospel 


The above information clearly reveals about the meeting of 
Jesus with Shali-Vahana, the king of Kashmir. None except 
Jesus Christ is known as the Son of God and none except him 
is known to have born of a virgin. Secondly, Jesus Christ is 
known as Isa-Masih in the East, even at present. He is also. 
remembered as Yusu-Masih. The above information being very 
archaic and important is translated as under: 

“In the mean-while, Shali-Vahana, the grandson of 
Vikrama-Ditya laid hold on the kingdom of his father. He 
defeated the invincible Shakas (Scythians) and fought off the 
hordes from Cheen (China), Tatari (Tartar), Balhika (Bactria),. 
Kamrupa (Parthia), Roma (Rome) and Khura (Khurasan). 
He took possession of their treasures, and those who deserved 
punishment were punished. He defined the boundaries between 
the Aryans and the Mleechas (Amalekites), declaring this side 
of the Sindhu (Indus) as the country of the Aryans. This. 
tighteous king demarcated the habitat of the Mleechas 
(Amalekites) beyond the Sindhu (Indus). 

One day the king of the Shakas (Scythians) came to 
Himatunga (Himalaya). This King who was very powerful, 
saw in the mountains of Wien, a distinguished person wearing. - 
white robes. “Who are you?” asked the king, and the person 
replied in a pleasant manner: 

“Knew me as Ishyara-putaram (the Son of God), 
Kanya-garbam (Born of the womb of a virgin), 
Being given to the truth, 

And penances: 

I preached the religion to the Mleechas (Amalekites) 


After hearing this, the king asked: “Which religion do you- 
preach?” He answered: 


“When the truth had vanished, 
And all bounds of Propriety were crossed; 
In the land of the Mleechas (Amalekites): 
I appeared as Isha-Masih (Jesu Messiah). 
I received the Messiah-hood, (Christ-hood) 
In the land of Mleechas: 

“T saith unto them; 
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Remove all mental and bodily impurities, 

Recite the revealed prayer thruthfully, 

Pray in the right manner, 

Repeat within your heart the name of our Lord God 

Meditate upon Him whose abode is in the sun! 
“When I appeared in the Mleecha country: 

The wicked and the guilty underwent pain through my 

works; 

But, they made me to suffer at their hands. 
“J say unto thee: 

In truth all power rests with the Lord, 

The sun is in the centre; 

While the cosmos is the contraction of the moving 

elements; 

And the elements, the sun and God are for ever. 
“Perfect, pure and blissful frame of God 

Has entered into my heart: 

Thus my name has been established, 

And promulgated as Isha-Masih! 


After having heard this from the lips of the distinguished 
person, the king returned, making obeisance to him’’.1°° 

The above is the correct translation of the verses from the 
ancient Sanskrit work, entitled Bhavishya-maha-purana, which 
was written in 115 A.D. In it we are told that Shali-Vahana, 
the king of Kashmir met Jesus Christ at Wien, which place 
still exists near Srinagar, Kashmir. Jesus is always mentioned 
in the East as Yusu- Masih or Isa-Masih, and all those who do 
not profess Hinduism are termed as Mleechas. The authenticity 
of this ancient manuscript has been dealt-with in the chapter 
on sources. However, it may be noted that the manuscript 
provides most authentic information. Here, Jesus Christ is 
said to have referred to his sufferings at the hands of the 
Amalekites, who are termed as Mleechas by the author of the 
above Sanskrit work. It is also noteworthy that ‘Jesus Christ 
clearly reveals that he known as the Son of God and born of 
a virgin and that he was sent as Messiha to the country of the 
Amalekites. He also informs the king that he taught, love, 
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truth and purity but suffered at the hands of the wicked. His 
statement that the Lordisin the centre of the sun and the 
elements and that God and the sun shall exist for ever, hints 
towards the ordered system of the cosmos, 

After having defeated the Scythians and the other invaders, 
Shali-Vahana, introduced a new era, in the Kulyugi year; 3139 
which corresponds to 78 A.D. He had to leave for further 
conquests and it is probable that the above meeting between 
him and Jesus Christ might have taken place in the same year, 
or prior to 78 A.D. 


Spirit of God 


Jesus Christ, was the Spirit of God, who assumed the name 
of Yuz-Asaph in Kashmir,151 

This tradition has been inherited by the Muslims from the 
Hindus of ancient times, who also believed that Jesus came to 
Kashmir and settled here. Here Jesus disclosed his identity to 
the king of Kashmir in the following words. 


“Iam known as the Son of God and born of a virgin. 


As I have preached love, truth and purity of heart, Iam 
called Messiah.122 


His Ministry in Kashmir 


the repairs of a temple dedicated to Solomon. He got inscribed 
the following verses on the stone pillers of Takhat-Sulaiman. 


Yuz-Asaph, the Yusu of the tribes of Israel proclaimed 
his prophethood, in the year 54, 


The translation from the Persian history of Kashmir of the 
relevant pages is given below: 


The new king assumed the name of Gopananda and 
Started his rule in the valley of Kashmir. During his 
reign, many temples were built and repaired. He invited 
Sulaiman from Persia for repairs of the cracked dome, 
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existing on the top of Mount Solomon. The Hindus 
raised objections saying that ‘as he was not a Hindu but 
followed the other religion, he could not repair the 
sacred temple. During this very period, Yuz-Asaph 
arrived from Bait-ulMugaddas (Holy Land) and _pro- 
claimed his prophethood in the Wadi-a-Aqdas (Holy 
Valley). He absorbed himself in prayers, day and night, 
and was very pious and saintly. He called upon the 
people to follow the words of God and many became his 
disciples. The king requested him to bring the people 
on the right path. 
Having completed the repairs of the dome, in the year 
54, Sulaiman got engraved inscriptions onthe stones of 
the stairs as under: 
During the this period, Yuz-Asaph proclaimed his 
prophethood. 
He was Yusu, the prophet of the children of Israel. 
I have seen in a book of the Hindus that this Prophet 
was really Isa, the Spirit of God, on whom be peace 
and salutations. He assumed the name of Yuz-Asaph 
and spent his life in-the valley. After his demise, he was 
laid to rest in the tomb at Anzmar. It is also said that 
the rays of prophethood used to emanate from the tomb 
of this Prophet.’’?** : 
According to the author, Jesus Christ proclaimed his ministry 
in Kashmir, in the year 54, and the event is engraved on the 
stones of the stairs to the dome of Solomon. It may be 
mentioned that this ancient edifice was repaired several times 
after its repairs by Sulaiman. It was also repaired during the 
reign of Sultan Zain-ul-abidin, in the year 874 A.D. when 
four pillars were added to its dome. It was under his directions 
that the earlier inscriptions were translated into Persian and 
engraved on 4 pillars. These revised inscriptions were recorded 
by a Kashmiri historian as under: 
Mason of this pillar is Bihisti Zargar: : 
year 54, Khaja Rukun son of Mirjan errected this pillar. 
Yuz-Asaph proclaimed his prophethood; year 54. He is 
Yusu, the Prophet of the Children of Jsrae}.3** 
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‘These inscriptions were intact upto the end of the 19th century 
but have been mutilated now. The photograph of only two 
lines are available at present.1°5 

It is interesting to note that the year in the inscriptions 
is given as 54. As the inscriptions were translated into 
Persian from the original, we have to find out the exact equilent 
to the year 54. The Kashmiris used the Laukika Era during 
ancient times, which began in 3076 B.C. 

Accordingly; the year 3154 of the Laukika Era would cor- 
respond to 78 A.D. The year mentioned in the inscriptions 
was engraved as 54, which in reality is 3154, which can rightly 
be calculated as 78 A.D. Itis thus evident that Jesus Christ 
proclaimed his ministry in Kashmir in the year 78 A.D. 


Preaching 


Some information though scanty but significant is availa- 
ble about Jesus Christ in Kashmir. It is reported that people 
came together unto him; the rich and the poor, for blessings 
and guidance. Jesus said unto them: 

Listen: 

I say unto thee, 

The words of wisdom, 

And truth; 

Ye may be able to make distinction, 
Between right and wrong. 

Indeed this is the religion of those, 
Unto whom the words of God come. 
Whosoever shall discared righteousness, 
Shall not enter heaven,1%¢ 


Jesus had once said that those, who are persecuted for righte- 
ousness shall enter the kingdom of heaven.157 He repeats the 
same sermon in Kashmir. He had also said that those who 
hear the word of God, and keen it, are blessed.1°8 
Here, Jesus asks people to make distinction between right and 
‘wrong, and thus keep the word of God. 

Listen; 

I say unto thee; 
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Seek ye the kingdom of heaven, 

Rather than that of the world; 

Woe unto the seekers of the world, 

For they shall perish.?°° 


Here Jesus Christ asks to seek the kingdom of God.!"° 
At another place, he gave the following sermon; 


Verily, 
I say unto thee; 
Death keeps no time; 
For the hour has come, 
And the birds have no power, 
Over their enemies; 
Save ye with faith.” 
it has been written in the ancient scriptures that those who do 
not seek God, they shall be put to death.1* No one has 
power on the day of death, nor to retain spirit over the 
spirit.14° 
I say unto thee; 
So long there is light ye travel, 
Keep your good deeds secret, 
Last these be for show only. 
Blessed are they; 
For they know, 
That they shall be treated in the same way.1*4 
The following statement is artributed to Jesus: 
“My food is fasting, my natural condition is fear, my 
dress a sack made from wool. My hearth is the sun in 
winter, my light in the night is the moon, my conveyance 
is my feet, my food the berries of the forest. WhenI go 
to sleep, I have nothing with me; when I rise I am empty- 
handed. None is richer than me on the earth. r 
I advise you to concentrate your thoughts upon God, 
and lead a detached life. If you have a towering aspita- 
tion to meet God, concentrate upon Him. ; : 
Remember; If one employs all energy to attain an aim 
With clear thoughts, even a thorn may be turned into a 
rose garland.”’145 =a 
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According to Jesus, we will receive due reward of our works, 
He advised people to keep away from worldly desires and do 
good. He says, 


I say unto thee; 

Shun worldly desires, 

And give up anger, 

And back-biting, 

And keep your hearts pure.!4é 


Prable 


A prable isa narration of some event, adopted to teach 

a moral lesson. Jesus taught in parables in a most characteri- 
stic and striking way.'*7 In the New Testament, we find many 
parables which deal with loftiest spiritual truth. Here is one 
such prable, which he gave to the common people: 

Behold: 

When a sower goes to sow, 

And sows: 

Some seeds fall by the wayside, 

And are devoured by the birds. 

Some seeds fall upon the stray land, 


And reach the stoney foundation, 
and wither away 

And some fall among thorns, 
And grow not. 


And the seeds which fall on good land, 

Grows, 

And brings forth fruit. 
Here Jesus repeats the prable 
Testament.1 - But the 
goes on further as under: 


of the sower given in the New 
prable which he taught in Kashmir 


By the sower is meant the wise; 

By the seeds is meant his words of wisdom; 
The seeds Picked up by the birds, 

Means those who do not understand. 

By the seeds on the stoney ground, 

Means words of wisdom not heeded. 
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By the seeds thrown on throne is meant, 
Those who understand but do not comply. 
By the seeds which fall on good ground, 
Means those who understand. 

Obey, 

And follow.1*° 


Crucifixion 


Isana lived at Ishbar on the banks of Dal Lake in Srinagar, 
Kashmir. He was a saint of great repute and his preachings 
were heard by all, and he had many devotees. One of his 
chief disciples, Samadhi-mati was ordered by the king of 
Kashmir to be imprisoned for ten years. But after some time,’ 
he was put on the cross. Isana, came and saw three sentences 
written’on the forehead of Samadhi-mati: 


This man will lead a life of poverty: 
After ten years imprisonment; 

He will be put on the stake; 

After resurrection, shall be the king.1°° 


When Samdhi-mati was put on the stake, the crowds 
witnessed his crucifixion. During night, fairies came and 
danced around his corps. Isana felt sad and sat near the site. 
On the third day, Samadhi- mati came to life. The multitude 
saw him in amazement. and offered him the throne of 
Kashmir. He refused to accept this offer, but when the people 
insisted, he accepted to be their king. ; 

The extraordinary event as described in the ancien 
historical work is reproduced here: 

This king had a adviser called Samdhi-mati; 
The greatest of sages, 

Who was distinguished by his wonderful life, 
And devotion to Shiva. 

The wicked raised the king’s hatred 

Against that trusted advisor, 

By telling him, ; 

Beware of this person of wonders.” 

Full of wrath, 


t Sanskrit 
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The king banished him, 
And reduced him, 
To life long poverty. 
There spread a mysterious report, 
From house to house, 
Which declared, 
To Samdhi-mati will belong the kingdom.1°1 
Troubled by apprehensions. 
The king threw Samadhi-mati in prison, 
There he pined 
With his legs tormented by cruel fetters. 
The above quoted verses reveal that Samdhi-mati was one 
of the greatest of sages, who was distinguished by his wonderful 
life and devotion to God. The wicked raised the King’s hatred 
against him. There spread a mysterious report among the 
people: ‘To Samdhi-mati will belong the kingdom’. Accord- 
ingly, the king got troubled by apprehensions and ordered 
chaining of the saint, whose legs tomented by cruel fetters. 
Then the king ordered: 
Samdhi-mati be put on the stake; 
At night, 
By savage executioners.152 
When the news 
Reached Isana, 
The heart of this self-controlled person, 
Broke away from control. 
He proceeded 
To the place of execution; 
To perform funeral rites . 
For this suffering mar, 
He found him, 
Reduced to a skelton; 
At which 
The wolves tore away, 
His flesh, 
Held fast by the bones, 
Fixed under the foot, 
‘Of the stake. 
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The above verses show that the king ordered that the 
apostle be crucified. Accordingly, he was put on the stake at 
night by the savage executioners. When Isana heard the news, 
his heart broke away and he proceeded to the site of execution. 
There he found the skelton and his flesh held fast by bones. 
fixed under the feet of the stake. 


Keeping off the howling wolves; 
He carried away the skelton, 
On his forehead; 

The verse inscribed. 

He will have a life of poverty; 
Ten years imprisonment; 

Death on the stake; 

And still thereafter a throne.1** 
Thus he stayed, 

To see 

The fulfilment of the prediction, 
And watched the skelton. 

Then in the middle of the night 
While he was awake; 

Isana smelt 

A heavenly perfume of incense. 


The above reveals that Isana carried away the skelton of 
the saint. But on his forehead, he saw inscribed that he will 
have life after death. ‘Thus Jsana watched the fulfilment of 
the prediction. At night, the witches came with insence and 
heavenly ointments and the skelton was fitted up with all its 
limbs. 


He saw the witches, 

enveloped by a halo of light, 
the skelton in the midst 

being fitted up with all its limbs. 
He was covered by them; 

with heavenly ointments 

the spirit of Samahi-mati 

was put into his body.1° 

When the witches departed; 


oe 
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their voice was heard; 

He: who, 

When chosen by us, 

was jointed with a heavenly body; 

will be known on earth; 

on account of his noble character, 

as Arya-Raja or the prince of the Aryans.1*5 


The extra-ordinary event of crucifixion, tbe only instance 
recorded in the ancient history of Kashmir, merits serious 
attention, due to the fact the crucifixion of Jesus Christ has been 
that repeated here in Kashmir. It is also a strange coincidence 
that the dates of Samdhi-mati and Jasus Christ are also almost 
identicle. Further, both the personalities have strong resem- 
blances, with the result that this event has become a mystery.156 
It is also a strange coincidence that Jesus is called as Isa in the 
East. It is possible that Isana of Kashmir, who is spoken of 
as a great saint may he no other personality than Jesus Christ. 
It is also possible that his disciple may have been crucified in 
Kashmir, and may have obtained resurrection at the hands of 
Isa. The other alternative would be to presume that Isana 
and Samdhi-mati Arya-raja may be the same person, and 
Kalhana the historian may be confused, while recording the 
crucifixion of the this historical personality. This saint lived 
at Ishbar, meaning the place of Isa, which is still held in 
Teverance by a section of the people of Kashmir. This fact has 
been mentioned in various historical works of Kashmir.'®" 


Similarities 


We now recorded versions of the three crucifixions, which 

may be summarised in order to show similarities between them. 

My God, why hast thou forsaken me 

Many bulls have compassed me: 

For dogs have compassed me: 

The assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: 

They pierced my hands and my feet; 

But be not thou far from me, O Lord: 

O my strength, haste thee to help me: 
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I will declare thy name unto my brethren: 
For the kingdom is the Lords.1** 


This incident pertains to pre-Christ period and is narrated in 
the Old Testament. The second incident is reproduced from 
the New Testament: 


Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
They led him away to crucify him: 
They parted his garmenst: 
And they returned and prepared spices and ointmenist: 
Nicodemus came by nigth, 
And brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes: 
Then took they the body of Jesus: 
And wound it in linen clothes with the spices: 
At evening came Jesus and stood in the midst: 
And they worshipped him: 
Go ye into all the world and preach.” 


Now there is the third report of crucifixion, of post-Jesus 
period; 


There spread a mysterious report; 

To Samdhi-mati will belong the Kingdom; : 
Savage executioners put him on the stake at night: 
Isana found him reduced to a skelton: 

The wolves tore away his flesh from the bones: 

He smelt a heavenly perfume of incense: : 
The Yogins covered his body with heavenly Gintments} 
The spirit of Samdhi-mati was put into his body: 

The Yogins cried: 

He, who was joined with a heavenly body: 

Is chosen as the prince of the Aryans.1® 


It appears that all the three personalities, who were crucified, 


suffered a similar fate but ressurected after being put on ae 
cross. Inthe case of the last two personalities, ame! 
ointments were used; in the case of Jesus, by his a, ee 
in the case of Samdhi-mati, by the Yogins. It may be ae 
the above three personalities are one, and the same, hi — 
ate different Christs. In the Buddhist mythology, 
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the Buddha and then the becoming Buddhas, who are termed 
as Boddhi-sattavas. All of them belong to the order of Buddha. 
In the above mentioned case, it is possible that various per- 
sonalities belonging to the Order of Jesus Christ may have 
come to this world, at different times. 


Jesus and the Jews 


Jesus had claimed that he was the expected Messian but 
the Jews had rejected him. While the Jews considered them- 
selves as the chosen nation and their God as the God of Israel 
only, Jesus believed and preached universal brotherhood. He 
was dissident and as suchs they got him crucified. More over, 
Jesus had developed Strong links with the Essenes, who lived 
as ascetics around the Valley of Khirbet Qumran. Though out- 
wordly this monastic order was Jewish in character, they were, 
in reality, a broke-away group, who recognised as their head a 
“Teacher of Righteousness” instead of Moses. To the Jews, 
the Jesus of Nazareth was Not the Messiah, for whom they 
had looked during all these Centuries; rather he was their 
enemy, who had modified the Law. 

However, the messianic movement started by the Messiah 
or the Christ continued to gain ground, not only at Jerusalem 
but in the areas dominated by the Romans. Claudius, who 
was on the Roman throne from 41 A.D. to 54 A.D. had to 
“drove the Jews out of Rome who were rioting because of 
Chrestus.""1 This means that a Christian community did exist 
in Rome just after the departure of the Master. The apostles 
and their followers Spread the word beyond the Jewish com- 
munities to the Pagans, 


Peter Simon in India 


Jesus Christ had predicted that he would be denied thrice 
by Simon Peter. After he had given the new commandment, 
Simon Peter asked him as to where he will go, so that he could 
follow him. To this question Jesus Christ replied: 

Whither I go, 
Thou canst nor follow me now; 
But thou shalt follow me afterwards} 


Jesus Christ in the East 217 


The above prophesy clearly reveals that Jesus Christ had predi- 
cted that Simon Peter would follow him later on. As such, 
we chall have to find out as to what happened to Simon Peter 
after the crucifixion. 

Itisa fact that Simon Peter denied having known Jesus 
Christ and as he went out for safety, the cock crew. Whena 
maid saw him and said that he was one of the disciples, he 
again denied. But when he was pressed to reveal the truth, 
he swore that he never knew Jesus Christ, Thus, he denied 
having known Jesus Christ, thrice. But he had told a lie and 
when he thought as what he had done, he felt remorse and 
wept.!? Jesus had also predicted that he will build his church 
on the rock and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
Addressing Simon Peter, he had declared: 


And I will give unto thee 

The keys of the kingdom of heaven; 

And whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, 

Shall be bound in heaven; 

And whatsoever thou shalt toose on earth. 

Shall be loosed in heaven.1** 
It is significant that out of all his desciples, Jesus not only 
informed Simon Peter that he shall have to follow him at a 
later period but also gave him ‘the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven’. This would mean that Jesus Christ made him his 
successor. It is but natural that after the flight of Jesus Christ, 
his successor should follow him to distant lands. 

Soon after crucifixion, his disciples met together and Peter 
addressed them.!%> After that he started missionary work 
and added about three thousand converts to Christianity.’°° 
Both Peter and John preached in Jarusalem for some time with 
the result that the number of Christians rose to about five 
thousand.” Both of them were arrested and brought before 
the Jewish council. The priests admonished them and warned 
them not to ,speak in the name of the Lord. In the meanwhile, 
many including Barnabas, supported them morally and 
financially. Among others, who supported them was, Ananias, 
who sold his possessions and presented a part of the price 
before Peter.1°° 
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The apostels of Jesus Christ were presecuted by the Saddu- 
cees, and put in the common prison, But the angels by night 
opened the doors and set them free. They again started 
preaching in the name of Jesus Christ and were again 
brought before the council. They were again told to stop their 
activities but Peter and the other apostles said that they ought 
to obey God rather than men. The priests wanted to slay them 
but they were soved through the intervension of Gamaliel.1% 

After some time, Stephen was arrested and stoned to death. 
Peter went to Lydda and healed Aeneas, who was ill for eight 
years.1° Then he went to Joppa and restored Dorcas to life 
after death. Staying for some time there, he proceeded to 
Caesarea and converted Cornelius along with other people. It 
was shortly afterwards that James was killed and Peter Simon 
‘was imprisoned, under orders of Herod.?71 

But one night, an angel rescued him from the prison. Herod, 
in anger got the jail keepers killed for carelessness. Peter 
departed for Caesarea and lived there for some time. After 
that we hear of him at Antioch, when Paul rebukes Peter for 
not eating with the Gentiles.” 

Paul preached the doctrines among the Romans, the 
Corinthians, the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, the 
Colossians and the Thessalonians. Peter Simon attached 

much importance to the East and addressed himself to the 
Strangers scattered through-out Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, 
Cappadocia and Asia.1”2 Addressing the nations in the East 
he said: 

But ye are a chosen generation, 

A royal priesthood, 

A holy nation, 

A peculiar people; 

That ye should show forth the praises 
Of him who hath called you out 

Of darkness into him marvelous light; 
Which in time past were not a people, 
But are now the people of God: 
Which had not obtained mercy, 

But now have obtained mercy,174 
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While addressing the Asians, Pette Simon, praises them as 
the holy and chosen People. He also tells them that they were 
not on the right path earlier and they have now come to the 
right path and obtained mercy of God. It is significant that 
he tells them that it all has happened now when Jesus ‘hath 
called you out of darkness’. . 

He addresses the Asians from Babylon, which shows that 
his ultima thule is not in Europe but in Asia. In his second 
latter, he does not indicate the name of place, where from he 
wrote, but his first letter clearly reveals that he wrote from 
Babylon, in presence of Silvanus and Mark.1"> After this, 
nothing is known about the whereabouts of Peter. But it is 
evident that he should have followed Jesus Christ as predicted 
earlier.17® Later findings have revealed that like Thomas, Peter 
Simon also visited India and reached Taxila.!””_ In his research 
paper, Shaikh Abdul Qadir had drawn attention of the scholars 
toa bronz found by the Archaeological Survey of India at 
Char-saddha, a photo whereof has been published without 
identification.2”* 

-This bronz statue is an early specimen of Christian anti- 
quities in India. It represents Peter Simon, sitting on a chair, 
wearing royal attire. His beard and hair is thick and curly. 
He holds a key in one hand, while the other hand is up in the 
blessing mood. The statue is a masterpiece of Gandhara | Art. 
According to the western orientalists, this statue represents Peter 
Simon, who arrived in Gandhara after crucifixion.” : 

It may also be pointed out that the skeletal features, thick 
and heavy hair on head and face, and facial index prove that 
statue is of a person belonging to the Mediterranean group, 
‘belonging to the Mesolithic Natufians of Palestine. 


Demise 

s Christ is shrouded in 
leave this world, at the 
dto him along ages 


Like his advent, the demise of Jesu 
mystery. While the gospels make him 
age of 30, the oriental writers have assigne 
-extending from 115 years to 120 years. 

At the approach of death, he sent 
and expressed his last will to him, about ca 


for his disciple Babad, 
rrying on his 
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mission. He directed him to prepare a tomb for him, at 
the very place, he would breath his last. He then 
stretched his legs towards the West and kept his head to- 
wards the East, and passed away. May God bless him.}*° 

According to an another account, Jesus Christ left his 
mortal remains at the ripe age of 120 years.1%1 

His burrial ceremony was performed by Babad in the 
Jewish style.1* 

Who was this Babad, who was summoned by Jesus Christ, 
before his demise? Thomas was a twin brother of Jesus Christ, 
and his real name was Judas. His Acts Thomae in Syriac are 
known asthe Acts of Judas Thomae or the Acts of Judas the 
Twin. Juda is spoken as the brother of Jesus in the Gospels.18# 

Thomas in Aramaic, Didymus in Greek, Thomas in Syriac, 
Theom in Nestorian, and Tauam in Arabic, means the twin. 
It may be pointed out that Babad also means the twins who 
suck milk from the same mother,15! 


This speaks for reason as to why the another of the kanal- 
Ud-Din, speaks of Thomas as babad. 

Jesus Christ passed away inthe year 109 A.D. It wasa 
great mourning day for the Kashmiris of that period. According 
to Jewish custom, the body of the dead had to remain on the 
shelf, and after de-composition, the bones would be stored ina 
wooden or stone chest. No information is available on the 
issue, except that the sacred body of Jesus was laid in the 
sepulchre, according to the Jewish Style. 1&5 
the controversy, 


once for all, it is necessary to open the ground 
floor of the pre 


Sent tomb, and find out the sacred relic, which 
might be in a wooden, stone or earthern casket,1&6 

a A big tomb was raised onh 
of pilgrimage for all, whether Tich or poor. People came with 
offerings at the tomb and led prayers there,1®?7 Thomas, who 
had, always devoted his Jife to the services of Jesus Christ, felt 


very much breaved and left for Malabar to preach among the 
lost tribes there.18° Thomas 


India and established se 


ven churches there. He suffered 
martyrdom at Maelapur in 


Madras and is burried there. 


His disciples call themselves the Christians of St, Thomas- 


In order to settle: 


is grave and it became a place’ 


preached among the people of south. 
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and they solominize only two rituals of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. 


The Tomb of Yuz-Asaph 


The Tomb of Yuz-Asaph is situated in Anzimar, Khanyar. 
Srinagar, the summer capital of Kashmir. Srinagar, whieh 
means the city of the sun, is an ancient city. It is divided into 
parts, i.e. the old city and the new city and the tomb is situated 
inthe old city. The people of Kashmir call it Roza-bal, 
meaning the site of the tomb, and declare that it is a tomb of 
Yuz-Asaph. This prophet came to Kashmir 1900 years ago 
and preached in the same parables of Christ.1°° Popular local =i 
tradition connects it with the tomb of Jesus Christ.1° Some say 
it isthe tomb of the Prophet of ‘the people of the Book’l* 

In Bagh-i-Sulaiman, there is a poem about the Tomb of 
Yuz-Asaph, which is reproduced below: 


Here is the Tomb, so famous! 

Sepulture of the Prophet, 

So illuminating! 

Whosoever bows before it, 

Receives inner light, solace and contentment, 
According to a tradition there was a prince, 
Most accomplished, pious and great, 

Who received the Kingdom of God. 

He was faithful to the Lord. 

Who commanded him to be the Prophet, 
Through His grace he became the guide to the people, 
Of this valley of Kashmir. 

Hereis the tomb of that prophet 

Who is known as Yuz-Asaph.!™ 


Decree 1194—A.H] 

The Decree granted to the keeper of the Tomb, dated 1194 
A.H./1766 A.D. by the Grand Mufti of Kashmir declares that 
the tomb has two grave}, one of Yuz-Asaph sent as Prophet to 
the people of Kashmir during the reign of the King Gopadatta 
the other is of a descendent from the family of the Prophet of 
Islam.1° The translation of the decree is given a8 under: 
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THE SEAL OF THE JUSTICE OF ISLAM 


Present 


Claims That 


Prays That 


Verdict 


MULLA FAZIL 
1194-A.H. 


In this High Court of Justice, in the Department 
of Learning and Piety of the Kingdom. 


Rehman Khan, son of Amir Khan, submits that: 
the kings, the nobles, the ministers and the 
multitude come from all direction of the king- 
dom to pay their homage and offerings in cash 
and kind at the lofty and the holy shrine of 
Yuz-Asaph, the Prophet, may God bless him. 


he is the only and absolute claiment, entitled to 
receive the offerings and utilize these, and none 


‘ else has any right, whatsoever on these offer- 


ings. 


a writ of injunction be granted to all those who 
interfere and the others be restrained. from 
interfering with his rights, 


Now, this court after obtaining evidence, con- 
cludes as under: 

It has-been established that during the reign of 
Raja Gopadatta, who got built many temples 
and got repaired, especially, the Throne of 
Solomon on the hill of Solomon, Yuz-Asaph 
came to the valley, Prince by descent, he was 
pious and saintly, and had given up earthly 
Pursuits. He spent all his time in prayers and 
meditation’ The people of Kashmir, having 
become idolaters, after the great flood of Noah,’ 
the God Almighty, . sent Yuz-Asaph ‘as:a Pro- 
phet to-the people of. Kashmir. He ‘proclaimed 
oneness of God till-he passed away. - Yuz-Asaph 
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was burried at Khanyar on banks of the lake, 
and the shrine is known as Rozabal. 
In the year 871 A.H. Syed Nasir-ud-Din, a 
descendent of Imam Musa-Raza was also bur- 
ried besides the grave of Yuz-Asaph. 


Orders 

Since the shrine is visited by the devotees, both 
high and common and since the applicant 
Rahman Khanis the hereditary custodian of 
the Shrine, it is ordered that he be entitled to 
receive the offerings, made at the shrine as 
before, and no one else shall have any right to 
such offerings. Given under our hand, 11th 
Jamad-ud-Sani, 1184 A.H. 


Signed and sealed: 
Abdul Shakoor. 


Mulla Fazil 

Mohammad Azam. Mohammad Akbar. 
Hafiz Ahsan Ullah, Raza Akbar. 
Khizar Mohammad. Atta. 

Faqir Baba 


The above Decree granted by the High Court in Kashmir, pre- 
sided over by the Grand Mufti and other judges, clearly affirms 
that Yuz-Asaph was sent as a Prophet to the people of 


Kashmir. 


Architecture of the Tomb 


m bricks and mortar is raised 
The building is rectangular, 
Towards the East of the 


The present building built fro: 
on the ancient stone sepulchre. 
with an attached entrance chamber. 


structure lies the common grave-yard. 

The plinth of the present building, is in reality a rectangular 
structure enclosed by walls made of chiselled stone blocks of 
big size. Very recently, the ancient stone wallings have been 
plastered with cement, but the upper. portion of the original 
ill visible. | Its decorated 


door, for access to the crypt, is stil ile. 
‘ t. The cella is an ancient 
to it, is blocked now 


stones have been plastered with cemen 
structure decorated internally but access 
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by the road towards its West, which have arisen in the Past. 
There is also a small niche towards the North of this access 
door. This cella is the original sepulchre containing the 
remains of Yuz-Asaph. The stsucture above it, contains the 
following: 


Outer wooden sarcophagus, 

Inner wooden sarcophagus. 

Two artificial grave stones. 

One stone slab with carved foot prints. 
One retangular stone slab, or a grave stone 
One wooden cross. 

One wooden insence stand. 


RAPS ENS 


The entrance to the Tomb is from the South and the wooden 
door is elaborately carved. Strongely enough it depicts crosses. 
The ceiling consists of thin pieces of wood worked into geome- 
trical patterns kaown as Khatumbandi style of Kashmiri 
architecture. 

The surface is decorated with glazed tiles, in vouge before 
1526 A.D. The windows are filled with elaborate wooden 
tapestry work, formed by joining together little pieces 
of wood in a geometrical pattern. The walls are constructed of 
bricks and mortar on the decorated wooden pieces projecting 
externally. The above would show that the original sepulchre, 
made of stone, is half burried under the ground, on which 
the present brick, mortar and wooden structure has been 
raised in about the 16th century. 

This Tomb was built in a Jewish style of a sepulchre, with 
a room underground, having a side door. The shrine is quite 


distinct from the Muslim shrines, which have the Buddhist 
style of conic domes. 


Nearby the grave is a stone slab, engraved with footprints, 
bearing traces of crucifixion marks; one foot improssion has 
a small round hole and the other has a raised scar wound. 

These footprints have been carved by some ancient unknowp 
artist. As these carvings represent crucifixion marks, it is 
certain that whosoever carved them might have seen Jesus in 
person.1" i 
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Devotees and Pilgrims 


Devetees and pilgrims to the Tomb of Yuz-Asaph visit it 
daliy in the early morning and evening. They are accustomed 
tear offa piece of their clothing or thread, and bind these 
pieces around the wooden sepulchre, as a token of hamage. 


Tombs and Relics 


Archaeological excavations have revealed the existence 
of many Christian tombs and relics in the North West of 
Indian sub-continent. Such relics have been found in Ladakh, 
Afghanistan, and Central Asian regions also. In Ladakh, at 
Tangste, there exist many stone boulders with Aramaic inscrip- 
tions with Georgean crosses. On some, the words Yuzu-is also 
written. 

In Northern India, some crosses and tablets have been 
found during archaeological excavations, at many places. Some 
remains of tombs have also been located, and it is asserted 
that these tombs were of the Nestorian Christians, who settled 
in these regions after their drift with the Roman Catholic 
Church, some time around 428 A.D.1°%° 


Early Christian Tombs 


It is interesting that early Christian tombs and graves have 
been located all along the Makran coast from Harmozia to 
Karachi. These tombs and graves are decorated with slabs 
bearing the Christian symbols. Not only in Baluchistan, such 
Christian graves and relics have also been located in Kullu, 
Kangra, Mandi, and other Himalayan tracts. Similar tombs 
have been noticed in Kalat also. The description of such tombs 
given by the then Archaelogical Survey of India is summarised 
as under: 


Hinidan is situated on the right bank of the river Hab, 
near Las Belain Sindh, Pakistan. At this sight 1s ap 
extensive cemetery, containing nearly one hundred sepul- 
chres, ornamented with yellowish sandstone slabs. , 

Constructed with layers of carved slabs, these tombs give. 
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the general appreance of slender pyramids. A peculiar 
feature of the ornamentation is that the top slabs of 
some of these tombs carry the crude representation of the 
cross. In some cases, the design shows a human figure 
with widely outstretched arms, mounted on an ass, with 
representation ofa crucifix. Some slabs show a knight- 
in-arms, riding on a horse but there is a Latin cross cut 
out above the head of the horse. Another slab shows a 
small cross onthe face of the horseman. Another un- 
Islamic feature of these sepulchres is the peculiar form of 
their burial, which is Syrian, as well as Roman.1% 


The tombs may be divided into two catagories; the sepulchres 
of the early Christians, and the tombs of the later Muslims. 
There may be a third catagory of the Hindus also. Representa- 
tion of the cross on these slabs proves that some of the graves 
are of ,Christian community. Horses, spears. and swords 
symbolise travel, and fighting with the enemies. The tombs 
with Arabic inscriptions proves that this community adopted 
Islam at a later stage. The symbol of lotus on some siabs 
would indicate of Buddhist leanings or a Hindu custom. How- 
ever, the most important feature of these sepulchres is their 
Syrian and Roman form of burial, which is locally known as 
Shami and Rumi. This style of burial is quite unknown in 
India, and has not been found anywhere except at the above 
mentioned sites. This would show that the sepulchres belong. 
to early Syrian or Roman Christians, who migrated towards 
the East in search of Jesus Christ. 

During archaeological excavations of some ancient sites in. 
Afghanistan and Kashmir, potsheds of crockery of the 
Celadon type have been found. tor this variety, the Jews 
were the inventors. This would show that Semites did settle 
in the region, during ancient times and established small 
colonies. It is also astonishing that the base structures of 
many ancient monuments testify to their being of Semetic 
origin. Their main enterences ace set in the Eastern wall, 
which means that these monuments face the West. This is 20t 
the case with the Buddhist or Shaivist temples.!”” ; 

Similarly, some graves have been located in Kashmir, laid 
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in an East-West direction, which prove of their Jewish origin. 
When Nadir Shah Durani, marched towards India, the chief of 
the Yousafzai tribe, presented him with a copy of the Bible 
written in Hebrew. He was also presented with several 
articles, used for worship. Some of the soldiers of Nadir Shah 
Durani, who professed Judaism, atonce recognised the articles 
of worship as belonging to their faith’1** 

In the open air gallery of the S.P.S. Museum, Srinagar, 
Kashmir, there is a stone slab for exhibition, 85cm in square, 
this stone slab carries an engraving showing a six cornered 
star in a circle, with a small circle in the centre. Every wing 
of the star is 25 cm in length. This figure is of two interlaced 
equilateral triangles, which is the Star of David, used as 
Jewish symbol. Such symbols, engraved on stones are found 
in different parts of the valley, and are used as a pranali stand 
for lingam. 

In the architectural style, the dome became very popular 
during the rule of Muslim kings. In certain edifices, the style 
of dome over dome was adopted, which can be termed as 
doubled dome architecture. We have only a few such double 
domed edifices existing in the world. The earliest specimen is 
the Tomb of Rock at Jerusalem ; then we have the Tomb of 
Timur at Samarkand. In Kashmir the Tomb of the mother 
of Sultan Zain-ul-abidin, and the Dumut near Sowara, 
Srinagar, have the same style of double domes. 


Rider with A Cross 


The coins of Demetrius of Syria, Alexander the Great, 
Eucratides the Great, Apollodutus, Hippostratus, Azilises, 
Lysian, Hyrcodes ; Spalyrises, Gondaphars and Abdagases are 
found in the valley of Kashmir, and testify the rule of the 
Greeks in Kashmir.1°° Kharoshti script, which is written 
from right to left, like the Semitic scripts, was in vouge in the 
North-Western regions of India, from the 3rd century B.C. to 
the 3rd century A.D. This script appears on the Greek, 
Scythian, Parthian and Kushana coins.°°° A Kushana seal 
shows a dignatory, on the horse, holding a cross, in his hand?*l_ 
Itis also a fact that the Scythian tribes who had adopted 


228 The Fifth Gospel 


Christianity, crossed the Indus and settled in the North- 
Western regions of [ndia, including Kashmir.2° It is 
interesting to note that the dignatory of this seal has been 
mentioned as Ra ; Dso, meaning Raja, in the Greek-Kushana 
legend. Hence, it is evident that the Raja or Raza of the 
Scythians, after having crossed the Indus, came to Kashmir 
alongwith his tribe, witn the aim of subjugating the People 
and forcing Christianity on the people. 

The rider on the Central Asian horse, wearing a cap with 
two tussels indicates a high rank. Holding of the cross in his 
hand indicates that he is a Christian and is travelling with this 
emblem for the propogation of Christianity. His bridle is 
Central Asian and his belt is Greek, 

Such type of title decorations have also been located at 
Char-saddah, near Taxila, which depict crucifixion 
crosses and horses. 
early Ist century A.D 
Feet imprints 


scenes, 
These archaeological finds pertaining to 


The stone slab, bearing the feet impressions of Yuz-Asaph 
existing in the corner of the inner tomb, was examined by Kurt 
Berna, and his report is given as under : 

In this case, it is very interesting to find the nail-wound 
reproduction of the left foot near the toe. But the nail- 
wound reproduction of the right foot is full, at the place, 
Where it should be according to the classical view. It 
Could be explained in this way that the man, has been 
crucified with the left foot on the right foot, and only 
one nail was struck through the both feet. 

Secondly, the examination of the foot-prints, reveals that 
these are not the real foot-prints, of the man, but the stone 
carver, knew the facts of crucifixion. As such, he wanted to 
ive prominence to the fact of piercing of feet, through 
nail, by distinguished marks. He knew that the man had 
been put on the cross and his feet had been pierced, 
which bore nail marks. Accordingly, he carved the 
soles of the feet with these distinguishing signs. 

Thirdly, it is a fact that when these feet impressions are 
compared with the Holy Shroud of Jesus Christ at Turin, 
we find that there also the crucifixion was done with 
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left foot put over the right foot and then the nail was 
struck. After minute examination of the Shroud, it 
transpires that the left knew was more stiff and bowed 
like the right leg. 
Finally, the indication is that the man in the Holy 
Shroud at Turin and the man buried in the Tomb at 
Srinagar, are just the same.*% 
Chronology 
It is very difficult to set dates for various events in the life 


span of Jesus Christ. However, an effort has been made below 
to fix a workable chronology. 


Word made flesh Palaeolithie age. 
Subsequent advent 6 B.c. 
Fight to Egypt 4 B.C. 
First journey 7 A.D. 
Return to Jerusalem 28 A.D. 
Baptism 33 A.D. 
Ministry 35 A.D. 
Crucifixion 36 A.D. - 
Reaches at Taxila 49 A.D. 
Reaches Kashmir 60 A.D. 
Meets the King of 

Kashmir. 78 A.D. 
Demise 109 A.D. 


The Christians of Thomas 

moire, the valley 
Whereas the new 

numerable 


Due to the emergence of the Kushana e 
of Kashmir came under their subjugation. 


ised Buddhism, the Shaivites suffered in- 
Sonia, ant n. All religious edifices 


difficulties, and passed into oblivion. ; 
were taken over by the Buddhists, including Ca of Yuzu- 
a 
Asaph. Thomas left the country for South of India. 
It is recorded that the Jews had reached the Western i 
of India, some time in 280 B.C. after the secondde sect . 
of the Temple of Jerusalem.2*! These tribes settled at sombay, 


Goa, Daman, Dieu, Cochin, and Sri Lanka. Due to the anne 
upheavels in the North Indian region, some more grouP 
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Semites migrated towards the South of India, and this Migra- 
tion continued upto 175 B.C. 

These migrations continued for some time, and the king of 
the region, Airvi, gave them permission to settle in his king- 
dom. Itis also recorded that Isappu Habban, the Chief 
Priest of the Jews led them to the kingdom of Airvi.2% It was 
during these migrations that Thomas left Kashmir and reached 
Mealapore. These immigrant Jews had come from Kashmir 
and they recounted the names of many other Jewish colonies 
in the North India.*™ 


We have informed earlier that it was Habban, who accom- 
panied Thomas to India, during his sea voyage to India.2° It 
isalso recorded that these Israeli tribes moved down from 
North and settled in the South of India. It is also probable 
that Thomas moved them from Kashmir. It is recorded that 
the Jewish tribes carried their scriptures with them. Informa- 
tion is available about the Book of Moses, written on leather, 
which they carried with them to the South India from 
Kashmir."°® After having settled at Maelapore. Thomas 
began his missionary activities. He established seven churches 
in the region, which was dominated by the Shaivite Brahmanas. 
The lower castes, such as the Shudras and the Vaishas, got 
converted to Christianity. Thomas succeeded in converting 
Tertia, the queen of Mazdal. The Brahmanas incited the masses 
against the king, with the result that Thomas attained martyr- 
dom in a communal riot, 

The Church of Malabar founded by Thomas, though 
independent in certain respects, was connected with the 
Church of Edessa, and since 325 A.D. has been within the 
Patriarchal Sea of Antioch.2 This Church has long been 
part of the Church of the East, to which the Rome, in con- 
tempt gave the name of Nestorian, and which is really the 
Catholic Church of Assyria. It was once the Church of Persia. 
and even of China. Inthe Sth century A.D. this Church put 
itself under the jurisdiction of the Patriarch at Mosul. The 


Church has several branches, one being connected with 
Rome.*11 
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The Christian community of the South India call themselves 
as the Christians of St. Thomas, who founded their church, 
in the later half of the first century A.D.74* The Tomb of 
Thomasis situated near Fort St, George in Madras, South 
India, where his relics are preserved. It may be mentioned 
that after the departure of Thomas Kashmir, the valley 
witnessed many revolutions and political upheavels. The 
Kushanas, who patronised Buddhism were replaced by the 
Huns, who patronised Shaivism. Subsequently, the Buddhists 
were exterminated from the soil, and they ran away towards 
the hilly regions of Ladakh. Hinduism had its sway upto the 
14th century, when the remanents of the Buddhists accepted 
Islam. The net result of all such persecutions under the rulers, 
who proceeded the Kushanas, was that not a single Semite, 
professing Judahism or Christianity remained in the valley of 
Kashmir. All of them were assimilated into Shaivism, 
Vaishnuism, Hinduism, and the orthodox ran away towards the 
South of India, to join the Christians of St. Thomas. 

No information is available about the early Christian com 
‘munity in Kashmir except that they changed their earlier 
beliefs and became adherants of the Nestorian thought, It has 
also been found that there existed Nestorian churches 0 
Kashmir, during ancient times and there existed Nestorian 
colonies also."2* 


He writes 


Recentlv, several crosses have been found from graves, 
lying in the valleys of North India. Their construction, 
art and engravings reveal that these are Nestorian croses. 
It also stated that the graves are also of the Nestorians. 
This establishes that during ancient period, there existed 
Nestorian churches as well as settlements of in Kashmir. 


It transpires that at the advent of the Prophet of aster sine 
existed Jewish as well as Christian settlements in the valley 
Kashmir. It is recorded: 


i holars, well read in the 
They had forty priests who were sc ; 
Talmud. the Torah, the Bible, and the Apocalypse of 
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Abraham. They would sit in the royal court and give 
verdict on cases referred to them by the Kashmiri king. 
At the time of the advent of the Prophet of slam, Ithey 
felt that mention about his advent existed in their scrip- 
tures. Hence, for enquiry, they deputed a mission under 
their representative “Ganam-Hindi’ to Balkh, in Central 
Asia. After some time, be returned asa converted 
Muslim. After this event, the Kashmiri Christians, 
joined the fold of Islam, in a collective manaer.*!® 


The above information, though scanty, collected from the 
Persian sources is both significant and important. It shows 
that prior to Sth century A.D. there were Christian settlements 
in the valley of Kashmir. 

Akbar, the Mughal emperor began construction of his new 
capital at Fatehpur Sikri, 22 miles from Agra in 1569 and 
completed it within 15 years. Of the religious buildings built 
by him, the most important are the Jamia Masjid, the mauso- 
leum of Saint Salim Chishti and the Buland Darwaza. Akbar 
had the following parable inscribed on the gateway: 


“Jesus, the son of Mary said: 

This world is a bridge; 

Pass over it; 

But build no house upon it: 

He, who hopes for an hour, 

Hopes for eternity! 

This world does not last more than an hour; 
Spend it in prayers; 

For what follows is unknown.” 


The Moslems of Jesus 


We have definite evidence about the Christian communities 
in Persian, Afghanistan and North West India, In the 3rd 
century. These Carlstians were called Nasara or the Follow- 
ers of Jesus of Nazerath. Some of them were also named as 
Kristanis or Christians.*15 We know about the followers of 
Yuz-Asaph in Kashmir since the advent of the 2nd century- But 


: ete : f 
the most interesting information comes about the followers ° 
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Issa, Son of Miriam, who call themselves Moslems. Burk, 
who ag Afghanistan has the following report about them: 
e followers of Issa,Son of Miriam generally call 
themselves Moslems and inhabit a number of villages 
scattered throughout the Western area of Afghanistan 
whose centre is Herat. I have heard of them several 
times, but considered that they were probably the peo- 
ple who had been converted by European missionaries 
from Eastern Persia, or else that they were a relic of the 
tims when Herat had beea a flourishing bishopric of the 
Nastoriaa rite, before the Arabs conqueret Persia in the 
seventh and eighth centuries. But from their own 
accounts and whatl could observe they seem to come 
from much older source. There must be about 4 
thousand of these Christians. Their chief is the Abba 
Yahiya who can recite the succession of teachers through 
nearly sixty generations to Issa, Son of Miriam, of 
Nazara, the Kashmiri?”*2” 
We already know that Jesus is known as Issa and Mary is 
known as Miriam in the East. Similarly, Nazerath is termed 
as Nazara or Nasara among the oriental sources. But the 
reference to Issa, the Son of Mariam of Nazara would is very 
interesting and would mean Jesus, the Son of Mary of 
Nazerath and Kashmiri. Here referenee to Kashmir is very 
Jesus, after his escape from the cross reached 
Jt is from that 
essage 


significant. 
Kashmir, where he was known as Yuz-Asaph. 
time that these Moslems of Issa seem to have got their m 
and they still consider Jesus as belonging to Kashmir. 

It was by chance, we located a printed publication in 
Urdu language, which also mentions Issa, the prophet of 
Allah, whose followers were Muslims. They call him Issa, 
the Son of Mary and who reached Islam as a religion for 
his followers"?® In order to clear the issue, we quote from 
such a source some portions. 


The Word Made Fiese 

His mother Miriam was a virgin from an Israelite family. 
She had not yet married when Allah decided to send his 
messenger without 4 father, so that the world would 
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understand that Allah can do whatever He likes or wills. 
Allah is capable of creating a human being without the aid of 
a father. 

2. When Miriam was fourteen, she went to take a bath in 
aspring. She had not finished her bath, when Allah ordered 
Cabriel to carry the first breath of Adam and blow it into the 
belly of Miriam. 

3. When Miriam finished her bath and was about to leave, 
she saw a handsome young man. She felt afraid and thougiit 
that the young man may be from the tribe cf gold-smiths and 
may have harboured bad intensions. 

4. Hecame nearer and said: I have been sent by Allah. 
T have been sent to give you a handsome child. 

5. Hearing this, she said: how can it happen when no 
man has even touched me uptill now. 

6. The angel said that it is the will of God that a child is 
born to you without the aid of a father. It has been ordained 
like that. Then he blew the breath on her belly and 
disappeared. 

7. Miriam came back to her home and engaged herself in 
prayers. 

8. Aftera few months, signs of pregnency appeared on 
Miriam, Then all from the tribe and her family began to cast 
aspersions on her ; saying : you have sinned. 

9. But Miriam refuted saying that she has never sinned 
but none believed her. As such, she stopped going out of her 
home. When nine months were complete, the angel told her 
to go toa nearby forest. Issa was born in a natural way 
without any labour pains.?!° 

The miraculous birth of Jesus is accepted by both the 
Christians as well as the Muslims. But here, the Moslems of 
Jesus claim that the breath of Adam was put into the womb 
while the Gospel say that the Holy Ghost came upon Mary. 


However, in both the accounts, it is Gabriel who is sent by 
God to Mary.?20 


Jesus Begins His Ministry 


When Jesus became young he received the honour from 


- — eS 


er a eee 
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Allah ahd revelations started reaching him through Gabriel. In 
accordance with the wishes of Allah, he asked people to shed 
evil and kufur. He invited them towards truth and 
Righteousness. The Bani-Israel stood, one and al!, against 
him. They hurld abuses on him, saying that this voung chap 
is shifting us from our religion. 

2. Then they inflicted many hardships on Jesus. He felt 
sorry for them and left the city and sat on the bank of a 
river. 

3. The place where Jesus sat was the place where washer- 
men washed the clothes. Jesus said to them: you wash 
filthy clothes, why not wash your hearts. Then he said again: 
you have drowned yourselves in the mud and filth of kufur 
and evil, why don’t you come out of it. Those washer-men 
who heard Jesus came to him and asked : which is the soap 
for washing of hearts? Jesus uttered this sentence : La-illa- 
ha-illul-lah, Issa Roh-Allah. 

4. Then all of them made this invocation : La-illa-ha-t!lul- 
lah, Issa Roh-Allah and became Muslims. 

5. When this news reached the other group of washer- 
men; they came and asked for a miracle. Issa asked them: 
what do you want to witness? All cried with one voice : 
Tell your God to send us a plate full of heavenly food and 
fruits, so that after eating it, we recognize that you are a true 
messenger. 


Jesus Performs Miracles 


Issa prayed to the Lord God saying : O Allah, these people 


are ignorant. Have mercy upon them ! Let Thy will be done ! 
d from the sky; We 


At that very moment a voice was hear 
will send the heavenly food for them who are blessed. At 
once, plates of heavenly food descended from the sky, full 
with delicacies with a roasted fish. 

2. The people did not eat this dish but said : we want 
another miracle from you. Let this roasted fish get life. Issa 
lifted up his eyes towards the sky. ; 

3. Suddenly, the roasted fish became alive and jumped 
with a force into the river. Some felt puzzled and died. 
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4, All believing persons sat to eat the heavenly food but 
the proud refused to partake this dish. Among those who 
were sick became healthy after eating this food, the poor 
became wealthy, the blind got eye-sight, strange enough, 
whatever one wished got it. 


5 


5. For many days, this heavenly food descended from the 
sky and thousands ate it. Those who rejected this heavenly food 
with contempt, became victims of arthritios and their faces 
changed into ugly ones. Many accepted Issa as the prophet 
of God and became Muslims. 


The glory of truth shined, 

The flowers of blief blosomed, 
The infidels were defeated ; 

The blind obtained eyes, 

The lame got legs to walk! 

The sick were blessed with health ! 
The hungry got food, 

Every one danced with joy! 


In the above account, a definite statement is made in the 
4th verse, that after making an invocation that Allah is the 
one God and Issa is His Spirit, they became Muslims. Here 
the author does not speak of the followers of Jesus a8 


Christians but declares that “‘many accepted him as the prophet 
of God and became Muslims”. 


O Woman, Great is Thy Faith 


It so happened that in a city there lived a young lady with 
her husband and Allah had bestowed a baby son to them. One 
day when the father had gone out, the lady was offering the 
Nimaz, her child sliped out of the cot and fell into a burning 
owen. This lady had a great faith in her God. 

2. She saw the spectacle of falling but continued her 
prayers till she completed it. Then she proceeded towards the 
owen. 

3. Strange enough, the owen had turned into a bed of 
flowers. Her baby boy was safe and playing. She picked him 
up and kissed the boy. This song came to her lips 
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O my Allah, Thou art the creator! 

{ offer my Nimoz to Thee five times: 

Thou art my master, Thy art my Protector 

It is Thee who saved my child. 

O my Allah, Thou art kind and full of merey. 
O my Allah, I am your dutiful miad; 

Accept my gratitude, O Lord of Majesty 


4, When Issa heard this episode, he hastend to the lady and 
asked. How have you attained this position from God? 

5. The lady replied: I know nothing except that I abide 
by the will of God. Under all conditions, [am a servant of 
Allah. He is my refuge! 

6. Hearing this Issa Said: O woman, great is thy faith. 
Had you been a man, Allah would have made youa prophet 
with a book! 

The Muslims offer Nimaz, which are obligatory prayers to 
be performed five times during day and night. Besides this, the 
Muslims have to join congregations on Fridays. The Chris- 
tians have to go to the Church on Sundays only, and they are 
not required to offer Nimaz, five times. 

In the Gospels, Mary the Mother lives even after the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus Christ. But the Moslems of Issa believe that she 
passed away during the life time of Jesus. Here is the relevant 
account from the work under review. 


The Death of Miriam 


ais 5 

Once, Issa was going with his mother, Miriam on ore 
journey. She was very old and weak. Tt became imp 
for her to move or walk. 

2. Issa kept her at a place an 
to search some herb. ; 

nd 

3. In the mean while, Miriam became unconsious 4 
died. 

4. Allah, the Lord of Majes 
wrap her in a heavenly shroud. 
maids and angels. 


d himself went to the forest 


ty deputed heavenly maids to 
She was burried by heavenly 
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5. When Issa came back, he did not find his mother. He 
cried: Mother, Mother, where are you? 
6. From a nearby grave, a voice came: 
Dear son, J am before my God! 
Dear son, I am near the throne of God! 
Dear son, I am in the paradise! 
Dear son, [ am protected by the mercy of Allah! 
Dear son, you attend to the work of God! 
Dear son, you call people to the right poth! 
Dear son, You come to me soon! 


Jesus Preaches 


Jesus deyarted from the tomb of Miriam and went to the city. 
He called the people towards Allah. Many joined his fold and 
became Muslims. 

2. Every one praised the Lord God but the rich became 
his enemies. Those who were evil minded conspired against 
him. They were Aafir and their hearts were black. They 
raised acry: Issa is against Mossa! He has changed the 
religion of Mossa. Kill him, Kill him! 

3. Issa said: 

O people! Mossa had fixed saturday as the sacred day. 

It was incumbant on you to offer prayers to Allah on 
that day. It was forbidden to attend to worldy works 
on that day. It was written in the Torat.**” 

But, now Allah has changed that day and fixed sunday 
as his day. Consider Sunday as the sacred day. 

Now, the EnjeeI**® has come with the new order. 

As such, obey Enjeel and entertain doubts in your heart! 


While the Muslims obeyed his sacred orders, the kafirs ded not. 
The Muslims declared that they will obey Issa with their heart 
and soul. But the evil minded kafirs incited the masses 
against Issa. They alleged that Issa has desecrated Mossa and 
Torat. As such, itis the duty of all followers of Mossa to 
kill Issa. 
4. Now it so happened that thousands of kafirs decided 
to kill Issa. 
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5. There were some good juhudis,”** who sai 
: “Als, ©O said: B r 
from Issa, Do not kill him. Are you not the same | 
who killed Zakariya**® witha saw. Are you not a ‘a af 
Allah? Fear from the wrath of God. — 
6. But they did not listen to these wise words. They 
were bent upon killing Issa. They had become mad! : 
7. They went to the king and incited him against Issa. He 
declared: enyone who kills Issa will get a reward.” 


8. The evil minded persons hatched conspiracies.**¢ 
The Departure of Jesus 


The kafirs held a meeting and engaged a yuhudi to kill him. 
When Issa was ina house, they surrounded itso that they 
could kill him. 


2. But Allah had willed other wise! As ordained by God, 
Gabriel flew straight away to that house where Issa had 
absorbed himself in prayers. The angel salamed Issa and flew 
with him towards the sky. All the prophets welcomed him 
and Allah congratulated him for his work. Since then Issa is 
alive on the fourth heaven! 


3. The kafirs, who had surrounded the house, deputed 
One person, name Shiyuh to search out Issa. He went in but 
could see none inside the house. When he came out, all cried: 
kill him. He felt bewildered because his face had transfigured 
and he looked like Issa. 

4. They captured Shiyuh and put him on the gallows 
thinking that they had killed Issa. 

5. Allah says that He has protected Issa and those who 
think he is dead are in the wrong. 

These followers of Issa, Son of Miriam. call themselves 
Muslims. Once a week, they join a ritual mea] in which bread 
and wine is taken as symbolic of the grosser and finer nutri- 
tions which are the experiences of attainment of nearness to 
Allah. They are convinced too, that the day would come wheo 
the wortd would discover the truth about Jesus.>*7 
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Sources 


What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the 
seven churches which are in Asia. 
The Revelation 


That, we do not have full information about the life and 
works of Jesus Christ, has created a yearning among scholars 
and devotees to know more about him. The quest for the 
historical Jesus began at the end of the 18th century in the 
West and it continues unabated. His biography is still in- 
complete because there is no source material to fill in the gaps. 
The first person to obtain information about Jesus Christ was 
Paul and he lived in the same period. As such, the Epistles of 
Paul are the earliest source material on the subject. From him, 
we learh that God sent forth Jesus Christ in the capacity of his 
son, ‘“‘made of a woman, made under the law.”” He had 
brothers and one among them was James. Paul further 
informs that Jesus Christ chose twelve Apostles for preaching 
purposes. According to Paul, the Jews conspired against 
Jesus and got him crucified but he rose on the third day and 
met his Apostles. 

In the first Epistle of Peter, it is written that “Christ also 
had once suffered for sins; so that he might bring us to God. 
In the Acts of the Apostles, the following scanty information 


is given about Jesus : 
“cy men of Israel, Hear these words ; 
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Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, 

. as ye yourselves also know : 

being delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, 

ye have taken, 

and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.” 

It is further given in the Acts that Jesus Christ ‘“‘rose from 
the dead on the third day and did eat and drink and com- 
manded us to preach unto the people’. 

Among the earliest Christian writings, the Gospels are the 
primary source of information about Jesus. We are told 
about his genealogy, birth and migration to Egypt. All these 
events cover four years of his life and after that there is a gap 
of eight years, when at the age of twelve, Jesus visits the 
Temple in Jerusalem. After this, his life becomes obscure for 
about seventeen years and there is no information available to 
fillin this gap. No record of any kind about where he was 
or what he was doing during this period is available in the 
Christian writings of the West. We are informed that he 
began a mission at the age of thirty and gathered many 
followers. At the instance of the Jewish priests, the Roman 
governor ordered him to be put on the cross. He was crucified 
by four Roman soldiers but was taken down at the behest of 
Joseph of Arimathea. He rose from the dead and lived with 
his followers for forty days. What happened after resur- 
rection, no body knows, except that he disappeared ! 

Strange enough, the Gnostics have their own version of 
crucifixion. In a manuscript found at Nag Hammadi in 
Egypt, we are informed that : 

“I did not succumb to them as they had planned. I did 
not die in reality but in appearance and it was another 
who drank the gall and the vinegar. It was another 
Simon who bore the cross on his shoulder. It was: 
another upon whom they placed the crown of throns. 
I was laughing at their ignorance”, 

From the above it is evident that there are many coa~ 
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tradictory reports about the life of Jesus:Christ, which require 
a thorough probe. Itis also true that our quest for the lost 
years in the life of Jesus may go against the popular Christian 
beliefs. 


What is more important, rather than what effect there may 
be on the beliefs, is to establish facts, if possible about the 
unknown life of Jesus Christ. It may also involve our 
acceptance or rejection of certain arguments, in order to reach 
some conclusion. It is acommon belief that Jesus Christ 
died onthe cross for our sins, but when comes to light that 
he departed towards the East, it is bound to shake our con- 
fidence. The story that he died for our sins, display only 
materialistic thinking and has no connection with higher 
sphere of spirits. Such theories do not appeal now and as 
such, we have to continue our search for truth. Have we to 
believe that Jesus was not killed on the cross but was in a deep 
trance, when taken down ? Did he then live for many years 
and died ? All these and others events have remained 
shrouded in mystery. The Western sources available to clear 
this mystery are scanty. However, the material, both from 
West and East, available so far, which has been consulted is 


mentioned below. 


The Authorised Gospels 


The Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John are the 
authorised Gospels, included in the New Testament. Origi- 
nally written in Greek, the scriptures were printed in the 14th 
century. The above Gospels were compiled before the start 
of second century, as would be seen below. - 


Mark : 60-70 A.D. 
Matthew : 85 =o AD. 
Luke ; 90-95 A.D. 
John : 110 A.D. 


rmed as the contempo- 
fe and mission of Jesus 
e basis, but there are 


More or less, the Gospels can be te 
rary sources of information on the hi 
Christ. Of course, the Gospels are th 
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variations in their texts. Unfortunately, the Gospels provide 
little or, rather no information about the childhood of Jesus 
Christ until the age of twelve, when he went to Jerusalem for 
the Passover. John the Baptist appears, in about 28 A.D. and 
as such, no information is available about Jesus Christ upto 
the year of Baptism, and before the beginning of his ministry. 
As such, the Gospels, though most important asa source 
material are too scanty for the periods indicated above. 

I need not deal with the Hebrew sources due to the obvious 
reasons. Historically, the Apocryphal Gospels are important, 
because these were written by the Jewish Christians in the 
middle of the first century A.D. Similarly, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls are also important and deserve attention. 


Historicity of the Gospels 


Did Jesus commit his teachings to writing ? Are his 
doctrines free from error 2 Such like questions are being 
asked by those, who aim at the critical study of the Gospels 
the truth. It is a historical fact that within twenty to twenty- 
five years after the departure of Jesus Christ, devotees began 
to collect fragmentary records of his words and deeds.’ It is 
Paul, who occasionally quotes words of the Master and his 
pistle falls within the above mentioned period. As such, his 
work is most authentic and authoritative. Then it was Peter, 
who wrote down some of the events in the life of Jesus 
Christ. But it was Matthew, who composed the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ in the Hebrew dialect.2 But no 
version is available to us, and we have only the Greek version 
of the first Gospel. As such, we can safely presume that the 
Gospel according to Matthew was written earlier than $5 A.D. 
The Gdspel of Mark is commonly dated before 70 A.D. AS 
such, the Hebrew version by Matthew might have been com- 
piled prior to 70 A.D. and it is due to this reason that the 
the first Gospel is now known as the Gospel according to 
Matthew. The Gospel of Mark is authentic and ‘authoritative 
for he compiled it after getting first hand information from 
Peter, who was an eye-witness. Ags such, Mark has preserved 
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for us the most accurate events in the life Jesus Christ.* His 
Gospel has been dated before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
70 A.D. Luke clearly states that his compilation is based on 
earlier and authentic writings about the words and deeds of 
Jesus Christ. He states : 

For as much as many have taken in hand, 

To set forth in order a declaration of those things 

Which are most surely believed among us,’ 

Even as they delivered them unto us, 

Which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, 

And ministers of the word ; 

ft seems good to me also, 

Having had perfect understanding. 

Of all things from the very first, 

To write unto thee in order, 

Most excellent Theophilus, 

That thou mightest know certainty of those things, 

Wherein thou hast been instructed.® 

From the above two things are clear! that many authors 
had undertaken to construct the life of Jesus Christ, and that 
they derived information from the narratives of previous 
authors. Unfortunately, the writings of most of these earlier 
authors were declared unauthentic by the Church, and were 
destroyed. It is also evident that Luke may have consulted 
the Gospel of Mark and the Gospels of other Apostles, which 
are not available to us. ; 

The authorship of the Gospel according to John is under 
dispute. This Gospel was compiled io the century ee - 
classic expressioa of the reality and sufficiency of the oie 
the spirit.? However, this Gospel provides most authen : 
information about the first disciples of the Lord, about ina 
demus, about the women of Samaria, about the healing 0 
Paul, about the details of crucifixion, about the second com- 
fag z i eeting his disciples, and about the 
ing of Jesus Christ and meeting ! ; aeuails 
final sermon he gave before parting from them. All ais 
provided in this Gospel are of utmost importance, for ~ 
told them not to tarry but follow him, probably ona /ong 


journey. 
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This spake he, 

Signifying by what death he should glorify God. 
And when he had spoken this, 

He saith unto him, 

Follow me.’ 


Apocryphal Gospels 


It can not be denied that the disciples of the Lord and his 
early devotees were very keen to write, and record events in 
the life, and mission of Jesus Christ. It also cannot be denied 
that out of thirteen disciples, the twelve Apostles would 
naturally record some thing or inform others about the Lord. 

The search for the historical Jesus by scholars continues 
this quest has resulted in the discovery of many writings. How- 
ever, all these writings are not available for, these were 
destroyed under orders of the Church, Tradition has handed 
down a list of 26 Apocryphal Gospels, 7 Acts ond 10 
Epistles, which were used during early days of Christianity. 
Those writings which were rejected by the Church retain their 
orginality to a great extent but all of these are not available 
to us. Some of these ‘original writings exist in name only, 
and of some, we have only a few fragments. 

It may be pointed out that most of these so called 
“heretical” gospels do speak of Jesus as amanand not as a 
mythical person. For instance, the Gospel of James informs 
about the marriage of Mary with Joseph. In the Gospel of 
Ebionites, Jesus is believed to have been born in a normal 
way as a son of Joseph and Mary. Similarly, one among the 
Gnostic writers, Joho asserts that the crucifixion was no more 
than a marriage. He writes : 


“My brother, I wish to tell you about a most wonderful 
thing ; sometimes when I wanted to touch him, I could 
feel a solid material body, but at other occasions, bis 
heing was immaterial as if it had not existed at all.” 


The Gospel of Philip informs us that the Lord migrated 
towards the East, with his mother and with his consort, Mary 


Magdalene. It is a historical fact that the Church, in its” 
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various councils held from time to time, rejected certain Gospel 
and accepted certain Gospels. In the process of drawin oth 
lists, it went on changing entries with the result that se ‘ 
have only four Gospels, which are considered official and al 
the rest have been declared heretical. The net result of 
this suppression has been that we have been deprived of 
much useful and authentic source material, which could have 
filled in, the gaps in the earthly life of Jesus. As such, what is 
needed is that the New Testament should be re-arranged and 
all ancient Gospels, Epistles, Acts, etc. included in it, so that 
we are able to get maximum advantage from the total informa- 
tion available to us. Otherwise, this dictorial censorship on 
the port of the Church, will result in disillusion. 


Five Gospels of Tation 


Tation, the famous Syric scholar of Edisa, compiled a 
volume containing five Gospels, in the second century A.D. 
After thorough research into the Greek and the Hebrew 
sources, he compiled his authentic Bible, which remained in 
vouge for hundred of years among followers of the Syrian 
Church. With the coming of the Roman Church to power, the 
Bible compiled by Tation was ordered to be destroyed. As 
such, all its copies were collected and destroyed by fire. 

According to Tation, Mary and Jesus did not belong to 
the line of David. It also appears that Tation had men- 
tioned that after resurrection, Jesus Christ did meet bis disci- 
ples and especially his mother, Mary, several times and he was 
a living being and a spirit. The Roman Church did not like 
such ideas, and as such, got the Five Gospels of Tation, des- 
troyed. 

‘The search for the original Bible compiled by Tation goes 
on and in this connection, much work is being done under the 
guidance of Matthew Black, the farmous author of the book, 
entitled: An Aramaic Approach to the Gospels and Acts. 

There are about fifty Apocryphal works, discovered so far, 
which have been denied official patronage because these do not 
give any support to the revised doctrines formulated by the 


Church. 
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The most important Apocryphal Gospels are the following: 


1. The Gospel of the Hebrews. 

The Gospel of the Egyptians. 

The Gospel of Nicodemus. 

The Gospel of Thomas. 

The Gospel of James. 

The Gospel of Barnabas. 

The Gospel of Peter. 

The Gospel of the Ebionites. 
9. The Gospel of Philip. 

The Gospel of the Hebrews was originally written in Ara- 
maic and then translated into Greek and Latin. It gives pro- 
minence to James, the brother of Jesus Christ. The Gospel of 
Nicodemus gives the account of Jesus Christ’s descent to the 
underworld. The Gospel of James provides information 
about the childhood of the Lord. Among these Gospels, 
special mention may be made of The Gospel of Thomas and 
the Gospel of Philip, which are termed as the Coptic Gospels, 
because they are in Coptic and were discovered at Al-Hammadi 
in Egypt. 

These Gospels throw a flood of light on the hidden life of 
Jesus. It is evident from these Gospels that the early Chris- 
tians did not believe in the demise of the Lord on the cross 
but they believed that he arose and then died in a natural way, 
after remaining in hiding with his disciples. 


SAN ey 


An Italian manuscript of the Gospel of Barnabas exists 
in the Hofbibliothek in Vienna. Its paper is Italian and the 
pages are decorated in later periods with Arabic sentences in 
the margin. It is believed that the manuscript was obtained 
by an Italian priest Fra Marino from the private library of 
the Pope. The Gospel was compiled by Joses, a Levite surna- 
med by the apostles as Barnabas, meaning the son of consola- 
tion. As a missionary to Antioch, he accompanied Paul 
several times but separated from him due to differences. He 
was stoned to death by the Jews at Slamis in Cyprus. _., 

In his Gospel, Joses mentions himself as an apostle of Jesus 
Christ and says that he was directed by the Lord himself to 
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pen down the life and works of Jesus. The Gospel of Barnabas 
was banned in 382 A.D. by the Decree of Western Churches 
However, its manuscripts existed in the private library of Pope 
Damasus (383 A.D.), in the shrine of Barnabas and the Pope V 
(1585-90). Its English translation was published at Oxford in 
1908 by Lonsdale Ragg and Lura Rubert. Soon after its 
Arabic translation was published in Egypt. 


Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs 


It was one of the scriptures considered authentic by the 
early Christians. Even Paul seems to have used these Testa- 
ments and even copied some portion out of it, while compiling 
his letters. Even Mathew, while composing his Gospel was 
indebted to the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs. These 
Testaments were later on left out of the Bible.® 


The Dead Sea Scrolls 


In 1947 A.D. a number of manuscripts were discovered 
from a cave of Wadi Qumran, in the Dead Sea. In 1949 A.D. 
fragments of the Old Testament were recovered from the 
Qumran cave. In 1952 A.D. a considerable number of frag- 
ments and coins were discovered from the caves of Wadi 
Murabbaat. These manuscripts, which are popularly known 
as the Dead Sea Scrolls, are the compilations of the saints, 
known as the Essenes, whose monastery, known as the Khirbet 
Qumran, was destroyed by the Romans in about 70 A.D. 
Among the scrolls is the scrolls, called the Lamech scrolls, 
which are written in Aramaic and which contains chapters 
from the book of Genesis. ‘ 

The Essenes believed in the teacher of Righteousness, who 
was to come and explain the wisdom of all previous prophets. 

He would be the Anointed one, who would inaugurate a 
new world order. As such, the Dead Sea Scrolls are a better 
pointer to understand the background of the New Testament. 
There are parallels between the doctrines of the Essenes and the 
earlier Christian doctrines. In the Dead Sea Scrolls, there 
exist many sentences, which are recorded in the Gospels and 
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atributed to Jesus Christ. In fact, the Gospels of John and 
the Dead Sea Scrolls have similar style and similar thinking. 
As such for better understanding of the New Testament, study 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls is essential. 

Jesus was baptised by John, who belonged to the saintly 
order of the Essenes. The ‘disciples of John became the 
disciples of Jesus. He himself learnt the Scriptures from the 
Bssenes. Joseph of Arimathea. Nicodemus and some other 
members of this Order, eventually saved his life at the time of 
crucifixion. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls were writteen before the advent of 
Jesus Christ. The First Enoch was written in 170-64 B.C. and 
the Testament of the Twelve Partiarches was compiled between 
109-107 B.C. During the Ife time of Jesus all these Scrolls, 
including, the Paslms of Solomon, the Testament of Gob, and 
the Book of Jubilees were available for study. In fact, the 


famous Sermonon the Mount, now included in the New 
Testament, was known to Jesus, for he had already read it. 


Ancient Historical Works 


Among the ancient historical works, mention may be made of: 


(a) Quod Omnis Probus Liber, written by Philo of Alexan- 
driain 20 A.D. It provides us with detailed information about 
the Essenes, who lived in Palestine and Syria. ‘ 

(b) Historica "Naturalis, by Pliny the Elder, written in 70 
A.D. tells us about the Essenes, living near Jerusalem. 

(c) Wars of the Jews, written by Josephus in 94 A.D. provi- 
des us with information about the Jews and their sects It 
also tells us about the Essenes and their tenants and beliefs. 

(d) Antiquities of the Jews, by Josephus provides the follow- 
ing valuable information about Jesus Christ: 

And there lived Jesus, a holy man if he may be called, for 
he performed wonderful works, and taught men and they 
joyfully received the truth. And he was followed by 
many Jews and many Greeks. He was the Messiah. 
And our leaders denounced him, But when Pilate had 
condemned him to the Cross, thore who had loved him at 
first did not deny him. For he appeared to them after 
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having risea, from death on thethird day. The holy 
prophets had, moreover predicted of him those and many 
other wonders. The race of the Christians takes its 
name from him and still exists at the present time. 


The Acta Thomae 


Written by Leucius in the beginning of the scond century A.D. 
It is based on letters written by Thomas from India. It was 
translated into German by Max. Donnet and published at 
Leipzig in 1883. Though read as the Gospel of Thomas, it 
was prescribed by the Roman Catholic Church, of it denies the 
virgin birth of Jesus Christ. It provides information about the 
meeting between Jesus Christ and Thomas at Taxila in the 
Punjab. It was Thomas, who introduced Christianity in the 
South of India, in the year 52 A.D. He built many churches 
but suffered martyrdom in 72 A.D. He was burried at Myla- 
pore, where the San-Thome cathedral Basilica stands at present. 
Acta Thomae was denounced as heretical by a Decree of Gela- 
siusin 495 A.D. The information given in it, about the 
encounter between Jesus Christ and Abdagases is very interes- 
ting. This encounter took place soon after the marriage of 
Abdagases was solmonised. Thomas, under whose supervision, 
the palace at Taxila had been built, joined the marriage but lift 
after the ceremonies. 


When Abdagases came to meet the bride, he saw a saintly 
person there. Recognising him as Thomas, be asked him as 
to how he was still here when he had left earlier. But, the 
saintly person replied: 

I am not Thomas but his brother. ; 
This incident took place in about 49 A.D- and the saintly 
person was no other than Jesus Christ.'° 


The Gospel of Thomas was translated from Greek oe 
Russian in the 13th century. The Acta Thomae informs as 
how the apostles divided the world by let prior to going is 
for preaching purposes. At the time of this decision, Kade 
fell to the lot of Thomas. Jesus is said to have told Thomas: 
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“Feal not Thomas; proceed to India and proclaim the 
word, for my grace shall be with thee.” 
The Syrian Christians of Malabar, India, claim that Thomas 
was their founder. it requires to be noted that the Gospel 
according to Thomas, dating about 3rd century was discovered 
in 1947 from Luxer in Egypt." 


Sanskrit Sonrces 


Some of the ancient inscriptions discovered so far are not a 
deciding factor in fixing the age of a language. However, these 
prove the richness of that language. The following table of 
inscriptions will show the life of a language: 


1. Sumerian 4,000 B.C. 
2. Elematic 2,000 B.C. 
3. Cossean 1,600 B.C. 
4. Chinese 1,500 B.C. 
5. Hittite 1,400 B.C. 
6. Sanskrit 1,200 B.C. 
7. Avesta 600 B.C. 
8. Arabic 328 B.C. 


It is clear that Sanskrit is one among the ancient languages of 
the world."* However, Latin, Greek and Sanskrit are the later 
forms of one prehistoric language. As Sanskrit was written and 
read in India, we have to search for documents relating to 
Jesus in this language. Fortunately, we were able to locate 


rare Sanskrit manuscripts, written in Sharda alphabets, in 
Kashmir. 


The Bhavishya-Maha-Purana 


In Sanskrit, the word Purana means ancient history. The 
Puranas are considered sacred by the Hindus. Out of the 
eighteen volumes, the ninth of this series is named Bhavishya- 
maha-purana which means prophecies about future. Among 
other things, it mentions that in India, in addition to the area 
under the Brahmanic rule, the devotees of Moses are spread 
over the rest of the land. It is evident that it refers to the 
Jewish settlements in the Northern regions of India. The 
Bhavishya-maha-purana is an ancient Sanskrit work ascribed 
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to Suta, said to have been compiled in 3191 Laukika year 
corresponding to 115 A.D. Though the manuscript is written 
in the Sharda alphabets, its language is Sanskrit. It was sent 
by the Maharaja of Kashmir to the Research Institute, Poona, 
for translation, and was published at Bombay in 1910 A.D. It 
was also translated into Hindi and two commentaries have 
been published on it so far. The Bhavishya-maha-purana is 
one of the most important and independent original sources of 
information about the visit of Jesus Christ to Kashmir. 

It may he remarked that the manuscript was written by a 
Hindu saint long before the advent of Islam. Further the 
Hindus have no religious connections with either the Jews, or 
the Christians or the Muslims. Hence, information provided, 
in the Bhavishya-maha-purana, though very brief, is historically 
important. It relates to the meeting of Jesus Christ with the 
Raja of the Sakas, or the Scythian tribes, who had conquered 
Northern India and Kashmir, during the first century. The 
translation of the relevant verses is given as under: 

O, King! 

T hail from a land, far away; 

Where there is no truth, 

And evil knows no limits. 

I appeared in the Mleecha country: 

And I suffered at their hands. 

J am known as the Son of God; 

I am born of a virgin. 

I teach love, truth, and purity of heart, 

I ask human beings to serve the Lord. 
The Lord is in the centre of the sun, 

And the elements: 

And God; 

And the sun are for ever. 

Bliss giving God being always in my heart, 
My name has been established as Isa-Masiba.*® 


It may be noted that it were the Scythians who brought the 
Iranian sun cult to India long before the advent of the Christian 
era. The Kusbanas who established the Kushana empire in the 
North-western regions of India, before the first century have 


260 The Fifth Gospel 


displayed the figures of the sun-gods on their coins. It is 
evident that the solar cult became popular, during this very 
period. 


The Bhavishya-maha-purana was started by the followers 
of this cult, but later on, various other author went on 
incorporating contemporary information in subsequent 
‘chapters, so as to make it up-to-date. The earliest reference 
to the Bhavishya-maha-purana is found in a 3rd century B.C. 
Manuscript, known as the Apastamba-Sutra. As such, the 
‘date of this compilation could be fixed in about the 5th 
‘century B.C. 


The Bhavishya-maha-purana is number nine in the tradi- 
tional list of the eighteen great Puranas, and its title means 
‘a work, which contains prophecies regarding the future. The 
Bhavishya-maha-purana has been condemned as unauthorised 
by the priests. It is interesting to note that it speaks of the 
barbarians, as the descendents from the stock of the ape 
Vikata, and have ape-like faces. This race has been name 
as the Grundas, who follow the way of the Buddha, and the 
doctrine of the Ishvara-putra, or the Son of God. 


Their greatest desire is for the vow of truth, that 
Conquers cupdity, and is free from anger; that vow, 
Whose greatest ambition in the sun.1! 


The term applied to this race, the Grundas may mean, 
grandees, or the noblemen of highest rank. These people are 
said to be the followers of Buddha in early stages, then the 
Sun-worshippers, and last of all, the followers of the Son of 
God, or Jesus Christ. The above verse from the Bhavishya- 
Maha-purana is very significant, for it gives us in briet the 
three stage Teligious development of the people of the region, 
extending from Egypt to Kashmir. both Buddhism and 
Zoroasterism penetrated as far as Alexanderia in Egypt, during 
the first century. Later, the people came under the influence 
of the teachings of Jesus Christ, the son of God. It is for this 
very reason that the Buddhist scrolls claim that Jesus Christ 


was the perfect expositor of the doctrines of Buddha, and 4s 
such, the Bodhi-satteva, next to Buddha. 
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The Rajatarangini 
It is an important histori i i i 
Kalhana in about 1148 Ce ie saeusecl per 
: ! gini is the oldest 

available history of Kashmir from earliest times. It has been 
translated from Sanskrit into English by Aurel ‘Stein in 1900 
and by Dr. Tokan Sumi into Japanese in 1970. This historical 
work elaborately describes the crucifixion of a saint surnamed 
Samdhi-mati meaning the Spirit of God, the disciple of Saint 
Isana. While the saviour is named as Isana, the crucified is 
named as Samdhi-mati, the Prince of the Aryas. However, 
this tradition regarding putting a saint on the cross, uataed 
in an ancient history of Kashmir is very very important. This 
historical recording is reproduced here : 

At that time these spread by the force of future events, a 

mysterious report from house to house declared : To 

Samdhi-mati will belong the Kingdom. 

The king there upon threw him into prison, and there he 

he pined with his legs tormented by cruel fetters. 

The king there-upon thought that the only way to 

frustrate the decree of fate was to kill him. 

If foolish men prepare a device to work offa coming 

event, one may be sure that fate intends to open new 


avenues. 
Then under the orders of the king, Samdbi-mati, the 


sage, was put on the cross by savage executioners. 

The news reached Isana, the great guru, and he 
proceeded to the place of execution, where his disciple 
Samdhi-mati had suffered without a sympathiser. 

He found him reduced to a skelton on the cross. 

«woe, that I see thee today, 

O, dear, in this condition. 
He then drew forth the bon 
through. 

He carried away the skelton but on his forehead he read 
inscribed as below : 
He will have poor life, 
and still thereafter a throne. 
Fate is the embodiment of all miracles ; what else but 
fate would bring him to life again. 


e which the cross had pierced 


imprisonment, death on the cross 
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Then he stayed at that very place, in his anxiety to see 

the fulfilment of the prediction and watched the skelton, 

He smelt a heavenly perfume of incense in the’ middle of 

the night. 

Hidden behind the tree, he then saw the skelton, being 

fitted up with all its limbs. 

He resembled a person just arisen ‘from deep asleep, 

covered with heavenly ointments. 

Then Samdhi-mati, who wore a magnificent dress and a 

wreath, recovered memory of his past and bowed with 

reverence before his guru, Isana. 

The above narration, thereby reveals that Samdhi-mati, 

also known as the spirit of God, was put on the stake, but 
Tesurrected like Jesus. 


Tibetan Sources 


The message of Jesus Christ was carried by his disciples 
and devotees to Parthia, Sogdiana, Gandhara and other 
regions of Central Asia during the first century. 

The Buddhists of these countries were well acquainted 
with Jesus, because their holy men and discovered his birth 
through the conjection of Stars, and some of them had even 
reached his birth place, and worshipped him. For them, he 
was the future Buddha. After finding him out, they could not 
leave his traces, and as such, should have continuously been in 
his track. In fact, Jesus during his first journey came into 
contact with them in the East. There isa very old mention 


by Hippolytus of the Book of Revelation from the land of the 
Seres in Parthia. 


We even learn from Hippolytus that the Book of Elxai 
itself originated from Parthia, according to this author 
Elxai receivedi from the Seres of Parthia. In: that time 
Seres was a designation of a nation which produced silk 
and lived above India, i.e., the Chinese and Tibetans. As 
the trade with Chinese silk passed through Parthia, the 
Seres of Parthia are Chinese or Tibetans, who came to 
the Parthian territory. Thus, the Book of Elxai was 
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supposed by its readers or by its author to be sort of 
Chinese or Tibetan Gospel.!® 


It is a historical fact that Hippolytus was the Bishop 
of Rome in about 220 A.D. His specific mention of the 
Book of Revelations, shows that the Western Christians of 
the third century A.D. knew of Eastern books of Judaeo- 
Christian content. Elxai was the incarnation of God and 
his sect believed in successive incarnations of the heavenly 
power. We also know that the Buddhists believe in the 
jncarnation of Buddha or Boddhisattavas and parallelism 
in both the doctrines cannot be doubted. History records 
that the Ebionites also cherished such beliefs. As such, 
there is no wonder, that our search among the fragments 
from the Buddhist monasteries, will tell us something in detail 
about the unknown life of Jesus Christ. Hence, there is every 
need to find out documents which would be lying buried 
under the huge collections of manuscripts in the gumpas of 


Ladakh. 

One such manuscript is entitled Grub-tha Thams-chand 
kyi Khuna dan Dod-Thsul Ston-pe Legs Shad Shel-gyi 
Melong, which means ; the History of religion and doctrines — 
the Glass-Mirror. It is an ancient Chinese manuscript which 
was translated into the Tibetan by Le-zan Chhes-Kyi Nima in 
1802 A.D.1° It gives the following information : 


Yesu, the teacher and founder of the religion who was 
born miraculously, proclaimed himself as the saviour of 
the world. He commanded his disciples to observe the 
ten vows, among which he prohibited man slaugbter and 


attainment of eternal joy and happiness through good 


deed. He preached that evil deeds plunges one into 
isery. A sid 


hell, that there is eternal torment and m 

committed in a state of conciousness cannot be condoned 
and is unparadonable. This is one of the virtuous results 
emerging out of the doctrin of Buddha. His doctrin 
did not spread extensively but survived in Asia for a 
above information is derived from the 


long period. The ; 
bout the religions and doctrines. 


Chinese treatises a 
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The above would clearly reveal that the Buddhists had 
great reverence for Jesus Christ, who has been ‘Mentioned as 
Yesu, the Aramaic adoption of his name. It also shows that 
the Chinese also knew about the miraculous birth of Jesus 
Christ. 


The Unknown Life of Jesus Christ 


Nicolas Notovitch, who was a Russian traveller visited 
Afghanistan in 1887. From that country he reached Kashmir in 
the same year. As he decided to return to Russia via 
Karakuram he left for Ladakh and wondered in the region 
upto 1890. 

As he broke his leg in Ladakh, he had to remain there 
for one year. During this period, he discovered the Tibetan 
manuscripts about the earlier life of Jesus Christ in the Hemis 
monastery. He transcribed the Buddhist manuscripts with 
the help of an interpreter. Dr. Marx of the Morovian Mis- 
Sion at Leh attended him, during his illness, and made a note 
about the findings of Notovitch in his diary. 

Nicholas Notovitch returned to Russia and showed his 
manuscript to the authorities at Kiev, who told him not to 
Publish the account. He then went to Rome and a Cardinal 
at Vatican offered to bribe him for the manuscript but he 
refused to comply. He went to Paris to seek some publisher 
for his work but no one was Teady to help him. Ultimately, 
he got his notes published in New York, under the title of, 
the life of Saint Issa, in the year 1890 A.D. This very work 
was published under the title of the Unknown Life of Jesus 
Christ in 1894 A.D, 


Nicholas Notovitch during his journey met Francis 
Younghisband, who makes mention of this meeting in his work, 
entitled, The Heart of a Continent, published in 1896 A.D. 


The Unknown Life of Jesus Christ can be divided into three 
parts. The first part deals with the condition that led to his 
re-incarnation. The second Part deals with his travels and 
studies in India upto the age of twentynine. The third part 
deals about his ministry in Palestine. After its publication, 
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hg Ee nagnvoniel of basco ngs among the Christian 
fixion had shaken the ‘fo saineer ei oe - aoe 
scholars casted doubts about i i ce aan, amar 
Notovitch and the others do " ieee ier mene a 
‘Meusatenrnaviacah ubted even about the existence any 
: g the name of Hemis. They claimed that the 
keels — Christ was a forgery anda fraud. In 
SPOn e allegations, Nicolas Notovitch annouced 
his existence and also gave the names of various people he had 
met during his travels. But he was condemned and criticised 
by the Anglican Church. For this purposes it obtained the 
sservices of the famous Orientalist from Oxford, Professor Max 
Muller to refute the findings of Notovitch. During this period, 
India was a part of the British Empire and they could do any- 
thing to steal these documents from Ladakh. Accordingly, 
the Church Mission in India engaged the services of Ahmad 
Shah, a neo-Christian and Professor Doglas of the Government 
College, Agra to bury the Tibetan Gospel. Abmad Lived in 
Ladakh from 1894 to 1897 and published 2 book entitled; 
Four Years in Tibet. He admits that his sole aim to visit 
Ladakh was ‘‘to refute the find by Notovitch, a Russian, of a 
hither-to-unknown manuscript of a Tibetan version of the life 
of Christ between the ages 12 and 30.” Professur Doglas 
visited Leh, Ladakh in 1895 for necessary investigations. Later, - 
he wrote that the work of Notovitch was a literary forgery. 
Since then, it has been a continuous practice with the 
Church to “‘trace, buy, confiscate and steel ancient documents 
referring to Jesus’s life in India and in Kashmir.”"” 


Central Asian Manuscripts 


Central Asia has been the home of several exotic civiliza- 
It has also remained a seat of vast erapires. There was 
a period when many cultures, the Greek, the Buddhist, the 
Islamic, flourished in this region. It has beena birth place of 
many prophets, philosophers and great men. The vastness 
and richness of its various cultures can be proved with 
only one sentence that all great museums of the world do 


tions. 
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possess treasures of this region, without which, all these 
museums would look poor. It isa historical fact that the 
Westerners have stolen carvan-loads of priceless treasures 
from its temples, mosques, tombs, caves and sites. Among the 
chief robbers. mention may be made of Aurel Stein of England, 
Albert von T.e Coq of Germany, Seven Hedin of Sweden, 
Paul Pelliot of France, Langdon Warner of the United States 
and Otani of Japan. 

Tn 1907, Stein ravaged thousands of manuscripts and docu- 
ments from the Tun-huang caves. These manuscripts were 
written in several Semitic alphabets. It is certain that some 
manuscripts written in Aramaic and pertained to Jesus Christ. 
Stein, intentionally concealed this information from the world 
for the sake of Christianity. He declared that these manus- 
cripts embody teachings of Mani, which are almost same as 
those of Jesus Christ °° His statement, though half-true, served 
as awarning to the Church, who then, employed special 
missions to search out documents relating to Jesus for 
destruction. In this way, all information about Jesus has been 
destroyed. 


Persian Works 


: There are some rare Persian works, which provide valuable 
information about Jesus Christ. These works come from 
Tran, Central Asia, and Kashmir. 
As regards the Kashmiris, their written records both ancient 
and modern, establish their descent from one of the tribes of 
Israel. The foremost historian of Kashmir was Mulla Nadiri 
who began bis Tarikh-i-Kashmir in the reign of Sultan Sikander 
(1378-1416 A.D.) The next historian was Mulla Ahmad, who 
wrote his book Waqaya-i-Kashmir in 1426 A.D. In both these 
works, it is categorically stated that the inhabitants of Kasbmir 
are of the Semitic stock. Another book of history, which 
mentions this fact, is Hashmat-i-Kashmir, written by Abdul 
Qadir in 1820 A.D. He states that the inhabitants of Kashmir 
— - children of Israel, and they had come from the Holy 
and. 


Some of the most important and rare Persian works, which 


Sources 
267 


provide useful information 
g : ; 
etiea bout Jesus Christ are given as 


RauzaTus-Safa 


le a biography of the prophet, kings and caliphs, in 7 

pee sai by Mir Mohammad in year 836 A.H. (1417 
.D.). It deals with i Tec 

a, ith the odyssey of Jesus Christ from Jerusalem 


Tawarikh-I-Kashmir 


This is the famous work by Mulla Nadri, the first Muslim 
historian of Kashmir. It deals with the events, leading to the 
declaration of his ministry in Kashmir, when Jesus Christ 
arrived in Kashmir and declared himself as the Son of God 
named as Masiah, and the Prophet sent to the valley. 


Mulla Nadri records in his Tawarikh-i-Kashmir as under: 
“During this time Hazarat Yuz-Asaph, having come from 
the Holy Land to this Holy Valley, proclaimed his pro- 
phethood. He devoted his days and nights in prayers 
and having attained higher sphere of spiritual virtues, 
declared himself a prophet for Kashmirs.”” 

“T have seen in a book of Hindus that this propbet was 
really Hazrat Issa, the Spirit of God, who had assumed 
the name of Yuz-Asaph in Kashmir. He spent his life 
in this valley and after his demise was laid to rest in the 
locality of Anzmar, Srinagar. It is also said that the 
aura of prophethood emanates from the tomb of this 
prophet.” 

Sahibzada Basharat Salim of Srinagar, Kashmir, who claims 

himself to bea descendent of Hazrat Yuz—Asaph has the 

following remarks about the Tawarikh-i-Kashmir by Mulla 


Nadri: 


“Mulla Nadri’s Persian book Tarikh-Kashmir is an 


authentic historical document with enormous and con- 
vincing details our family, i.e. the family, Holy Yuza Asaf. 
In fact this precious historical document is our family’s 
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Property and has been in the private possession of my 
reverenced late father, Sahibzada Ghulam Mohiyuddin. 22 


Kamal-Ud-Din 


It deals with the earlier travel of Jesus Christ to India, 
from the information obtained by him from Hindu sources. 
In this famous work mentioned above, are given the teachings 
and prables of Jesus Christ; which the Lord, delivered to the 
people of Kashmir. He also mentions the visit of Thomas to 
Kashmir for the burial of Jesus Christ. 


This important source work is in Pursian, and was written 
by the great oriental writer and historian Al-Thaikh-ue-Sadiq 
Abi-Jafar, Muhammad known as Al Shaikh Said-us-Sadiq who 
died at Khurassan in 912 A.D. He has made a mention of 
the travels of Yuz-Asaph in his famous book, Kamal-ud-Din 
also known as Kashful Hairat or Ikmal-ud-Din. 

This book is considered by Western orientalists to be of 
great value. It was first printed by Aga Mir Bagar in the 
Sayyid-us-Sanad Press in Iran in 1881 A.D. and translated into 
German by Professor of Muller of Heidelberg University. Al 
Shaikh Said-us-Sadiq had travelled a good deal during his life, 
time, and collected much material for this and his other 
works. In this book is mentioned the first travel of the Lord 
to Sholabeth, or Ceylon, and other places. The second journey 
of Jesus Christ terminating finally in Kashmir, is also 
mentioned. His sayings and teachings are also briefly men- 
tioned, which are similar to the sayings of the Lord as given 
in the Gospels. It js also mentioned that at the approach of 
death, Jesus sent for his disciple Thomas and expressed his 
last will to him about Carrying on his mission. He directed 
Thomas to prepare a tomb for him at the very place he would 
breath his last. He then Stretched his legs towards the West 
and kept his head towards the East, and passed away. 


Tarikh-I-Azami 


Khawaja Muhammad Azam of Deedamari, is one of the 
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famous Historians of K: i 

: ashmir. He compl i hei 
aes co hegre as Tarikh-i-Azami in a a 

e work was first printed at L: am & nae 

. ses ahore in | 

writes “Besides that grave of Sayyid ene _ 
Khanyar, there is another tomb. It is well known amon <a 
people of the locality that here lies a prophet who h a 
to Kashmir in ancient times.” ee 


Ahwal-i-Ahrliyan-i-Paras 


Written in Phersian, by Agha Mustaffa, narrates the prab 
of Yuz-Asaph as recorded in the Persian scailifony: 
mentions that he came from the West to Persia euiied 
there, and many became his devotees. eer 


Travels in Central Asia 


Travels in Central Asia by Meer Izzut-oollah, in the years 
1812-1813 was translated into English by Captain Henderson 
attached to the Foreign Office of the Government of Tadie, 
It was printed at the Foreign Department Press at Culcutta 
India in 1872. Syed Izzut-oolah, undertook his journey me 
Central Asia on the 20th of April, 1812 and committed to 
writing all that he himself saw and heard. His work contains 
an occount of his travel to Bokhara and a description of each 
days journey from Attock to Kashmir, from Kashmir to 
Ladakh, from Ladakh to Yarkand, from Yarkand to Kashghar 
and from that place to China. He travelled from Kashghar 
to Samarkand, from Samarkand to Bokhara, from Bokhara to 
Balkh and from there to Kabul. He has provided an interest- 
ing and thought provoking account of the similarities between 
the Buddhists and the Christians. Among other things, he 
tells us about the sculptured figure, representing Jesus 
Christ, the Trinity and the Bible, which was revealed to the 
Tibetans, in the language, which has now become 


unintelligible. 


The Crucifixion by an Eye-witness 
The above title was published by the Indo-American Book 
Co. Chicago in 1907 as Supplemental Harmonic Series, aS 4 


second edition. 
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It is stated in its introduction that the substance given in 
the book was first published there in 1873 but it was with- 
drawn from circulation, and all its copies alongwith its plates 
were destroyed. But, one copy found its way into the posses- 
sion of a prominent Mason in the State of Massachusetts, and 
remained with him uptill 1907. The book is a translation 
from the Latin manuscript in possession of the Masanic 
Fraturnity in Germany. Accordingly, it was re-published in 
1907. 

The above work contains the translation of the letter 
written by a member of the Essenes Order to another member 
in Alexanderia, just seven years after ‘crucifixion. It narrates. 
the story of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, his removal from 
the cross, and resuscitation. It gives an eye-witness account 
of the crucifixion, and the method by which, the lord was 
saved from death on the cross. 


The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ 


The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ, was compiled 
by Levi H. Dowling before 1907, after many years of study 
and silent meditation. The Gospel tells us the stoty of Jesus 
Christ and also gives a complete record of the period spent 
by him in Tibet, India, Persia, Egypt and Greece. Levi was. 
a student of world religions and it is possible that he obtained 
much information for his Gospel, from the following works: 


1. Crucifixion by an Bye-witness. 1873 
2. Life of Saint Issa. 1890 
3. The Unknown Life of Christ, 1894 


Masih Hindustan Mein 


Masih Hindustan Mein is a work of research by Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the founder of Ahmadiyya Movement 
in Islam. This treatise has been translated from Urdu into 
English, entitled: Jesus in India. The original work was pub- 
lished in 1908 A.D. The main thesis expounded in this 
research work is, the escape from death of Jesus Christ on 


i 
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pete Vien 
deals with similarities cia, Enddten cae — 
The author is of opinion that Jesus Christ came to neh 
crucifixion, and his teachings were imbibed into th is ta 
scriptures by the followers of that religion Write pq 
A.D. this important research work. deals with the pita 
Jesus Christ from death, evidence from the Hol compl 
traditions of the Muslims, the special ea - 
oe ake healing of the wounds of Jesus, and tis fomaer 
owards i i 

‘° wiles East in search of the lost tribes, and his demise: 

As the founder of a new revivali i 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad am per pera eer 
which is mingled with his beliefs, aspirations and nn ag 
That is the reason that the arguments produced in this pes 
have tremendously affected Muslim thought and pene 


Christian thinking. 
The Gates of India 


The Gates of India by Colonel Sir Thomas Holdich, was. 
published by Macmillan and Co. Londonin 1910, He has 
investigated the routes which were used }by explorers into the 
hinterland ‘of India, since ancient times. He states that 
during ancient times, a variety of people or tribes either mig- 
rated or were deported from the Middle East, through Persia 
to North West India. 

. He has further stated that there was an easy highway from 
Mesopotamia to Afghanistan for centuries. He says: 
“Thus it was that the people of Western Asia—Egyptians, 
Israelities, Jews, Phoenicians, Assyrians. Babylonians, 
and even Greeks —were transported over vast distance by 
land and a movement given to the human race in that 
part of the world which has infinitely complicated the 
science of ethnology. There is not an important tribe 
of people in all that hinterland of India that has not 
been drafted from somewhere. From Persia and Media, 
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from Aria and Skythia, from Greece and Arabia, from 
Syria and Mesoputamia they have come and their coming 
can generally be traced historically, and their traditions 
of origin proved to be true. But there is one import- 
ant people, who call themselves Ben-i-Israel, who 
claim a descent from Kish, who adopted a strange 
mixture of Mosaic law and Hindu ordinance in their 
moral code, who keep a feast which strangely accords 
with the Passover, who hate the Jew with a_ traditional 
hatred, and for whom no one has been able to suggest 
any other origin than the one they claim and claim with 
determined force ; and these people rule Afghanistan.” 


Qabr-i-Masih 


Hazrat Qibla Mufti Mohamad Sadiq wrote a book, 
entitled Qabr-i-Masih on the basis of ethnological studies 
conducted by him on the Kashmiris, which was published in 
1936 A.D, Being a scholar of repute, he has provided 
evidence to prove the thesis that the Kashmiris are a Semite 
race. He dealt with at length to show parallel words in 
Hebrew and Kashmiri languages. By providing conclusive 
evidence, he showed that the Kashmiris have adopted the 
same rituals, customs and manners which are a haul-mark of 
the Jews. 

He gives a chapter on the Tomb of Yuz-Asaph and histori- 
cal evidence to show that Yuz-Asaph is the name given by 
Kashmiris to Jesus Christ, who is buried in the afore-mentioned 
tomb. 

As he was also a missionary of the Ahmadiyya Move- 
ment, his work is mingled with his personal beliefs, and thin- 
king. However, it is a very useful which formed the basis of a 
more elaborative work, by Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, who wrote: 

Jesus in Heaven on Earth. 


The Passover Plot 


in this book, Hugh J. Schonfield has given a novel inter- 
pretation about the events in the life of Jesus Christ. To him, 
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» who deliberatel 
ropheci ; . y undertook to : 
a caer Oontained in the Old Testament, regardi ie 
a ener and deliberately planned to get Suminen 
vee re isa tendency among some European ceeds 
e out, such fantastic tales around the life of Jesus ae to 
rist. 


New Testament Christology 


The Foundations of New Testame i 
Fuller is a fine study of the historical nen ae hy ae 
message, and witness of the sont-amnimmendfan Church ' = 
to connect the teachings contained in the Gospels with ik sail 
and ancient scriptures of the Hellenistic Judaism, and poms 


mystery cults. 
The Nazerine Gospel Retolod 


Robert Graves and Joshua Podro, working together, have 
made an objective study of the teachings of Jesus Christ, and 
their work, includes some of the original apolalyptic books, 
which had been dropped under orders of the Bishop of Rome. 

Both the above mentioned authors, wrote another book, 
entitled: Jesusin Rome, which deals with post crucifixion 
period in the life of Jesus Christ. Both the books were burnt 


by the Jesuits. 


Asrar-i-Kashir 
z Ahmad, published in 1964 is the 


first anthropological and ethnological study of Kashmir. It is an 


attempt for comparative study of rituals, customs aft, artitec- 
and rites of the Israelites and the Kashmiris. 
merous topics with the result that 
stice with each subject. Secondly, 
n getting an authority OF 
nspiration oF dream and 

work by the author is 
it encourages 


d overlooked 


Asrar-i-Kashir by Dr. Azi 


ture, ornaments, 
The author has taken up nu 
he has not been able to do ju 
where the author does not succeed i 


reference, he takes the help of divine i 
As such the 
he book is valuable for, 
ave remaine 


tries to prove his point. 
incomplete. However, t 
us to lok for those subjects, which h 


uptill now. 


274 The Fifth Gospe? 
A Mission to Bokhara 


A Mission to Bokhara in the year 1843-45, was originally 
published in 1845 A.D. Joseph Wolf, himself.a Christian Jew 
and an Anglican Clergyman, tells us that he came across 
Israelites in Persia, Kurdistan, Khurasan, Kokand, Bokhara, 
and Samarkand. He found the Jews of Bokhara and Khurasan 
to be quite ignorant of certain facts of history involving the 
Jews; for example, the story of Jesus. He felt that this proved 
their descent from the ten tribes who never returned to Pales- 
tine after their Babylonian captivity. 


Book About the Holy Shroud 


Jesus Nichtam Kreuz Gestorben by Kurt Berna, in German, 
published by Verlag Hans Naber, Stuttgart came out in 1952. 
It is a scientific study of the Shroud, the marks of burning, 


bodily impressions, and the marks of blood on it. Kurt Berna, 
came to the following conclusions: 


(a) The Holy Shroud is the original Shroud of Jesus 
Christ. 

(b) He, having been removed from the cross was laid in 
the Shroud. 

(c) He was not dead at that time, and the blood marks 
on the Shroud show the existence of the flow of 
blood. 

(d) The bodily impressions on the Shroud show to the 
world how Jesus Christ, actually looked. 


Jesus in Heaven on Earth 


It is standard work of research by Khawaja Nazir Ahmad, 
first published by the Woking Mission and Literary Trust, the 
Mosque, Woking, England in 1952. Since then, its many 
editions have appeared. The book is well-documented, and 
contains an exhaustive bibliography. As the author belongs to 
the Ahmadiyya school of thought, he has mixed his own 
religious beliefs with facts of history, aiming at destroying the 
Christian doctrins. Says he: 
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The enqui i 
is va Da which I am about to enter may resul 
a ih ager of the greatest and most ne 
t at which Christians have been won’t t ion 
- concerning their ‘saviour’ Jesus. corn 
espite this major defect, th 
t , the book contains val 
; uable 
material on the unknown life of Jesus Christ. The rater 
ate to the lost ten tribes and their racial uceiees 
wi t e Afghans and the Kashmiris is a valuable contributj 
to historical research. a“ 


The Crumbling of the Cross 


Written by Mumtaz Ahmad Faruqui and published by the 
Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam, Lahore, Pakistan, in 
1973, this book is basically a summary of the above mentinaed 
book, but contains a resume of scientific studies done on the 
Holy Shroud at Turain. The author has given translated 
extracts from Jesus Nicht am Kreuz Gestorben by Kurt Berna 
in the appendix D. As the name of the book suggests, the 
author who is member of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam 
is out to destroy the Christian doctrine. 


Jesus Died in Kashmir 

This work by Andreas Faber Kaiser appeared first in 
Spanish under the title of Jesus Vivo Y Murio En 
Cashemira, in 1976, from A.T.E. Barcelona, Spaiao, and its 
English version has been published by Gordon and Cremonesi, 
London in 1977. The author has tried to compile a concise 
documentary dossier of all that is known about the “second 
life’ of Jesus Christ and his demise io Kashmir. The main 
aim of the book is to inform the West about the matters, 
which have an important bearing on the Christian beliefs. In 


the end he says: 


Definitive proo 
that the tomb in question should b 


f is lacking, and for this reason I believe 
e opened for scientific 


investigation. [a addition [ propose that, in order to 
search out the truth in a scientifically objective manner, 
orientalists, 


of Bible scholars, linguists, ata 
ncient history should be 


possible to arrive 


a world congress 
and specialists in Islam and ancient 
convoked. Only by these means !s it 
at a firm, unbiased conelusion. 
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The Turin Shroud 


In his latest book on the Holy Shroud, Ian Wilson has 
drawn together all the historical and scientific facts to prove 
that the Shroud, once wraped the body of Jesus Christ. It took 
him 12 years to investigate the truth about the relic. He has 
traced the history of the Shroud during the last two thousand 
years. 


Die Messias Legitimation Jesu 


This work by Helmut Goeckel deals with a number of 
subjects concerning Christology. The author traces the con- 
ception of a “Messiah” in the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. After tracing the history of various religions, the 
author describes in detail, rise and fall of Judahism. This 
work has a useful chapter on the Essenes of Qumran. After 
this, the author takes up the life of Jesus Christ, his ministry 
in Palestine and his mission in the East. The author discusses 
similarities between Christianity and Buddhism and then 
closes his book with a Chronology. 


The Lost Years of Jesus 


For the first time, the author Elizabeth Clare Prophet 
brings together the testimony of four eyewitnesses of the 
Tibetan scrolls, giving detailed description about the pilgri- 
mage of Jesus Christ from Jerusalem to India. With the 
throughness of a determined disciple turned detective she 
tells the intriguing story of the international controversy that 
arose when the Tibetan scrolls were first discovered in 1887 
by Nicloas Notovitch. The author puts together the missing 
pieces in the early life of Jesus and reveals that from age 
thirteen to age twenty-nine, he was both a student and a 
teacher in India. According to her, what Jesus was to say 
later in Palestine, he had already learnt in India among the 
Buddhists. 


The King of the Jews 


The book published in 1987 by Dr. Johan Forsstrom, is in 
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reality a thesis submitted i 
the Ruhunu Duet cr a me agrestis ae 
Ra te y ri Lanka. Hehas dedicated his 
pots e Hebrew Buddhist Jeshua or Jesus, who passed 
rinagar, Kashmir inthe year 110 A.D.” Accordin 
© the author, the crucifixion is a “Cock and bull Story.” He 
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eg wins married and migrated to France. According to 
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Chronology 


The Chronology of the period under review is tabled here- 
inafter for pin pointing important events. The eras used in 
various regions, according to Anne Domini, are tabled below: 


Hebrew era: 4004 B.C. 

Kal-yug era: 3101 B.C. 

Laukik era: 3076 B.C. 

Bikrami era: 67 B.C. 

Shalivabana era: 78 A.D. 

Hijri era: 622 A.D. 

The chronology of important events is as under: 

4000 B.C. Neolithic culture in Palestine. 

3761 B.C. Jewish Calendar. ‘ 

3300 B.C. Canaanites occupy the Holy Land. 

3500 B.C, Advent of the Sumerian culture. 

2500 B.C. Amorites enter Palestine 

2300 B.C. Advent of the IndusiValley Civilization 

2000 B.C, Bronze age in Palestine. 

1800 B.C. Sinaitic script introduced 

1750 B.C. End of the Indus Valley civilization 

1500 B.C. Advent of the Greeks : 

1500 B.C. The Aryans enter India via Kashmir 

1446 B.C. Moses return to Egypt 

1440 B.C. Moses starts his pilgrimage into the desert, 
alongwith his followers to worship 
Yahweh. 


1365 B.C. The Israelite raidere occupy Palestine. 
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1230 B.C, 
1000 B.C. 


1016-976 B.C. 


975 B.C. 


960 B.C. 


937 B.C. 
925 B.C 


922 B.C. 
884 B.C. 


850 B.C. 
722 B.C. 


686 B.C. 


650—580 B.C. 


612 B.C. 
593 B.C. 
563 B.C. 
586 B.C. 
558-529 B.C. 


551 B.C. 
539 B.C. 


521—485 B.C. 


520 B.C. 


425 B.C. 
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Israel joins Canaan in revolt against Egypt. 

Advent of Zoroaster, the founder of 

Zoroasterism. 

David appointed as the king of Israel. 

All but two tribes of Israel lost to the 

house of David. 

Solomon declared asthe king of Israel. 

His space crafts lands on_ hillock at 

Srinagar, Kashmir, now known as Takhat-i- 

Sulaiman, or the throne of Solomon. 

Kashmir named as Bagh-i-Sulaiman or the 

Garden of Solomon. 

Sheshong I of Egypt sacks Jerusalem. 

Omri builts Samaria in Palestine, as the 

new Capital for the 10 tribes of Israel. 

Jerusalem sacked by the Egyptians. 

Rezin of Syria invades Judah and carries 

back Jews as captives. 

Jerusalem sacked by the Philistines. 

All the remainder of the ten tribes taken 

into captivity by Sargon. 

The Assyrian Empire conquered. 

Jermiah proclaims prophethood. 

Josiah attacks Assyria but is slain. 

Ezekiel flies in a spacecraft. 

Advent of Sakya-muni Buddha. 

The Temple of Solomon destroyed. 

Cyrus the great, founder of the Achaemo- 

nid Empire. 

Advent of Confucious. 

Cyrus captures Babylon a 
rigsoners. 

ann establishes his empire from tbe 

Dunebe to the Punjab. 

The Essenic thoughts spreads amon 

Greeks and the Egyptians 

The Babylonian Jews 

contacts with the east. 


nd releases Jewish 


g the 


establish trading 
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356 B.C. 
353 B.C. 


334 B.C. 
332 B.C. 
331 B.C. 
326 B.C. 
260 B.C. 
257 B.C. 


220 B.C. 


198 B.C. 
190 B.C. 
180 B.C. 


168 B.C. 


167 B.C. 
162 B.C. 
143 B.C. 


140 B.C. 
140 B.C. 
140 B.C, 


140-135 B.C, 
110 B.C, 


100 B.C. 

100 B.C. 

73 B.C.—4 B.c. 
70 B.C. 

63 B.C. 

57 B.C. 
37 B.C. 


The Fifth Gospel 


Birth of Alexander the Great. 
Many Jews deported to Hyrcania near the 
Caspian sea. 
Alexander conquers Syria 
Alexander annexes Egypt. 
Alexander defeats the Persians. 
The Greeks invade North-Western India. 
The Torah translated into Greek. 
Ashoka sends Buddhist missionaries 
towards East and West. 
Euthydemus [ becomes the king of 
Gandhara 
Palestine is conquered by the Syrians. 
Demtrius of Bactria conquers the Punjab. 
Eucratides. the Graeco-Bactrian king of 
Gandhara. 
Antiochus stroms Jerusalem and persecutes 
the Jews. 
The Jewish rebellion. 
The Jews accept the Syrian rule. 
Simon becomes the High Priest of the 
Temple and issues his own coins. 
Antiacides, the king of Taxila. 
Introduction of Buddhism in China. 
The Jews scatter and settle around the 
Mediterranean. 
Hippostratus the king of Gandhara. 
Menander the Great as king of Gandhara 
Kashmir. 
Apollodutus as the king of Gandhara. 
Compilations of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Herod the Great, the king of Judaea. 
Maues as the king of Gandhara. 
Pompey of Rome storms Jerusalem. 
Bikrami Era sfarts. 


Herod of Idumea js put on the throne. 


27 B.C.—14 A.D. Augustus Ceasar as the Roman emperor. 
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20 B.C. 
10 B.C.—44 A.D. 


6 B.C. 


4 B.C.—40 A.D. 
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Azilises as king of Gandhara. 
Herod Agrippa, the Jewish ruler under 
the Romans. 
Advent of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
founder of Christianity. 
Herod Antipas, the killer of John the 
Prophet. 
Jesus Taken to Egypt. 
Jesus is adopted by the Essenes. 
Census carried out by Qurinius, the Gover- 
nor of Syria, during the reign of Augustus. 
Jesus attains the age of 13. 
Jesus Christ leaves his parental house, and 
joins the party of the merchants proceed- 
ing towards the East. 
Phile of Alexandria provides information 
about the Essenes in his Quod Omnis 
Liber. According to him, they are a sect 
among the Jews. 
Return journey of Jesus Christ. 
Gondaphares starts his rule of Gandhara, 
with his capital at Taxila. 
Jesus Christ arrives in Palestine. 
Baptism of Jesus Christ. 
Herod Antipas marries Herodias. 
John the Prophet murdered. 
Ministry of Jesus Christ. 
Crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
Josephus, the great Jewish historian, 
born, He wrote the History of the Wars 
of the Jews, and Jewish Antiquities. 
Holy Shroud taken to Edessa. 
End of the rule of Tiberius. 
Thomas visits the court of Gondaphares 
at Taxila. 
Thomas supervises construction of the 
royal palace at ‘Taxila. : 
Jesus Cnrist and Thomas at Taxila. 
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49-109 A.D. 
50 A.D. 


50 A.D. 


55 A.D. 
55 A.D. 


60 A.D. 

60 A.D. 
60—70 A.D. 
70 A.D. 


70 A.D. 
73 A.D. 
78 A.D. 
78 A.D. 


78 A.D. 
78 A.D. 


79 A.D. 
85 A.D. 
87 A.D. 


90-95 A.D. 
100 A.D. 
109 A.D. 
109 A.D. 
280 A.D. 


110 A.D. 
115 A.D. 
146 A.D. 


The Fifth Gospel 


Gopadatta rules over Kashmir. 

End of the rule of Gondaphares, the king 
of Gandhara. 

Kadphises II as the king of Gandhara. 
Division of the Empire among various 
Parthaian Princes. 

Kadphises, the Kushana King annexes 
Gandhara and Taxila. 

Jesus Christ migrates towards Kashmir 
from Taxila. 

Yuzu—Asaph arrives in Kashmir. 

Bazodeo of Kashmir conquers Taxila. 
Compilation of the Gospel of Mark. 

Pliny the Elder in his Historica Naturalis, 
informs that the Essenes have lived on the 
shores of the Dead Sea for thousand of ages. 
Destructicn of Jerusalem by Titus. 
Kanishka subjugates Kashmir. 

Shalivahana Era starts. 

Shalivahana meets Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. 


Jesus Christ declares his ministry in 
Kashmir. 


Shalivahana leaves Kashmir for conquest 
of the South. 


Gopananda, the king of Kashmir. 
Compilation of the Gospel of Matthew. 
Kanishka founds the Kushana Empire. 
Kanishka convenes the 4th Buddhist Coun- 
cil in Kashmir. 

Compilation of the Gospel of Luke. 
Abdagases becomes the king of Gandhara. 
Gopadatta, the king of Kashmir dies. 
Ascension of Jesus Christ. 

Some early Christian communities reach the 
Western coasts of India and Srj Lanka. 
Compilation of the Gospel of John. 
Sutta compiles Bhavishya-maha-purana. 
Arrian, author of the Indika, flourished. 


‘Chronology 


163 A.D. 
175 A.D. 
189 A.D. 


190-220 A.D, 
300 A D. 


368 A.D. 


375 A.D. 


397 A.D. 


382 A.D. 


382 A.D. 
405 A.D. 
405 A.D. 
422 A.D. 
478 A.D. 


495 A.D. 
496 A.D’ 


496 A.D. 
525 A.D. 
570 A.D. 


‘602 A.D. 
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Christian relices and bones of Thomas 
carried from Madras to Edessa. 
Migration of early Christians continue 
towards North India from the West. : 
Demetrius deputes Pantaenius to India for 
preaching Christianity. 
The Mishnah written down in six volumes. 
Eusebius mentions that the Essenes inhabi- 
ted many cities of Judea. 
Epiphanius, the Bishop of Salamia collates 
the Acta Thomas or the Gospel of Thomas 
Eusebius divides the New Testament into 
three parts: authentic, disputed, and 
spurious. 
The Third Council of Carthage held under 
the patronage of Augustine, and the final 
Canon of the New Testament settled. 
The Gospel of James, also known as the 
Protovangelium, condemned by the Decree 
of the Western Church, at Damascus. 
The Gospel of Barnabas condemned. 
The Gospel of James prescribed. 
The Gospel of Barnabas prescribed. 
Rab Ashi compiles the Talmud. 
The Gospel of Barnabas written in his own 
hand discovered in a tomb in Cyprus. 

ta Thomae prescribed. 
mt Gospel of James prescribed by the 
Decree of Galasous. 
The Gospel of Barnabas prescribed, as @ 


heretical Gospel. 
The Holy Shroud is found ina niche of a 


gate wall in Edessa. 
Advent of Mohammed, 


Islam. . 
Chosroes of Persia wages war against Rome. 


the founder of 
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614 A.D. 


622 A.D. 
754 A.D. 


800 A.D. 
962 A.D. 


1007-1010 A.D. 
1094 A.D. 


1096 A.D. 


1147 A.D. 
1148-1149 A.D. 


1144 A.D, 
1189 A.D. 
1202 A.D. 
1242 A.D. 
1290 A.D. 
1236 A.D. 


1306 A.D. 
1348 A.D. 
1357 A.D. 


1417 A.D. 
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Damuscus and Jerusalem sacked by the: 
Persians. The Holy Cross carried away to- 
Persia by Shahbarax. 
Hijra Era starts. 
Dionysius Exigus, the Scythian monk intro- 
duces the Christian Era. 
Amulgamation of the Church and the State. 
Before his death in 962 A.D. one of the 
most famous historian of Central Asia, Al 
Shaikh . Al-Said-us-Sadiq, completes his 
famous book, entitled Ikmal-ud-Din, men- 
tioning the two journies of Jesus Christ to 
India. 
Savage butcheries of the Jews in France. 
The first Holy war or Crusade between the 
Christians and the Turks. 

Wholesale massacres of the Jews in 
Germany. 

The second Holy War for Jerusalem. 
Kalhana, the historian of Kashmir, com- 
piles his famous work; Rajatarangini. Gives 
description of the Crucifixion of Sandhi- 
mati, the disciple of Issana. 

Jews killed in England, 

The third Holy War. 

The fourth Holy War, 

The Talmud publically burned in Paris. 

All Jews expelled from England. 

Cardinal Hugo deS. Caro introduces the 
new system of Chapters in the New Testa- 
ment. 

The Holy Shroud is located in France. 
Killing of the Jews starts in Poland. 

The Holy Shroud is exposed to the devo- 
tees. 

The famous work, Rauza-tus-Safa. com- 
piled by Mir Mohamad in 7 volumes,. 
mentions journey of Jesus Christ to Nisibis.. 


‘Chronology 
1420 A.D. 


1451 A.D. 


1481 A.D. 
1483 A.D. 


1514 A.D. 
1506 A.D. 


1521 A.D. 
1523 A.D. 
1534 A.D. 
1555 A.D. 
1578 A.D. 
1584 A.D. 
1694 A.D. 


1766 A.D. 


1782 A.D. 


1803 A.D. 


1604 A.D. 


1616 A.D. 
1621 A.D. 
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Mulla Nadri completes his famous work, 
entitled; Tarikh-i-Kashmir, in which he 
mentions Jesus Christ as an Apostle of God 
sent to the Kashmiris. 

Saint Nasir-ud-Din, buried besides Yuzu- 
Asaph in the Famous tomb, at Khanyar, 
Srinagar, Kashmir. 

Conversion of Jews to Christianity starts in 
Spain. 

Martin Luther, the German religious refor- 
mer born. 

The New Testament in Greek printed. 

The Pope authorises exposition of the Holy 
Shroud. \ 
Martin Luther excommunicated, 

Talmud published by a Dutch printer. 

The Jesuites order founded. 

The Lutherian Church recognised. 

The Holy Shroud is brought to Italy. 
Introduction of Christianity into Japan. 

The Holy Shroud is deposited in the Royal 
Chapel at Turin. 

The famous Decree in favour of the custo- 
dian of the Tomb of Yuzu-Asaph passed by 
the Grand Mufti of Kashmir. 
Ikmal-ud-Din by Al-Shaikh Al-Said-us-Sadiq 
published in Iran. 
Information about the Syrian Church and 
Thomas is given in the book ; Account of 
the St. Thomas Christians on the Coast of 
Malabar, by F. Wrede. 

James I of England calls a conference to 
set right the Bible. 

Authorised version of the Bible appears. 
Cyril Luker, the Patriarch of Contantinople, 
finds the 4th-5th century ancient manus- 
cripts, now known as the Codex Alexandri- 


nus and the Codex Vaticanus. 
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1729 A.D. 


1741 A.D. 


1767 A.D. 
1787 A.D. 


1804 A.D. 


1820 A.D. 


1823 A.D. 
1859 A.D. 


1861 A.D. 


1861 A.D. 


1870 A.D. 
1871 A.D. 


1872 A.D. 


1873 A.D. 
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Azam, the historian mentions in his, 
Wadiat-i-Kashmir, that a Prophet of God, 
sent to the Kashmiris is buried in the Tomb 
of Yuzu-Asaph. 

Badi-ud-Din Abul Qasim makes mention 
of the Tomb of Yuzu-Asaph in_ his 
Waqiat-i-Kashmir and states that one of 
the Apostles is buried there. 

Nearly six million Jews killed in Poland. 
Full rights given to the Jews in U.S.A. 


The Holy Shroud is exposed to the devotees. 


In his history cf Kashmir, ' entitled : 
Hashmat-i-Kashmir, Abdul Qadir, states 
that the Kashmiris are the descendents of 
the Jews. 

Thilla publishes the Acta Thomae. 
Tischendroff finds 3 ancient manuscripts, 
known now as the Codex Sinaiticus, on 
the Mount Sinai, 

Amir-ud-Din Pakhliwal mentions in his 
Tahgqiqat-i-Amiri that Yuzu-Asaph, the 
Prophet is buried at Khanyar, Srinagar. 
George Moore publishes his famous work : 
The Lost Tribes and traced them in 
Afghanistan and Kashmir 

Acts of Barnabas translated into English 
and published. 

Acta Thomae translated from the Syriac 
into English by W. Wright. 

Mir Izzatullah informs about the reincar- 
nation of Jesus Christ in Ladakh, in his 
book, Travels in Central Asia, 

An English translation of an ancient Latin 
Copy ofa letter written seven years after 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ, written by a 
friend of Jesus Christ to an Essene brother 
in Alexandria, appears in America under 
the title: The Crucifixion by an Eye- 


Chronology 


1890 A.D. 


1891 A.D. 


1891 A.D. 
1893 A.D. 
1893 A.D. 
1894 A.D. 
1896 A.D. 
1898 A.D. 
1898 A.D. 
1898 A.D. 
1903 A.D. 
1904 A.D. 
1907 A.D. 


1908 A.D. 
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witness. It  prescri . 
collected and oe SE wopiee 
Nicolas Notovitch, the Russian travell 
publishes his most controversial bo ik 
entitled the Life of St. Issa, which ee : 
appeared under the title: The Catton 
Life of Jesus Christ based on the Buddhist 
scrolls of the Hamis monastery in ‘Ladakh 
itinforms us about the travels of exus 
Christ from Jerusalem to Iran, Afghanistan 
India and Nepal. : 
George Mocre publishes his researches 
about the Jews in his; The Ethnography 
of Afghanistan. . 
Rauzat-us-Safa of Mir Khwand translated 
into English by E. Rehatsek and published. 
R.H. Charles translates and publishes the 
Book of Enoch. 

The Gospel of Peter is published by 
H.B. Swete. 

The Unknown Life of Jesus by Nicolas 
Notovitch is published. 

Apocalypse of Baruch translated ‘ into 
English and published. 

The Holy Shroud is photographed. 
Richardson wants to demolish the Tomb of 
Mary, at Murri Pakistan, and builts the 
Defence Tower. 

Richardson dies in an accident. 

Christianity in Talmud and Midrash by 
Harford published. 
Zionist Movement 
Israel. 

The Crucifixion by an Eye- 


published after condemnation. 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad publishes 


his book, entitled : Masih Hindustan Mein 
(Jesus Christ in India) stating that Jesus 
Christ is buried in the famous tomb known 


for establishment of 


witness, re- 
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1910 A.D. 


1918-1916 A.D. 


1919 A.D. 


1920 A.D. 


1936 A.D. 


1945 A.D. 


1947 A.D. 


1948 A.D. 


1949 A.D. 


1950 A.D. 


1952 A.D. 


1953 A.D. 
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asthe Tomb of Yuzu-Asaphat Khanyar, 
Srinagar, Kashmir. 

Bhavishya-maha-purana of Sutta published. 
It tells us about a meeting between the king 
of Kashmir and the Apostle, who terms 
himself as the Son of God and born ofa 
virgin. 

Excavations at Taxila by Marshall reveal 3 
buried cities with ancient temples and 
monastries, as well as Christian relics. 

A commentary on the Bible by A.S. Peake 
is published. 

M.A. Docker discusses the issue regarding 
the death of Jesus Christ on the cross in 
his book, If Jesus did not die on the Cross: 
A Study in Evidence. 

Mufti Mohamad Sadiq publishes his book, 
entitled : Qabr-i-Masih or the grave of 
Jesus Christ. 

J.D. Shams raises the question about the 
grave of Jesus Christ, and also provides 
answer to that queStion in his book, 
did Jesus die ? 

The Dead Sea Scrolls discovered, at 
Qumran. 


The Dead Sea Scrolls taken to America for 
study. 


Fragments of the Old Testament in Hebrew 
and Greek brought to Jerusalem by the 
Bodouins. 

The Tomb of Mary at Murri, Pakistan is 
repaired. 

An expedition to Qumran results in the 
discovery of aconsiderable store of frag- 
ments of the scriptures. 


Robert Graves publishes his: The Nazarone 
Gospel Restored. 


Chronology 


1952 A.D. 


1956 A.D. 
1956 A.D. 


1956 A.D. 


1957 A.D. 


1957 A.D. 


1969 A.D. 


1964 A.D. 
1973 A.D. 


1975 A.D. 


1976 A.D. 
1977 A.D. 


1977 A.D. 


1978 A.D. 
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Jesus in Heaven on Earth by Khwaja Nazir 
Ahmad is published, dealing with the life 
of Jesus Christ. 
Two copper Scrolls of Qumran were 
diciphered. 
The Dead Sea Scrolls translated by Millar 
Burows and published. 
A. Powell Davis gives the facinating story 
of the discovery and meaning of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls in his book, entitled; The 
Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Kurt Berna, in his Das Linnen, declared 
that the image of Jesus Christ on the Holy 
Shroud, proves that Christ did not die on 
the cross. 
Kurt Berna publishes his scientific studies 
under the title: Jesus Nicht am Kruez 
Gostorben. 
The Holy Shroud is exposed to scientific 
investigation. 
Asrar-i-Kashir by Aziz Ahmad published. 
The Crumbling of the Cross by Mumtaz 
Ahmad Faruqi is published. 
A stone slab bearing feet impressions with 
wound marke discovered from the Tomb of 
Yuzu-Asaph by Prof. F.M. Hassnain and 
Prof. Ghulam Mobhi-ud-Din. 
Andreas Faber Kaiser publishe 
entitled: Jesus Died in Kashmir. 
Die Messias—Legitimation Jesu by Helmut 
Goeckel. 

oly Shroud is exp' 
Dee iy NASA: scientists using el 
‘American space techniques and min 
Carbon 14 dating processes. 
The Holy Shroud is displayed t half a 
million visitors in the Turia Cathedral. 


s his book, 


osed to scientific 
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1978 A.D. 


1978 A.D. 


1980 A.D. 


1982 A.D. 
1983 A.D. 


1984 A.D. 


1987 A.D. 
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Ian Wilson’s book, entitled The Turin 
Shroud is published. 

An International Conference is held at 
London by Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad, 
the Head of the Ahmadiyya Movement. 
This conference attracted world-wide 
attention and many scholars spoke on the 
subject: Deliverance of Jesus from the 
Cross. 

Janet L. Bock publishes her book: The 
Jesus Mystery. 

Diego Rubio Barrera publishes Jesucristo. 

Jesus Lebte in Indien by Holger Kersten is 
published in Germany. 

For the first time, Elizabeth Clare Prophet 
brings together the testimony of Nicolas 
Notovitch, Swami Abhedananda, Nicolas 
Roerich and Mme Elisabeth Caspari, in 
Lost Years of Jesus. 

The King of the Jews by Johan Forsstrom 
is published in Sri Lanka. 
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Notes 


For the benefit of those, who wish to conduct further 
researches, we give here the names and addresses of those 
personalities, who are interested in the subject, in one way or 
the other. They have been kind to us in many ways and we 
are grateful to them. Besides affording us their moral support, 
they helped us by offering valuable suggestions and even pro- 
cured for us source material from various libraries and archives. 
It may of interest to know that some of them were helped by 
us in their individual researches on Jesus Christ and they did 
publish their works. We have to admit that we have also 
learnt from their works. However, opinions expressed in this 
book are purely ours and they have nothing to do with them, 
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by Sultan Mahmood of Gaznah. It was Sultan Shihab-ud- din 
Ghore who invaded their ‘settlements, with the result that they 
fled away towards the hilly regions of Kashmir. Before their 
departure Khokars succeeded in the murdering the Sultan near 
Lahore. It was during this turmoil that Professor Hasnain’s 
ancestors took refuge in Kashmir. His grand-father Raja 
Mohammad Ali Khan became the Darooga during Mahraja 
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was most cellgent and spent all his time in the company of 
books. At the age of twenty, he was a graduate of the Punjab 
University. After that, he went to the Muslim University, 
Aligarh and obtained Masters Degree in two years time. 
Being very young, he took up studies inlaw and did his 
Ll. B. in 1946. He could not continue his studies there due 
to the partition of India. Returning to his home town, he 
joined Bar and worked asa lawyer fora few years, He felt 
disgusted with this profession because his conscience would 
not allow him to defend an offender. He took up social work 
among the poor, started painting and wrote poetry. He roamed 
among the meadows of Kashmir and mingled with nature. He 
also engaged himself in the studies of palmistry, astronomy 
and esotera. But, hard realities of life forced him to seek a 
job and he became a Lecturer in S.P. College, Srinagar. 
Later, he rose to the position of a Professor of History and 
Research. He became the Director of State Archives, Archaeo- 
logy Research and Museums in 1954 and continued as such till 
his retirement in 1983. In his official capacity, he compiled 
the State Gazetteers in ten volumes. Besides this, his study 
tours resulted salvaging of several hindred Manuscripts in 
Arabic, Sanskrit and Persian, which were housed in the 
Archives and Oriental Research Libraries. As an expert 
archaeologist, he has conducted several excavations and un- 
earthed vestiges of the past civilisations. Having been the 
Head of Oriental Research in Kashmir for about two decades, 
he had made a comparative Studies of all major religions of the 
world. In 1969 he was invited by some educational institu- 
tions of Japan to speak on Buddhism. Since then he has 
visited Japan six times for lecture tours. His scholastic achieve- 
ments have won for him the title of the Doctor of Indology. 
Professor Hassnain visited Ladakh (Western Tibet) for the 
first time in 1960 and since then, he has been to this land 
of Tantric Lamaism a number of times. Here, he came into 
contact with Shaman Tantric practices being practised by a 
Tibetan hermitess. His anthropological interest induced him to 
study the past of the Brukpa tribes, in whom he found traces. 
of the Greek remnants of Alexander the Great. 
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During his official tours in Kashmir, Jammu and Ladakh, he 
came into contact with several Sadhus, Faqirs, Lamas, Majzoobs 
and Sufis. He felt much impressed by Swami Lakshman Joo, 
Hazrat Mirak Shah, Hazrat Kausar Sahib, Hazrat Sharif 
Sahib, Yogni Chomoji, Hazrat Sultan Sahib, Swami Nanda 
Mutto, Syed Babaji and Lassa Mutto. Avoiding his official 
work, he began to spend his days and nights with the last 
named three mendicants. This gave a chance to his two official 
colleagues to involve him in official bungling, which resulted 
in his suspension from service. This calamity produced a pro- 
found shock to him and he felt foresaken by God. Suspicions 
about the existexce of God crept upin his mind. But this 
phase lasted only fora few months! A Sadhu from South 
India, on pilgrimage to Shri Amareshwar Lingam in Kashmir, 
visited the house of Professor Hasnain to tell him that God 
was great. When Professor Hasnain started throwing challen- 
ges, the Sadhu said: “The God had removed both your enemies 
from the scene.” It isa strange coincidence that both the 
Officers, who had implicated Professor Hassnain disappeared 
alongwith their families. To his amazement, he learnt later on 
that the chief enemy had migrated to Pakistan alongwith 
his family leaving his hearth and home in Kashmir. The 
other enemy, was found, after twelve years, roaming in the 
hills like a pauper. This event was a turning point in his life. 
Soon after, he was reinstated to his post and continued as 
such till his retirement in 1983. r 
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Shiva (1987), Freedom Struggle in Kashmir (1988). He has. 
lectured extensively and has been a visiting professor to several) 
universities. He has been granted the title of: Rastra Sanskriti. 


Samrat, or the Emperor of National Culture in 1987. He lives. 


with his family at Dastgir House, Chanapora Colony, Srinagar,. 


Kashmir. 


Rabbi Dahan Levi, President, Alliance d’ Abraham, Order 
National du Merite. 


Rabbi Dahan Levi was born on the 8th of December, 1920: 


in Morocco. He was the last among the six sons of his parents. 


His education started with the study of the Bible. He was so- 


diligent that at the age of eight years, he questioned the views 
given in various Commentaries. He began his studies of the 
Talmud at the age of eleven and obtained admission in the 
Yeshiva, when he was hardly fifteen: years old. At the 
Talmudic University, bis inquisitive mind always led him to ask 
questions from his teachers, which some times perplexed them. 
His teachers believed in traditional methods of teaching and 
endeavoured him to follow them in theory and dogma. But 
the response of their student was different and often resulted in 
a clash of ideas. While the teachers laid stress on commentaries, 
Dahan Levi would like to go to the essence of the Scriptures, 
While his teachers were not ready for applying critical methods, 
he felt inclind to differentiate between the original and the 
legend. A time came when his academic discussions earned for 
him the dislike of his teachers. Instead of answering his 
questions, they would simply ask him to leave the class room. 
However, he continued his theological studies with critical 
analysis with the result that he obtained in 1940, the Degree as 
the Talmudic Teacher and Rabbin. After much studies, he 
had come to the conclusion that it was easy to understand the 
scriptures without the help of controvesial commentaries. 


Rev. Dahan Levi, now made plans for further studies and 
research into the myths of the Old Testament world but he was 
called upon to perform the compulsory Military service. As 
such, he joined the army and completed his term in Tunis and 
Libya as a member of the French Legion. During all these 
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= his heart longed to visit the Holy Land. He prayed to 
od to fulfil his wishes. 
As God hears sincere prayers, his prayer was also granted. 
It so happened that God created favourable circumstances for 
him and he was nominated as “‘almoner to the battalion” in 
the British Legion. Thus he got an opportunity to proceed to 
Egypt in a sea ship. He had an advantage over the others for 
he was conversant with Arabic language and speak fluently. 
Thus, he could freely move among the Egyptians. During this 
period, he wandered all over the land of the Pharoahs. He 
remembered the ancient past of the Children of Israel in Egypt, 
their bondage and eventual deliverence through Moses, who 
brought them to Cannan, in about 1220 B.C. All historical 
events, like the exodus, the crossing of the sea, the halt at Sinai 
and the Commandments came to his mind like a vision. Now, 
he wished to visit the Holy Land. For the next three months, 
he wandered in Palestine, Syria and Iraq. He left the army 
service in 1942 and became a Titular of Talmud and ritual 
sacrificer in the city of Oran in Algeria. Rev. Dahan Levi 
married in 1948 when he was twenty-eight years old. Another 
important event in his life was to move to Paris and his stay 
there. He took up various jobs and later got an administrative 
job of the the third subdivision in State service. : 
In 1950, he became the Founder President of the “Alliance d 
Abraham an organisation, which aims at surviving of historical 
links between the three Monotheist Faiths. It also aims at 
educating Moalims in the technique of the rite of circumcision. 
. The Alliance has trained 65 Moalims, who have settled ai in 
Paris, Lyon, Marseille, Grenoble, Nantes, Dijon and London. 
Some of them have gone to U.S.A., Israel and Morocco. eee 
a-days, the Alliance has performed LOL76 circumeisions , 
the ratio of 80% among the Jews, 11% among the Muslims 
9 istians. . 
rs ‘ eee is the Vice-President of the Israeli 
Souenattl from the third administrative agers 2 sae 
In 1972, he was honoured with the Decoration of t oe a ve 
Paris. For his excellent work, he was honoured in oe 
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duties and engagements, he is taking a lot of interest in research 
pursuits, Being inquisitive, he is a searcher for the truth in 
history and culture. For this very purpose, he travelled with the 
Bible in hand and visited the Occidental Arabia. With the 
same purpose in mind, he made a tour of India in 1986. 
During this period, he visited Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, Agra, 
Jaipur and Srinagar in Kashmir. It was destiny that he met 
Professor Fida Hasnain and they became good friends. 

Both Dahan Levi and Professor Hassnain are searchers of 
truth. Both have a sensitive hearts and both are open— 
minded. Despite the barriers of mother-tongue, both of them 
pave had many fruitful discussions. Rev. Dahan Levi is the 
type of man, who work without any fear and have hope in the 
future, Both he and Professor Hassnain have joined hands to 
investigate and find truth, which for them, means the “search 
of God.” Their work is not the final word due to two reasons: 
shortage of human life span and the nature of their work, 
which has never received attention from the contemporaries. 
Since childhood, Rev. Dahan Levi has been inquisitive and he 
continues to be so during his life time. He lives at 5 Rue 


Quinault 75015, Paris, France. 
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baby Boddhi-sattava ? 


Why the Gospels in the New Testament provide no_ informa- 
tion about Jesus from age thirteen to age twenty-nine ? 
Did Jesus visit Sind on the river Indus 2 


At the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice: Eloi, Eloi, 
Lama Sabachthani ? So is written in the Gospel of Mark. 
Is this incantation in Sumerian mean: “O God, O God send 
forth the glorious one 2” 


: MBsés. was buried in the land of Moab, over against Beth— 
peofbut n no man-knoweth’ his grave —so says Deuteronomy! 
Why the sepulchre on the mountain of Nebo, to the top of 

Pisgah in Beth: -pur in Kashmir is known as the tomb of Mossa, 


“S. since git times ? 


Did Jesus Christ survive after crucifixion ? 
a What is contained in the Buddhist scrolls about Jesus 2 
Who are the Moslems of Issa ? a " 
Who is Yuz-Asaph, the Prophet of the. Beni-Israel or’ the 
Children of Israel 2 : 
Now, you can read answers to all these questions in: 
The FIFTH GOSPEL 


or 
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